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Dear BObu

Once again, I would like 1o thank you for your excellent pres¢ntarion an Climace Change
and Biodiversity in the opening plenary of the sixth mecting of the Subsidiary Body on
Sciendfic, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), which was held in Montea)] from 12
to 16 March 2001. The scicniific infarmation that you provided. including the resulis of the
recendy copmpleted Third Assessment Report (TAR) of the Intergovérnmenta) Panel oo Climate
Change (IPCC), provided very wmseful background to SBSTTA’s consideration of the inter-
linkages between climate change and biological diversity. Maay delegations praiced your
prescataton and | am pleased to pass oo to you their complimants.

1 am also very pleased to inform you of the outcome of the SBSTTA discussions oo this
mater. In jus recommendarion V14, SBSTTA decldod t promote & wider assessment of the
intor-linkages berween biclogical diversity and climsts change, (paagraph 4), 1o initjam & pilot
Siscssmnent as & first step (paragrapb ), and to invite the IPCC o contribute (o this assessment
process by preparing s technical paper and identifying expens (paragraph 6). The full
recornmendacion is sttached. .

1 believe that a rechnical pager, based on the TAR. the special report on Laud Use, Land

Use Change and Forestry (LULUCY) aod other yelevant IPCC materia) would provide an

- excellent scicatific foundacon vo the wark of the Convention in this area. ] would be very

graccful if you would convey SBSTTA's request to the IPCC Plenary at its 17 Sessicn to be held
in Nairobi, from & -6 April, 2001. S :
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Chair of the Inter-goverumental Panel op Climate Change IPcc)
400, Virginia Avenue, S.W. - Suite 750 |
Washington, D.C, '

20024 U.S.A.

Fax: 202 488 8678

] » - eec [ T Veodd Trade Cene
For: (514) 289.65.88 Wabd: www.biadiv.om 383 SaintJacquen Srest, Sulte 300
UNEP Programme Morode), Québec, Carade M2Y IN9




1 shall be contacting CBD Focal Points in the near fiture 10 invite Paries and other
Goversraents (o nominats experts for tie ssscssment process. | befisve that close collaborazion
between the CBD and the IPCC, a5 wall as the UNPOCC and other relevaat bodies, will enhance
the efficiency and effsctiveness of the assessrment process, and | therefore look forward o
continued closs collaboratian in {dentifylng poential experts. v

Yours sincerely,

Mﬂ"" ' AN

Hamdallah Zedan
Execurve Secrerary



VI/7. Bialogicsl diversity and climste change, including cooperation with
the Unitad Nations Framswork Convention on Climste Change

The Subsidiary Body an Scientific, Technicel and Technological Advice,

Recalling decisions V/3, paragraphs 3, § and annex, V/4, paragraphs 11 and 16-20, V/1S,
paragraph 6, and V/21, parsgreph 3, of the Conference of the Parties,

Emphasizing the urgent need to take prompt acdon to address climate change as 2 major
cause of Jose of biological diversity, which is already evident, in pasticular in coral bleaching, and
its assecintod socic~oconomic consequences,

Also emphasizing thst easures that may be taken o mitigaze or adapt io climate change
may also have imporumt cffects, positive ar negative, an biological diversiry,

Stressing the peed for adapiation measures to ensure the long erm inwgrity of
ecosysiems, species and ecologlcal pracesees under conditions of climatc chenge.

Emphasizing a)so the impact of biodiversity loss on clitaate change and the contribution
that the conservatiop and sustainabdle use of biclogica) diversiry, inter glia through svaided
deforestatian, could rmake to adapt W or mitigate climate change,

Stressing that overall emission reduction is the main and most important measure ©
address climate change.

Recognizing the exisience of rclisble scientific data that climate change i alrsady
impacting on the biclogical diversity of coral reefs, _

1. Recommends o the Conference of 1be Parties at its sixth mceting that there is a
need W ke Unmediste sctions under the Convention an Biclogical Diversity and the United
Nations Framnework Conventiop on Climate Change to reduce and mitigeta the impacts of climate
change on the biological diversity of coral reefs and their sysocineed secio-economis effects:

2. Takes note of the discussion of the interlinkages barwesn biclogical diversity and
cHmate change, conlainad in the discussion uote by the Executve Seeretary submitted o the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change at ite
sixth session and the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bady on Scientific and Tectmological Advice at the
sccond pant of Its thineenth sewion, held in The Hague, from 13 o 24 November 2000
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/&/11, apnex I);

3. Welcomes the agreement of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technological
Advice 10 consider this matter at its fourrecuth sesslon, scheduled for July 2001, and its invitation
1o the Parties to the United Nations Pramswork Copvention oo Climare Change to submit their
views cn e issues identified;

4 Promotes on the basls of the ecosystem approach s wider assessment of the
interlinksges between biclogical- diversity and climate change. in order o develop mare
compeehensive scientific advice to iutegraie biodiversity considerations info the implementation of
ths United Nations Framcwark Convention on Cltmate Change and fis Kyoto Pratacol, incloding:

(a) The impacts of climate chenge on biological diversity and the impacts of
diodiveysity loss an cliowie change:

. ® Tha potantiel impact an biclogical diversity of mritigstian mesrures that may be
carried out under the United Nations Pramework Cobvention on Clitate Change and its Kyoto



Proweol, and identificadon of poteptial mitigation measures that also contribute to the
conservadon and sustaingble use of diological diversity;

