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FORTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE IPCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

6 July 2016, Teleconference 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND DECISIONS 

 

 
Participants: 
 
Members: 
K. Barrett; E. Calvo; T. Krug;  H. Lee; V. Masson-Delmotte; J. Pereira; P. Shukla; J. Skea; 
Y.Sokona; K. Tanabe; P. Zhai. 
 
Advisory Members:  
A.Mokssit; A. Pirani; M.Tignor;  
 
Apologies: 
J. Hardy; H. Pörtner; D. Roberts. 
 
Secretariat: 
C.Martin-Novella. 
 

 
1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
The Provisional Agenda (EXCOM-XLI/Doc.1), as attached in Annex 1, was adopted adding, 
under Any Other Matters, an agenda item on a “FAO Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) 
symposium” and a second agenda item on “Roles, responsibilities and working 
arrangements between the IPCC Secretariat and the Technical Support Units”. 
 
2. URGENT ISSUES RELATED TO IPCC PRODUCTS AND PROGRAMME OF WORK 

THAT REQUIRE PROMPT ATTENTION BY THE IPCC BETWEEN PANEL 
SESSIONS  

2.1.  Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on the impacts of global 
warming of 1.5 ºC above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse 
gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response 
to the threat of climate change, sustainable development and efforts to 
eradicate poverty. 

 
Ms Thelma Krug, Chair of the Steering Committee for scoping the Special Report reported 
on the state of play in the selection of experts to participate in the scoping meeting to be held 
in Geneva from 15 to 18 (a.m) August 2016. The Secretariat reported on the state of play 
regarding the logistics for the organization of the scoping meeting.  
 
The Executive Committee discussed how to improve the balance among experts to be 
invited to the scoping meeting regarding scientific, technical and socio-economic expertise; 
geographical representation; a mixture of experts with and without previous experience in 
IPCC; gender balance; and experts with a background from various stakeholder and user 
groups. The Executive Committee also discussed how to enhance the participation of 
experts from developing countries, mindful that the IPCC budget would allow providing 
travelling support to up to 50 experts from developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition.  
 
The Executive Committee agreed that the Steering Committee should make 
recommendations to the WG Bureaux in these regards. 
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2.2. Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on climate change, 
desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food 
security, and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems. 

 
The Secretariat introduced the revised draft Terms of Reference for the Scientific Steering 
Committee for scoping the Special Report on climate change, desertification, land 
degradation, sustainable land management, food security and greenhouse gas fluxes in 
terrestrial ecosystems.  
 
The Executive Committee approved the Terms of Reference as attached in Annex 2. 

2.3. Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on climate change and 
oceans and the cryosphere. 

 
The Secretariat introduced the revised draft Terms of Reference for the Scientific Steering 
Committee for scoping the Special Report on climate change and oceans and the 
cryosphere.  
 
The Secretariat reported on recent contacts with the Principality of Monaco regarding its 
financial support to the Special Report.  
 
The Executive Committee approved the Terms of Reference as attached in Annex 3 and 
took note of the reports. 

2.4. Schedule and arrangements for scoping the Methodology Report on 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories. 

Mr Kiyoto Tanabe, Co-Chair of the Task Force Bureau, gave an oral report on progress in 
the preparations for the scoping meeting, including the process of selection of experts to be 
invited to the scoping meeting. 
 
The Secretariat reported that the negotiations regarding the Host Country Agreement with 
Republic of Belarus have successfully concluded. 
 
The Executive Committee took note of the reports. 
 
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

 
The Secretariat reported on recent outreach activities in Switzerland (Chair of IPCC report to 
the WMO Executive Council (WMO-EC), WMO-EC side event and Event at the Palais des 
Nations hosted by their Excellences the Ambassadors of France and of the Republic of 
Korea), and in Mali. The Secretariat also reported on ongoing plans for outreach activities in 
Cuba, Ecuador (HABITAT III Conference), Fiji, Jamaica, Thailand and Vietnam. 
 
The Executive Committee took note of the report. 
 
 
4. RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE ERRORS IN COMPLETED ASSESSMENTS AND 

OTHER IPCC PRODUCTS 

4.1. Update on the implementation of the Error Protocol. 

The Secretariat introduced this agenda item and the Executive Committee took note of the 
report. 
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5. COORDINATION BETWEEN WORKING GROUPS AND TASK FORCES ON 
ACTIVITIES AND ISSUES PERTAINING TO THE PRODUCTION OF ASSESSMENTS 
AND OTHER RELEVANT IPCC PRODUCTS 

 
5.1. Strategic Planning Schedule for the Sixth Assessment Report cycle. 

 
The Secretariat introduced the revised Strategic Planned Schedule for the Sixth Assessment 
Report cycle, developed in collaboration with the four Technical Support Units.  
 
