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The Report
•
•
•
•
•

1 scoping meeting to outline 30 chapters
1217 author nominations representing 92 nationalities
242 lead authors and 66 review editors from 70 countries
436 contributing authors from 54 countries
over 12,000 scientific references cited

The First Order Draft Expert Review
• 1774 individuals registered as expert reviewers
• 19,598 comments

The Second Order Draft Expert and
Government Review
•
•
•
•

2631 individuals registered as expert reviewers
28,544 comments
1271 expert reviewers* from 67 countries
33 governments

The Final Government Distribution
• 2350 comments on the Final Draft of the Summary for
Policymakers
• 241 reviewers from 45 governments

Total Reviews
• 50,492 comments
• 1729 expert reviewers* from 84 countries
• 49 governments

The WGII Approval Session
• 25-29 March 2014, Yokohama, Japan
• The Summary for Policymakers was approved line-by-line
and accepted by the Panel, which has 195 member
Governments

The IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) contains contributions
from three Working Groups. Working Group I assesses the physical
science basis of climate change. Working Group II assesses impacts,
adaptation, and vulnerability, while Working Group III assesses the
mitigation of climate change. The Synthesis Report draws on the
assessments made by all three Working Groups.
The Working Group II contribution to the AR5 (WGII AR5) has 30
chapters, a Technical Summary, and a Summary for Policymakers.
The WGII AR5 considers the vulnerability and exposure of human
and natural systems, the observed impacts and future risks of
climate change, and the potential for and limits to adaptation. The
chapters of the report assess risks and opportunities for societies,
economies, and ecosystems around the world.
The 242 Lead Authors and 66 Review Editors involved in the WGII
AR5 are experts from around the world in disciplines including
natural and physical sciences, engineering, social sciences, public
policy, and development and management sciences. 436
additional experts were invited by the Lead Authors of the report to
be Contributing Authors and to provide specific knowledge or
expertise in particular areas. Lead Authors and Review Editors were
selected for their scientific and technical expertise in the areas
covered by the approved chapter outlines for the WGII AR5 from
lists of experts nominated by governments and IPCC observer
organizations. Regional and gender balance was also considered,
as well as ensuring the involvement of experts who had not
worked on previous IPCC assessments. In the course of their work
on the WGII AR5, authors spent countless volunteer hours,
participated in hundreds of web-based meetings, and attended
four Lead Author meetings to assess thousands of scientific and
technical sources. Over 12,000 references are cited in the WGII
AR5.
Multiple stages of review are an essential part of the IPCC
process. Both expert reviewers and governments are invited at
different stages to comment on the scientific and technical
assessment and the overall balance of the drafts. The review
process includes worldwide participation, with hundreds of
experts reviewing the accuracy and completeness of the
scientific assessment contained in the drafts.

*Reviewer statistics include expert panelists who participated in respective national reviews of the final draft of the WGII AR5 Summary for Policymakers. These data were compiled after
the release of the IPCC Fact Sheet, prepared for the launch of the WGI AR5 (September 2013).
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