© The potential for the conservador and sastainable use of biological diversity to
conwibute fo clirpate adaptation messures;

S. Iniriores, as 3 firgt step in the widst asscssment referred to ib paragraph 4 above,
a pilot assessment to prepare scientific advice to intapmue biodiversity considerations into the
implereatstion of the United Nations Pnmewark Convention an Climawe Change and its Kyeto
Protecal, and, for this purpose, establisbes sn sd hoc rechnical expert group in accordance with
the madis operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scienuflc, Technical and Technological Advice
and the terms of reference provided ip the annex to the pressnt recommendation, o repert on
progress to the Subsidiary Body at its seventh meeting,

6. Invizes the ntergovernmental Panel on Climate Change o congibute to this
assessment process by preparing a technical paper and identfying experts;

7. Invites the Millenniuin Ecosystem Assessment to incorparate the issues identified
in paragraph 4 above, and (o repart en this maner a1 the seventh roeeting of the Subsidisry Body
on Scieptific, Technical and Technological Advice;

8. Invites the United Nations Framewerk Convention on Climate Change, as wel as
the Convention ¢b Migratary Specics, the Convention on Wetlaads of Iniernational Inportance,
espocially as Waterfow] Habitat (Ramsar), ths United Nasions Copvenfion w© Combmt
Desertification, the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel of the Global Environment Facility,
the United Nations Forum on Forests and other relevant arganizarions to conaibute to this werk;

9. Requests the Execudve Secretary, in consulmarion with the Secretarist of the
Lnited Natiops Framework Convention on Climate Change, to explore the formaticn of 8 joint
liaison group between the bureau members of the relevant subsidiary bodies of the United
Nations Framework Canvention on Climate Change and the Convention an Bialogical Diversity,
and their respoctive secretariats, for the purpose of enhancing coordingtion between the two
conventions including exchange of relevent information, developroent of 3 joint work plan to
address the interlinkages detween climate change and biclogical diversiry, and the oypanization of
3 joint warkshop to further cooperation and collaborative action berween the rwo canvemtions;

10.  Requesis the Execunive Secretary 1o inform the sectetariats of the United Nations
Framework Couvention oa Climaze Change, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and
the Millerminm Ecosysiem Asscssment of these sicps aken by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technica) and Technological Advice, © convey to them the wgency and imporoce of the
mates. and 1o ipvite thoir contpued collaboration, with a view to feclliurdng the integration of
blodiversity considerations in the implementation of the United Nations Framewerk Convention
on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocel;

11 Requests the Executive Secrotary to propere a background paper for the pilar
assesement referred to in paragraph S above, drawing upon the material in bis note on biological
diversity and climaic change prapared for the sixth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technalogical Advice (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/S/) 1).

12. Notss the impormance of coordination of policies and programmes relaring 1o
climate chamge and biological diversity az the nations! level,



Annex

PILOT ASSESSMENT OF THE INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE
AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Terms of reference of the ad hoc sechnical exper: growp
1. The ad hoc technical sapert group should, an the basis of the ecosystem appraach:

(a) Analyse possible adverse effects on dielogical diversity of measurcs that might be
taksn or arc being considered under the UNFCCC and ju Kysw Prowcol; -

(b) Idendfy factors that influence biodiversity's capucity to midgate climate change and
contribute to adapmtion and the likely effects of clirale change oo that cwpacity;

(¢) Identify options for futwre wark on climaic change that also conmibute to the
canservarion and sustamable use of biclogical diversity.

2. The ad hoc technical expert group should develop recommendarions based upon a review
of possible approaches aund tools such as criteria and indicators, 1o facilitate application of
scientific advice for the integration of blodivertity considerations into the implernenation of
measures thar might be taken under the UNFCOC and its Kyolo Proroco) 1o mitigate or adapt to
climatec change; ,

3. In curying our these rasks, the ad boc technical eapert group should draw upon relevant
docwmnents prepared under the Canvention ¢on Biological Diversity (including decisions V73, V/4,
and V/6, and UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/&/11) and IPCC (includiog the third assessment review and
the Special Report on Land Use, Land-Use Change and Farestry LULUCE)), as well 3s other
available literature; -
4, The ad hoc technical expert group should identify aress where further work is needed to
improve scientific advice' for the integration of bjodiversity cemsiderations into the
implementation msssures 1o mitigate ar adapt to climare change, including (i) further astessment.
drawing upon exicting knowledge; and (ii) funher research; and should ideotify options for
parmicipation of the IPCC and UNFCCC in this further work:

S. The ad hoe technical expent group will comprise a regionally balspced group with
expertise in the fields of biological diversity and ¢limate ¢change. The exparts will be selacted by
the Executive Secretary In accerdance with the modis operandi of SBSTTA., In consultation with
the SBSTTA Bureau, drawing upon experts nominatad by Partles to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, seientlsts Invelved in the IPCC processes, and experts from indigenous and local
comnniLes;

S. The wark of the ad hoc technical expert group should be initisted as soon as possible. A
progress repart should be sobruitted to SBSTTA at ils seventh meeting, and the results of the ad
hoc technical expert group's work will be completed by the time of the cighth meeting of
s!?t}s:ll;A and cansiderad by SBSTTA at 4 meeting prior fo the seventh meeting of the Conference
0 artics.

Chare