The Executive Committee approved the Strategic Planning Schedule as contained in  
Annex 4. The Executive Committee agreed that this Strategic Planning Schedule should be 
transmitted for information to the National Focal Points and the observer organizations.  
 
The Executive Committee agreed to have a preliminary exchange of views on how to handle 
scientific contents in the Sixth Assessment Report under the agenda Item “Any Other 
Matters” of its next meeting. 

 
 

6. ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 

6.1. FAO Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) symposium. 

Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III reported on recent contacts with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) regarding their proposals for the IPCC to Co-sponsor two 
different symposia: a symposium on Soil Organic Carbon and a symposium on Climate 
Change, Land Use and Food Security. 
 
The Executive Committee agreed that the Scientific Steering Committee for the scoping of 
the Special Report on climate change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable land 
management, food security and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems should 
provide advice on how to respond to the kind proposals from FAO. Thereafter the Secretariat 
should respond to FAO in writing. 
 

6.2. Roles, responsibilities and working arrangements between the IPCC 
Secretariat and the Technical Support Units 

At the request of Mr Skea the Secretariat updated the Executive Committee on initiatives to 
clarify the roles, responsibilities and working arrangements between the IPCC Secretariat 
and the Technical Support Units, as requested in the 2015 Resolution 6.2/1 (Cg-17) of the 
World Meteorological Organization Congress and in paragraph 18 of Decision IPCC/XLI. 
 
The Executive Committee agreed to continue following up on this matter. 
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ANNEX 1 
 
 

IPCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – FORTY-FIRST MEETING 

 Teleconference, 6 July 2016 

 

EXCOM-XLI/Doc. 1 

(30.VI.2016) 

Agenda Item: 1 

ENGLISH ONLY 

 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

(Submitted by the Acting Secretary of the IPCC) 

  

  
1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
2. URGENT ISSUES RELATED TO IPCC PRODUCTS AND PROGRAMME OF 

WORK THAT REQUIRE PROMPT ATTENTION BY THE IPCC BETWEEN 
PANEL SESSIONS  

2.1. Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on the impacts of global 
warming of 1.5 ºC above pre-industrial levels and related global 
greenhouse gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the 
global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development 
and efforts to eradicate poverty. 

 
2.2.  Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on climate change, 

desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food 
security, and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems. 

 
2.3.  Arrangements for scoping the Special Report on climate change and 

oceans and the cryosphere. 
 
2.4.  Arrangements for scoping the Methodology Report(s)to refine the 2006 

IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. 
 

3. COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES  

3.1. Overview of ongoing and planned communication and outreach activities 
 

4. RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE ERRORS IN COMPLETED ASSESSMENTS AND 
OTHER IPCC PRODUCTS 

4.1. Update on the implementation of the Error Protocol 
 

5. COORDINATION BETWEEN WORKING GROUPS AND TASK FORCES ON 
ACTIVITIES AND ISSUES PERTAINING TO THE PRODUCTION OF 
ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER RELEVANT IPCC PRODUCTS  

5.1. Strategic Planning Schedule for the Sixth Assessment Report cycle. 
 

6. ANY OTHER MATTERS 
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ANNEX 2 
 
 

Scientific Steering Committee for the scoping of the IPCC Special Report on 
‘Climate change and land use1’ 

 
 

Terms of Reference 
 
 
Introduction 
 
1. In Paragraph 3 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-6 on the Sixth Assessment Report Products - 

Special Reports - the Panel decided: 

To prepare a Special Report on climate change, desertification, land degradation, 
sustainable land management, food security, and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial 
ecosystems. The scoping process may consider challenges and opportunities for both 
adaptation and mitigation.  

2. In Paragraph 2 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-7 on the Sixth Assessment Report Products – 
Strategic Planning – the Panel decided: 

To consider the outline of the Special Report on climate change, desertification, land 
degradation, sustainable land management, food security and greenhouse gas fluxes in 
terrestrial ecosystems at the 45th Session of the IPCC in 2017. 

