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Qualifications: 

Watson International Scholars of the Environment Programme. Watson Institute for 

International Studies, Brown University - Providence, Rhode Island (USA). UNEP endorsed 

certification. 

 

Post-Doctoral research with English Nature in 1993 (now Natural England - the statutory 

body responsible for conservation in England).     

 

PhD (Urban Biogeography), University of Natal (1991).  

Described by external examiner, Professor Jared Diamond (University of California - Los 

Angeles, USA) as: "a massive effort of outstanding, breadth, vision and quality. The author 

has reviewed and mastered a database that ranges from politics and history to geology and 

botany", an "outstanding, comprehensive and imaginative study". 

 

B.Sc Hons, (Terrestrial Ecology and Biogeography) University of Natal (1983) (Cum laude). 

 

B.Sc. (Environmental Biology, Cell Biology, Organic Chemistry and Analytical Chemistry) 
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Previous employment: 

 Lecturer and researcher at the (then) University of Natal, Durban, South Africa in the 

departments of Biological Sciences and Geographical and Environmental Sciences.  

 

Current employment and related responsibilities:  

 Established (1994) and heads the Environmental Planning and Climate Protection 

Department of eThekwini Municipality (Durban, South Africa). Core responsibilities 

include overseeing local level biodiversity and climate adaptation planning and 

developing the city’s first resilience strategy.  

 Appointed as Durban’s first Chief Resilience Officer and responsible for overseeing 

the development of the city’s first Resilience Strategy.  

 Lead author of Chapter 8 (Urban Areas) and a contributing author to Chapter 12 

(Africa) of Working Group II of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 

(IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report.  

 Member of the South African United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change’s (UNFCCC) negotiating team – following the adaptation and Loss and 

Damage streams. 

 Member of various international advisory bodies focused on climate change issues in 

cities e.g.: the Rockefeller Foundation’s Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience 

Network and vice-chair of UN-Habitat’s HS-NET Advisory Board which oversaw the 

production of the 2011 “Cities and Climate Change” Global Report. 



 Special advisor to ICLEI- Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive 

Committee on the Durban Adaptation Charter. Led the development of the Durban 

Adaptation Charter at Local Government Convention at COP17-CMP7. 

 Founding member of the Alliance for Sustainability and Prosperity for All.  

 Member of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network Thematic Group on 

Sustainable Cities, working towards the establishment of an urban SDG as part of the 

post-2015 development regime.  

 Member of the Future Earth Interim Engagement Committee and Future Earth 

Engagement Committee  

 Contributing Author (Africa) for GEO6 United Nations Environmental Programme 

(UNEP).  

 Member of the National Adaptation Plan Global Network Steering Committee. 

 Written widely in the fields of urban open space planning, environmental 

management and urban climate protection and has received a number of awards for 

her work e.g. AfriCan Climate Research Award. 
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