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PROGRESS REPORT 
IPCC Scholarship Programme (IPCC SP) 

(Submitted by the IPCC Secretariat) 
 
 
Background 

Following the award of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, the Scholarship Programme was set up by 
the Panel at its 29th Session (IPCC-XXX/Doc.8).  
 
The Trust Deed submitted by the Secretariat was approved by the Bureau at its 38th Session (BUR-
XXXVIII/Doc.5). It provides that “the aim of the Fund is to build capacity in the understanding and 
management of climate change in developing countries through providing opportunities for young 
scientists from developing countries to undertake studies that would not be possible without the 
intervention of the Fund.” 
  
At its 30th Session in Antalya, the Panel agreed on the composition of the Board of Trustees. A first 
progress report on the IPCC Scholarship Programme was submitted to the Panel at its 31st Session 
in Bali (IPCC-XXXI/Doc.13). 
 
Consistent with the above documents and as agreed by the Panel, the IPCC Secretariat has 
accomplished the following tasks:  

• Liaise with  WMO regarding the administration and management of the Fund; 
• Prepare and announce the initial call for proposals based on guidance received from the Board 

of Trustees and the Science Board; 
• Manage the first stages of the selection process (more than 2000 applications received); 
• Compile the submissions for consideration by the IPCC experts and the Science Board; 
• Assist in fundraising activities (2 funding partners secured so far); 
• Prepare reports for consideration by the Science Board, Board of Trustees and the IPCC; 
• Organize meetings of the Science Board and the Board of Trustees and presentations of the 

Scholarship Programme. 
 
 
1.  Progress since the IPCC 31st Session  

 
* Formal Presentation at COP-15 
 
The IPCC Peace Prize Scholarship Fund, now called the IPCC Scholarship Programme (IPCC SP), 
was formally introduced at a press conference on Wednesday 16 December 2009, during the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP-15), in the presence of Senator Tim Wirth, 
President of the UN Foundation, and Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland.  Dr Brundtland, the IPCC SP first 
funding partner, conveyed the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message to the 
audience on this occasion as the Special Envoy on Climate Change. The webcast as well as  
 

Mr Ban Ki-moon’s remarks can be viewed on our website (www.ipcc.ch and 
on:http://www3.cop15.metafusion.com/kongresse/cop15/templ/play.php?id_kongressmain=1&them
e=unfccc&id_kongresssession=2627 ) 
 
The presentation of the IPCC programme offered an opportunity to showcase the longer term 
contribution that can be made by scientific education and capacity building in the countries that 
need it most as well as towards increased participation of developing countries in science research 
and assessment. 
 
* First joint meeting of the IPCC SP Boards 
 
The first joint meeting of the Boards of the IPCC Scholarship programme (IPCC SP) convened on 
Monday 8 February 2010 in New Delhi.  
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Considering the rather cautious approach by potential donors, the initial funding strategy was 
slightly adapted and a pilot phase agreed to be launched in a first phase, using contributions from 
donors mentioned above and others as appropriate.  Until a conflict of interest policy is in place, the 
targeted potential funding partners would be Foundations only. A timeline towards awarding the first 
round of scholarships during next academic year, as announced to the public and our partners, was 
developed. 
 
It was confirmed that the focus of the programme should be training of scientists in reputable 
institutions. It was also emphasized that the programme should not be restricted to fundamental 
science but address topics relevant for decision making such as energy, water, extreme weather 
events and crops, or cover wider aspects such as achieving carbon neutrality in a country.  

 
Following concerns expressed by the Panel in October 2009 that the term education may be too 
wide, the Boards agreed to change the title of the Programme to "IPCC Scholarship Programme" 
(IPCC SP). 
  
An action plan was agreed and the IPCC Secretariat ensured its implementation on time, as follows: 
 

• Call for proposals  ready for circulation early April; 
• Deadline for submissions early July; 
• Selection by Science Board and information of Board of Trustees; 
• First awards issued before the 32nd Session of the Panel (October 2010). 

 
  

 
2.  Implementation of the IPCC SP Pilot Phase 

 
* Call for proposals and dedicated webpage 
 
The IPCC SP Science Board decided on key eligibility criteria and entrance requirements, including:  
 

• Age : Younger than 40 years of age ; 
• Purpose of Study : MSc, PhD, Post Doc or Training; 
• Candidates from developing countries, especially those from Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and the regions worst hit by droughts, floods, famine and 
changed patterns of precipitation. 

 
It determined that the proposals for the initial round of scholarship should focus on the following five 
fields of study:  
 

• Underlying science of climate change; 
• Impacts of climate change on aquatic ecosystems, water availability, health and agriculture; 
• Climate-related disaster management – institutional and organizational issues; 
• Climate modelling and assessment of impacts of climate change; 
• Adaptation and Mitigation options for different sectors and assessment of socioeconomic 

implications. 
 