3. In Paragraph 1 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-10 on Communications for the Sixth Assessment 
Report (AR6)  the Panel decided : 

To request the respective Working Group Bureau, or in the case of the Synthesis Report, 
the IPCC Chair, in preparing a scoping meeting:  

 to engage with governments and a wide range of stakeholders in the scoping 
process, seek greater input from stakeholder groups in the scoping process, and 
identify, with the help of governments and observer organizations, audiences and 
stakeholders who can provide input;  

 to consider different options to enable stakeholders to contribute to the scoping 
process, for instance through a call for submissions or other pre-scoping contacts;  

4. The Special Report will be developed under the joint scientific leadership of Working 
Groups I, II, III and the Task Force on Inventories (TFI) with support from the Working 
Group III Technical Support Unit. 

5. The Government of Ireland has offered to host the Scoping Meeting in Dublin in the week 
commencing 13 February 2017. 

6. The Chair of the IPCC herein establishes a Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) to lead 
the scoping of the Special Report.  

 

                                                        
1
  The term “Land use” is used to denote all of the elements covered in Paragraph 3 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-6 and 
is without prejudice to the final scope of the report decided by the Panel. 
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Composition of the Scientific Steering Committee  

7. The SSC will be composed as follows: 

Chair of SSC  
 
Youba Sokona (IPCC Vice-Chair) 
 
Members  

 
Valerie Masson-Delmotte, WG-I Co-Chair 
Hans Pörtner, WG-II Co-Chair 
Debra Roberts, WG-II Co-Chair 
PR Shukla, WG-III Co-Chair 
Jim Skea, WG-III Co-Chair 
Eduardo Calvo, TFI Co-Chair 

 Caroline Vera, WG-I Vice-Chair 
 Mark Howden, WG-II Vice-Chair  
 Carlos Mendez, WG-II Vice-Chair  
 Taha Zatari, WG-II Vice-Chair 
 Ramon Pichs-Madruga, WG-III Vice-Chair 
 Nagmeldin Goutbi Elhassan Mahmoud, WG-III Vice-Chair 
 Andy Reisinger, WG-III Vice-Chair 
 Diana Urge-Vorsatz, WG-III Vice-Chair 
 Cheikh Mbow (Senegal), Lead Author, WG-III AR5 AFOLU Chapter 11  
 Pete Smith (UK), CLA, WG-III AR5 AFOLU Chapter 11 
 

8. The Chair of the SSC may appoint a vice-chair in consultation with the WG-III Co-chairs. 
The Vice-chair will chair meetings in the absence of the Chair. 

9. The SSC may invite additional members after consultations with leading scientific bodies. 

Mandate 

10. The role of the SSC is to support the convening of and reporting on the scoping meeting 
for the Special Report in accordance with paragraph 4.1 of Appendix A to the Principles 
Governing IPCC Work, “Procedures for the Preparation, Review, Acceptance, Adoption, 
Approval and Publication of IPCC Reports”. 

11. The specific mandate of the SSC is as follows:  

a. To facilitate the process by which the IPCC Bureau2 selects participants to be invited 
by the Secretariat to the Scoping Meeting. 

b. To prepare the draft agenda for the Scoping Meeting.  

c. To prepare the necessary documentation to inform the Scoping Meeting, taking into 
account different options to enable stakeholders to contribute to the scoping process, 
for instance through a call for submissions or other pre-scoping contacts. 

d. To prepare a document with the outcomes of the Scoping Meeting to be transmitted, 
through the Secretariat, to the 45th Session of the Panel for their consideration. 

                                                        
2  The IPCC principles refer to “relevant respective Working Group Bureau/Task Force Bureau”. As the Special 

Report Is under the scientific leadership of of  Working Groups I, II, III and the TFI, the selection will be made 
by the whole Bureau. 
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Mode of Operation  

12. The SSC will meet by Webex or similar means, or physically as circumstances permit, as 
often as is necessary to fulfil its mandate. 

13. The SSC may form sub-committees to advance aspects of its work. However, all 
decisions are taken by the SSC a whole. 

14. The SSC will strive to reach consensus in making decisions. In the event that consensus 
does not emerge, the Chair of the SSC will make the decision in consultation with the co-
chairs of WG-III which is supporting the production of the Special Report. 

15. The work of the SSC will cease when the Panel has agreed the scope and outline of the 
Special Report and has agreed the work plan including schedule and budget. 
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ANNEX 3 
 

Scientific Steering Committee for the scoping of the IPCC Special Report on 
”Climate change and oceans and the cryosphere” 

 
 

Mandate 
 
Introduction 
 
In Paragraph 4 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-6 on the Sixth Assessment Report Products - Special 
Reports - the Panel decided: 
 

”4. To prepare a Special Report on climate change and oceans and the cryosphere”. 
 
