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SPECIAL REPORT ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND WATER
Submitted by the Co-Chairs of Working Group |1

Background

In Decison 8 of the 19™ Session, the Pand asked the TSUs of Working Groups | and 11, in
conaultation with Working Group Ill, to prepare a scoping paper for a possble Specid
Report on Climate Change and Water, the laiter to be complete by the end of 2005.
However, this issue needs to be conddered in the context of the related decison to deveop a
decison-making procedure for Special Reports and Technica Papers (Decision 4 a the 18"
Sesson of the Pand held in Wembley in September 2001).

2 The need for congstency between the two decisons was therefore, considered further
by the 27" session of the IPCC Bureau, Geneva, 7-8 August 2002. Moreover, taking into
condderdtion that there are & least 17 interndtiond organisations involved in water issues,
the Bureau agreed that it would be necessary to confer with a broader crosssection of the
water community before the IPCC could decide upon options for deding with the water
issue. There was a consensus that an expert meeting should proceed as soon as Working
Group I, with asssance from Working Groups | and Ill, could organise it. The am of the
meseting would be to advise whether the IPCC should:

@ ether prepare a Specid Report on Climate Change and Water (noting the

criteriaimplicit in the decison tree in the “ Decison Paper”); or
(b treat it as a theme/cross-cutting issue in the 4™ Assessment Report; or,
(© give it no specid priority.

Expert meeting to consult on Water and Climate Change

3 Accordingly, Working Group Il organised an Expert Medting on Climate Change and
Waer, which was hed on 11-12 November, 2002, & WMO in Geneva The ams of the
megting were: @ to consult with as many as possble of the internationa organisations with
interests in the water and with key experts, and b) to formulae a recommendation, for
condderation by the Bureau a its 28" session in December 2002, as to the most aopropriate
way for IPCC to ded with the issue of climate change and water over the next assessment
cycle, and to submit the Bureau’ s recommendation to the Plenary for congderation.

4 Twenty-gx internationa organisations were invited, of which 14 were able to attend
together with 11 experts Some organisttions that were unable to atend provided written
Satementsto the mesting.

Report to Bureau from the meeting

5 The view of organisations and experts a the meeting was that there would be little
vauein an IPCC Speciad Report in 2005 or 2006. The reasons given for this were that:
@ The Didogue on Water will publish a comprehensve report on dimate and
water in 2003, which will be based on information contained in the IPCC
Third Assessment; and,
(b) Any further report produced before completion of the Fourth Assessment
would be likely soon to become outdated.



6 It was consdered preferable that water be given a more integrated and expanded
trestment within the Fourth Assessment than it was in the TAR. It was dso consdered that
the audience (e.g. water managers and users) would benefit if this materid were dso reported
in a Technica Paper derived from the Fourth Assessment and produced in about 2008.

Recommendation by Bureau

7 The 27" Sesson of IPCC Bureau considered the above report and agreed to
recommend, for the reasons given above, that Plenary should:

@
(b)

(©

review its previous decison to request a scoping paper for a Specid Report in
2005;

ak Working Group Co-Chars and their Bureaux to condder how best to
endble a more integrated and enhanced treatment of the issue of dimae
change and water in the preparation of the Fourth Assessment; and,

subsequently, when the outline of the Fourth Assessment is presented for its
gpprova, condder the additiond vaue of a Technicd Pgper on Water to be
completed in about 2008. In order to progress this it is suggested that a
scoping paper for a Technical Paper be prepared for Plenary at its next
meeting, and that this can be then conddered dongsde the proposed content
of AR4. Since water is one of the proposed themes for AR4, it is logicd that
the anchor-person(s) for this theme lead the writing of the scoping paper.
Joint anchor-persons from developed and developing countries would be
gopointed by the Bureau of Working Group II, in consultetion with the other
Working Groups.