Based on the IPCC SP Science Board’s decisions, the IPCC Secretariat put together the call for 
proposals for the Scholarship Programme and designed for it a dedicated webpage on the IPCC 
website (http://www.ipcc.ch/ipcc-scholarship-programme/ipcc_scholarshipprogramme.html). 
 
 
* Circulation of the Call for Proposals 
  
The call for proposals was launched on 23 June 2010 and was widely publicized and circulated via 
letters to IPCC Focal Points, Bureau Members and Authors, via articles in Climate-L, and via 
EarthPrint.com to about 10,221 customers and subscribers of environmental publications. 
  



     

IPCC-XXXII/Doc. 17, p.3 

The initial response, in the first week following the launch of the IPCC website only, has been 
overwhelming, coming from all regions of the earth : 
 

• 21,500 hits (viewers) were received on the IPCC scholarship website page; 
• 510 enquiries were received which were replied in a timely and personal manner by the 

Secretariat.   
 

As a result of the strong interest, by the deadline, on Sunday 31 July 2010, more than 2000 
applications were received.  
 
Of noteworthy importance, a number of Academic institutions have approached the Secretariat 
about waving tuition fees and indicated their interest for partnering with the IPCC SP. These 
include:     
 
• United Nations University  (Bonn, Germany); 
• The Graduate Institute (Geneva, Switzerland); 
• Ecole Polythechnique Federale de Lausanne (EPFL), (Lausanne, Switzerland) ; 
• Masdar Institute of Science and Technology (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates); 
• University of Oxford, School of Geography and Environment (Oxford, UK); 
• Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology (Tianjin, China); 
• The Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) (Bangkok, Thaïland); 
• The Center for Energy & Environmental Policy, University of Delaware (Newark, USA). 
 
 
* Action Plan for the Selection Process and Timeline 
 
Considering the unexpected high number of requests for scholarships, it was decided to organize a 
multi-stage selection process as follows:  
  

• The IPCC secretariat proceeded with a first technical screening of the 2000 applications 
received within the deadline, with respect to completeness of the application and eligibility 
criteria (age, duration of study, degree etc.). Applications that did not meet the criteria and 
requirements as well as incomplete applications were disqualified; 

 
• The applications (application form and full documentation received) were then classified 

according to the five fields of study identified in the call for proposals and entered in the 
electronic database according to area of study, region and other relevant information; 

 
• As a result, a total number of 1027 submitted applications have passed through the first 

screening by the Secretariat; 
 

• Guidelines for reviewers and a system for rating the candidates have been prepared by the 
Secretariat for the reviewers along with the candidates' applications; 

 
• The applications were then circulated to IPCC experts to review them in terms of their 

scientific / technical merits. This screening is currently ongoing and upon completion of this 
stage, the Science Board will proceed with the selection of candidates. 

 
 
* Fundraising and financial status of the IPCC SP Trust Fund 
 
The IPCC Secretariat has developed a number of fundraising strategies in order to adapt to 
changing circumstances linked to COP-15, the IPCC media and credibility crisis and the impact of 
the InterAcademy Council (IAC) review.  
 
An agreement was reached on 9 August 2010 with the Prince Albert II Foundation to fund  
7 scholarships. 
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In its second joint meeting, convened by the IPCC Secretariat on 3 September 2010 by Webex, the 
IPCC SP Board Members took stock of the fundraising and financial issues.   
 
The Secretariat feels that given the large success and response to the Call for Proposals of the 
Scholarship Programme, it would be appropriate to consider means to finance 5-10% of the best 
candidates. 
 
This question was raised at a conference call with the Boards in the light of the present availability 
of funds. Given the time constraints for announcing the results of the awards, the Boards concluded 
that 10 scholarships should be awarded for this pilot phase of the Scholarship Programme. 
 
 
3.   Issues for future consideration  
 
The immediate next steps forward 
 
• Ensure continuation of management of the selection process; 
• Ensure administration and management of all matters related to the IPCC SP Fund and the 

disbursement of scholarship monies; 
• Monitor the reporting requirements of the scholars and other beneficiaries; 
• Develop partnerships with academia and host institutions (both those that have requested it and 

new ones); 
• Continue implementation of fundraising strategies in order to leverage the IPCC SP Trust Fund. 

 
The IAC report mentions the need for capacity building and the need for the development of 
partnerships with academic institutions. The Scholarship Programme is uniquely in keeping with this 
aim.  
 
In order for the IPCC and the Secretariat to ensure continuity of this Programme that potentially 
“affects the nature and quality of the assessment reports”, it requires additional resources and an 
operational unit to take care of its immediate and long term management. The services of a senior 
person would be required to follow up and further develop the fundraising efforts. 
 
 

 

 




