REPORT OF THE TWENTY-SECOND SESSION
OF THE IPCC BUREAU
Nairobi, 3 April 2001

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION

1.1.  The Chairman of the IPCC, Dr. Robert T. Watson, opened the session on 3 April 2001 at
10.00 hours in Conference Room 1 at the UNEP headquarters in Gigiri, Nairobi.

1.2.  The agenda, as adopted, is attached in Appendix A.

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE TWENTY-FIRST SESSION OF
THE BUREAU

2.1.  Amendments to the draft report were requested in paragraphs 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.2, and
6.5. The list of assignments of Bureau Member Review Editors to questions in the Synthesis Report
needs to be attached to the report. Furthermore it was recommended to move the list of abbreviations
to the end of meeting reports.

2.2 The report as amended, including the list of assignments and the tasks and responsibilities for
the Review Editors, which forms Appendix B to the report, is available in the Secretariat on request.

3. SYNTHESIS REPORT
3.1.  The Chairman informed the Bureau of the progress in the preparation of the Synthesis Report.

3.2.  After the sessions of the three Working Groups a meetings of the extended writing teams
were held, in which 40 to 50 experts from each Working Group participated. All these names will be
reflected as contributors to the Synthesis Report

3.3. The second meeting of the Core writing Team was held in Geneva from 19 to 23 March 2001
to finalise the draft Synthesis Report for expert/government review. The draft report is 35 to 40 IPCC
pages (70 ordinary pages), the Summary for Policymakers approximately 7500 words.

3.4. On 3 April 2001 the draft was sent to governments and experts for an eight weeks
expert/government review. The draft was also posted on a password-protected website.

3.5. The draft Synthesis Report will be translated in the official UN languages and sent to
governments two weeks after the English version. However, governments will be asked to comment
in English on the English version.

3.6. The UNEP/GRID Arendal group was hired to prepare, in close consultation with the core
writing team, high quality graphics for the Synthesis Report. Approximately 40 graphics and a
number of tables will be used, but only one photograph.

3.7. The third meeting of the Core Team will take place from 18 to 22 June 2001 in Annapolis,
near Washington D.C. All members of the Core Team and all Review Editors are expected to
participate in this meeting.

3.8. It was suggested to make copies of the draft Synthesis Report available to delegates at IPCC-
XVII.



4. TASK FORCE ON NATIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES PROGRAMME
(TFI)

4.1 NGGIP TFB Co-chair Mr. Hiraishi briefed the Bureau on the progress of discussions in the
Task Force Bureau (TFB) on the Terms of References for the NGGIP. Members of the Panel were
invited to submit their views by end of January 2001 for consideration by the TFB. No response was
received before the TFB-V (held in March 2001). TFB-V agreed to propose that the status quo could
be maintained until IPCC-X1X in 2002 in line with the decision taken by IPCC-XVI1 on this matter.
The Bureau agreed that this matter should be further discussed by IPCC-XVII in conjunction to the
issue of future of the IPCC, and, at the same time, urged TFB to continue its elaboration of options
including future status of the NGGIP and appropriate procedures for approval of its products.

4.2 Dr. Nyenzi reported on the outcome of the co-chairs’ informal consultations and the
considerations in TFB-V on the LULUCEF issue, which were held in Geneva in March 2001. The
Bureau agreed to take the approach to elaborate the land-use change and forestry (LUCF) sector of the
Revised 1996 IPCC Inventory Guidelines, including good practice guidance and to focus on those
issues of interest to the Convention. The work would include a Planning Meeting to be held shortly
after the resumed session of COP-6 with a view to developing draft terms of reference (TOR) and a
draft work plan including a time line, for consideration by IPCC-XVIII. If the resumed session of
COP-6 delivers further guidance on land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF), it should be
taken into account at the Planning Meeting.

4.3 The representative of the UNFCCC Secretariat informed the Bureau about a technical review
of national greenhouse gas inventories which was started recently and that they have the mandate to
report on the experience of Parties in using the IPCC 1996 Guidelines.

5. COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

5.1.  The Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Group on Communication Strategy Dr. Pachauri briefed the
Bureau on ongoing information and outreach activities. He highlighted the increasing amount of
timely updated information on the IPCC website, including meeting documents and official speeches.

5.2.  As agreed upon by the Bureau at its 21* Session the Summaries for Policymakers of the
Working Group contributions to the Third Assessment Report were released on the first working day
after approval by the Working Group. They were posted on the IPCC website together with a press
information note, and widely distributed by e-mail. A few days before the respective Working Group
session a press advisory was circulated to press and posted on the website and arrangements were
made with a major news agency (APTN) to provide the information via satellite to other media. The
media and outreach activities were carried out with assistance from media experts provided by UNEP.
The releases of the Working Group contributions to the Third Assessment Report received the
attention of world media and the hits of the IPCC website increased to over a million in February
2001.

5.3. Regarding further dissemination of IPCC results to general public and targeted user groups
the Bureau agreed that the IPCC must maintain its high quality information and cannot simplify its
findings. It was suggested that other organisations, in particular UNEP and WMO could play a
stronger role in disseminating IPCC knowledge. Individuals involved in writing IPCC reports may
provide guidance and assist through informal review of the material prepared by UNEP and other
organisations.

5.4.  The presentation of UNEP’s strategy on the IPCC, which contains various outreach activities
was appreciated. UNEP’s role in implementing Article 6 of the UNFCCC was recognised.



5.5.  The Bureau agreed that it would be useful to organise IPCC side events at the occasion of the
resumed session of COP-6, but that they must not replace a formal presentation of the IPCC TAR at
SBSTA-15 in November 2001.