Furthermore, in Paragraph 3 of Decision IPCC/XLIII-7 on the Sixth Assessment Report 
Products – Strategic Planning – the Panel decided: 
 

“3. To consider the draft Special Report on climate change and oceans and the 
cryosphere as early as possible during the Sixth Assessment Report cycle”. 

 
The Special Report will be developed under the joint scientific leadership of Working Groups 
I and II with support from the Working Group II Technical Support Unit. 
 
The Chair of the IPCC herein establishes a Scientific Steering Committee to undertake the 
scoping of the Special Report with the following composition: 
 
Composition of the Scientific Steering Committee: 
 

 Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte (Co-Chair of Working Group I) 

 Mr Panmao Zhai (Co-Chair of Working Group I) 

 Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner (Co-Chair of Working Group II)  

 Ms Debra Roberts (Co-Chair of Working Group II) 

 Mr Eduardo Calvo (Co-Chair of the Task Force Bureau)  

 Mr Edvin Aldrian (Vice-Chair of Working Group I) 

 Mr Gregory Flato (Vice-Chair of Working Group I) 

 Mr Andreas Fischlin (Vice-Chair of Working Group II) 

 Mr Sergey Semenov (Vice-Chair of Working Group II) 

 Mr Amjad Abdulla (Vice-Chair of Working Group III) 
 
The Scientific Steering Committee will be chaired by Ms Ko Barrett (IPCC Vice Chair). 
 
The Scientific Steering Committee may invite additional members after consultations with 
leading scientific bodies. 
 
Mandate 
 

1. To prepare a list of experts to be invited by the IPCC Secretariat to participate in the 
Scoping Meeting to be held on 6–9 December 2016 in Monaco. This list will be 
established through consultation of the Working Group I and II Bureaus. It should be 
prepared on the basis of nominations received from member States, Observer 
Organizations and members of the Bureau. 
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2. To prepare the draft agenda for the Scoping Meeting to be held on 6–9 December 
2016. 

 
3. To prepare the necessary documentation to inform the Scoping Meeting. 

 
4. To prepare a document with the outcomes of the Scoping Meeting to be transmitted, 

through the IPCC Secretariat, to the 45th Session of the IPCC for consideration by the 
Panel. 

 
5. The work of the Scientific Steering Committee will end when the outline of the Special 

Report is approved by the Panel. 
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Year Month Week Working Group I Report
Working Group III 

Report
Working Group II Report Synthesis Report SR 1* SR 2** SR 3*** MR**** IPCC/Bureau COMMENTS

4-10

11-17

18-24

25-31

1-7

8-14

15-21
IPCC Bureau meeting on 

SRs

IPCC Bureau meeting 

on SRs

IPCC Bureau meeting 

on SRs
IPCC Bureau-51

22-28

29-6

7-13

14-20

21-27 27 March - Easter Sunday
28-3

4-10

11-17
IPCC decisions on 

Special Reports

IPCC decisions on 

Special Reports

IPCC decisions on 

Special Reports
IPCC decision on MR IPCC-43

18-24

25-1

2-8

9-15

16-22

23-29

30-5

6-12

13-19

20-26

27-3
Decision on Scoping 

Nominations

Decision on Scoping 

Nominations
4-10 7 July - Eid Al-Fitr Holiday
11-17

18-24

25-31

1-7

8-14

15-21 Scoping Meeting IPCC Bureau-52

22-28

29-4 Scoping Group meeting

5-11

12-18 13 Sept - Eid al – Adha Holiday
19-25

26-2
Decision on Scoping 

Nominations
3-9

10-16

17-23
IPCC approval of the SR 

outline

IPCC decision on MR 

outline
IPCC-44

24-30

31-6

7-13

14-20

21-27

28-4

5-11 Scoping Meeting

12-18
Decision on Scoping 

Nominations
19-25 25 Dec - Christmas Day

26-1
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Year Month Week Working Group I Report
Working Group III 

Report
Working Group II Report Synthesis Report SR 1* SR 2** SR 3*** MR**** IPCC/Bureau COMMENTS

2-8

9-15

16-22

23-29
Decision on Scoping 

Nominations
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Nominations
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Authors
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Decision on selection of 
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Special  Report  on the  Impacts  of Global  Warming  of  1.5°C  above  pre-industrial  levels  and related Global Greenhouse gas emission pathways in the context of strengthening the Global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development and efforts  to eradicate poverty.

Special report on a climate change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food security, and Greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems.

Special report on a climate change and oceans and the cryosphere.

Methodology report on greenhouse gas inventories.


