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REPLACEMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE IPCC BUREAU 

 
(Submitted by the IPCC Secretariat) 

 
 

 
1. Background 
 
By letter of 26 November 2009 the IPCC Secretary was informed by the Government of Sierra 
Leone that Professor Ogunlade Davidson, Honourable Minister of Water and Energy of Sierra 
Leone, was no longer able to carry out his responsibilities as Vice-Chair of the IPCC and that the 
Government of Sierra Leone nominated Mr Ismail Elgizouli of Sudan to replace him in his position 
as Vice-Chair of the IPCC. 
 
By letter of 13 January 2010 the Secretary of the IPCC requested the Focal Point of Sierra Leone to 
thank Professor Davidson for his long and outstanding leadership and contribution to the work and 
activities of the IPCC. With respect to the nomination of Mr Elgizouli to replace Professor Davidson 
the Secretary indicated that according to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedures for the Election of the 
IPCC Bureau and Any Task Force Bureau (hereafter: the Election Rules), Members have the right 
to nominate “a representative of the same Member of the IPCC” as replacement for a Bureau 
member. The nominated person shall replace the Bureau member as acting member until the next 
Session of the Panel, at which Session a new member will be elected for the remainder of the term 
of the Bureau. If the relevant Member of the IPCC is unable to nominate a replacement within six 
months a new member from the same region shall be elected by the Panel. Since the Government 
of Sierra Leone has nominated Mr Elgizouli from Sudan to replace Professor Davidson, Mr Elgizouli 
could according to the current Rules be elected for the remainder term of the Bureau at the  
32nd Session of the Panel, 11-14 October 2010, Busan, Republic of Korea, but not serve as acting 
member before that Session. However, since Mr Elgizouli was already a member of the IPCC 
Bureau and as acting member would just assume additional responsibilities, the Secretary informed 
the Focal Point of Sierra Leone that she would seek the advice and consent from the Members of 
the IPCC to accept by way of exception, the nomination of Mr Elgizouli of Sudan to replace 
Professor Davidson as acting Vice-Chair during the intermediate period, i.e. until the 32nd Plenary 
Session of the IPCC. 
 
Consequently by letter of 2 February 2010 the Secretary requested Members to indicate before  
31 March 2010 if they had any objection to the proposed nomination of Mr Elgizouli as acting Vice-
Chair of the IPCC.  
 
By letter of 12 April 2010 the Secretary informed the Members that no objection was received to her 
proposal to replace Professor Davidson as Vice-Chair of the IPCC by Mr Elgizouli of Sudan until the 
32nd Plenary Session, at which Session elections would be held. In addition to his assignment as 
Vice-Chair, Mr Elgizouli would, for the time being, continue his duties as Vice-Chair of Working 
Group III. 
 
By letter of 15 June 2010 the Secretary informed the Members that the 32nd Plenary Session is 
supposed to take a final decision about the candidature of Mr Elgizouli for the post of Vice-Chair of 
the IPCC. In case he will be elected, there will be the need to fill the vacancy of the Vice-Chair of 
Working Group III, which Mr Elgizouli will leave behind. In line with Rule 7 of the Election Rules, 
pertaining to the need for a balanced geographic balance in the composition of the IPCC Bureau 
and Annex B to the Rules, which indicate that the Bureau will include five representatives of Africa 
(Region I), the Members were invited in accordance with Rule 18 to submit nominations.   
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2. Nominations received from Governments  
 
In response to the letter of the Secretary of 15 June 2010, nominations for the Vice-Chair of 
Working Group III were received from the Government of South Africa, indicating by letter dated  
27 July 2010 that they would support the candidature of Mr Francis Yamba from Zambia or  
Mr Anthony Adegbulugbe from Nigeria in case their respective Governments, i.e. Zambia and 
Nigeria, would nominate them. By letter dated 5 August 2010 the Government of Senegal 
nominated Mr Chérif Diop for the position of Vice-Chair of Working Group III.   
 
For reference of the Panel the nomination letters of the Governments are attached to this document. 
 
 
 
 