5.6. In the discussion about future outreach activities the following additional points were made:

a.

b.

Information seminars could be organised more frequently in countries where IPCC
meetings are held and a general strategy for seminars should be developed.

National climate days, with participation of IPCC authors held already in a few
countries, were considered a useful tool to disseminate IPCC knowledge.

Outreach efforts through radio programmes, TV and national newspapers should be
intensified to reach also those, which do not have access to internet. Professional
assistance for outreach to media is needed.

The IPCC Secretariat should play a stronger role in disseminating IPCC findings and
assist with establishing contacts between those requesting information and Lead
Authors/Bureau Members.

The power point library on the IPCC closed website should be expanded with sets of
simple slides about TAR findings. IPCC presentations could also be shared on the
closed site, except for major IPCC speeches such as presentations at COP and
SBSTA, which are posted on the public IPCC website.

6. POST-TAR WORK PROGRAMME INCLUDING THE ELECTION OF A NEW
BUREAU AND THE IPCC BUDGET FOR 2002-2004

6.1.  The chairman introduced document IPCC-XVII Doc.4 on the future work programme of the
IPCC and asked Bureau members to express their views on the future of the IPCC and to comment on
the ten decisions suggested in document 4.

6.2.  The following points emerged in the course of the discussion:

a.

b.

There is a need for objective, independent and comprehensive assessment and
therefore the Panel has to continue its work.

The ownership by the parent organisations UNEP and WMO and their governing
bodies is essential. While the UNEP Governing Council at its 21* Session reaffirmed
its strong support to the IPCC, the WMO Executive Council needs to be re-engaged.
The importance of the UNFCCC as stakeholder was emphasised, but requests from
the UNFCCC need careful consideration and scientific focus.

While most members supported the present Working Group structure, the co-
operation between the Working Groups and integration of cross-cutting issues needs
to be improved.

Defining the scope of the Synthesis Report at an early stage may facilitate integration
of cross cutting issues

The experience from the TAR process and preparation of Special Reports and other
feedback should be careful evaluated and reflected in recommendations for future
work.

Diverging views were expressed regarding intervals between assessment reports and
staggering of reports.

There is a trade-off between emphasis on Special Reports and/or intermediary reports
that focus on new developments and longer intervals between full assessment reports.
In general the size of the Bureau was considered appropriate, but the roles of Vice-
chairs needs further consideration.

A number of Bureau members supported the establishment of a Working Group 1V
on methodologies.

6.3.  The Chairman informed the Bureau about a decision by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice to the Convention on Biological Diversity to invite the IPCC to



contribute to the assessment of inter-linkages between biological diversity and climate change by
preparing a technical paper and identifying experts. The topic will be considered by IPCC-XVII.

6.4.  The Chairman introduced a proposal for a Special Report on Climate Change and Sustainable
Development, which will be considered further by IPCC-XVII.

6.5. The Bureau agreed that the IPCC budget for 2002-2004 will be considered by the Financial
Task Team.
7. OTHER BUSINESS

7.1.  Avreport by the IPCC Task Group on Climate Scenarios for Impact Assessment (TGCIA) was
presented.

7.2.  The Representative of the UNFCCC Secretariat informed the Bureau about a workshop on
methods for impacts and adaptation assessment, which will be held in June 2001.

7.3. A proposal was received from the International Institute for sustainable Development (11SD)
to report in the Earth Negotiating Bulletin on IPCC Plenary Sessions. The Bureau recommended that
they report about IPCC-XVII. However, neither names of individuals, countries or groups of countries
will be mentioned. It was further recommended to review the decision about reporting in the Earth
Negotiating Bulletin at each session. In this context it was suggested to consider general rules for
media presence at sessions of the IPCC and its Working Groups.

8. TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

8.1.  The Bureau decided to meet in its Twenty-third Session on 23 September 2001 in Wembley,
UK prior to the Eighteenth Session of the Panel.

9. CLOSING OF THE SESSION

10. The session closed at 18.30 hours on Tuesday, 3 April 2001.



The following abbreviations are normally used in current IPCC documents:

4-R

CLA
COP
CBD

DC

EIT

F&B Division
GEF

ICS
ICSU
IGBP
IHDP
I0C

LA
LUCF
LULUCF
NGGIP
RE

SAR

SBI
SBSTA
SFR
SPM

SR

SYR
TAR
TBD

TF

TFB

TFI
TGCIA
TOR

TS

UN
UNEP
UNESCO
UNFCCC
WCRP
WG
WMO

Fourth Assessment Report

Co-ordinating Lead Author

Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC

Convention on Biological Diversity

Developing Country

Country with Economy in Transition

Finance and Budget Division of the WMO

Global Environment Facility

International Council of Science (formerly ICSU)
International Council of Scientific Unions

International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme of ICS
International Human Dimensions Programme of ICS
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO
Lead Author

Land-use and Forestry

Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry

National Greenhouse Gas Inventories Programme of the IPCC
Review Editor

Second Assessment Report

Subsidiary Body for Implementation of the COP

Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice of the COP
Swiss Franc

Summary for Policymakers

Special Report of the IPCC

Synthesis Report

Third Assessment Report

To Be Determined

Task Force of the IPCC

Interim Bureau of the TFI

Task Force for NGGIP

Task Group on Climate Scenarios for Impact Assessments of the IPCC
Terms of Reference

Technical Summary

United Nations Organization

United Nations Environment Programme

UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

World Climate Research Programme (WMO/IOC/ICS)
Working Group of the IPCC

World Meteorological Organization
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