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Special Observer Status of the European Community  
As Regional Economic Integration Organization  

 
 
 
At the 29th Session, the European Community (EC) presented a proposal (under IPCC-XXIX/Doc.5, 
attached for convenience as Annex I), to grant special observer status to Regional Economic Integration 
Organisations that are Parties to the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, status which is already existing 
in favour of the EC in other international fora. 
 
At the Session, a contact group, co-chaired by Mr Andrej Kranjc (Slovenia) and Mr Hiroshi Ono 
(Japan), took into account a number of comments on this proposal and advised to allow for some further 
reflection from Members before a final decision is taken. The Plenary invited the task group to produce 
a preliminary report (attached as Annex II) and to undertake further consultations in order to enable a 
consensus to be reached at 30th Session. 
 
The consultation was done by the Secretariat and the present document collates comments received 
from Governments (Annex III). Those comments have been conveyed to the Co-Chairs of the contact 
group to complement its views and prepare a proposal for consideration of the Panel at P-30. 
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SPECIAL OBSERVER STATUS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

AS REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION ORGANIZATION 
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ANNEX II 
 
 
 

PROPOSAL TO GRANT SPECIAL OBSERVER STATUS TO “REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
INTEGRATION ORGANISATIONS” THAT ARE PARTIES TO THE UNFCCC AND  

THE KYOTO PROTOCOL 
 

Report on the work of the Contact Group dealing with the request by the EC - by Co-Chairs:  
Mr. Hiroshi Ono, Japan, Mr. Andrej Kranjc, Slovenia 
  
A contact group met twice to discuss the EC proposal on an enhanced observer status for the EC under the 
IPCC. The discussion was conducted in a constructive spirit and the delegate of the EC was given an 
opportunity to address a number of queries that Members’ delegates had on the EC proposal. He clarified 
that the EC is not seeking to become a Member of the IPCC but rather to ensure that it can fully participate 
in the work of the IPCC by being given the chance of taking the floor, making proposals and amendments. 
The EC is not seeking the right to vote nor to stand for elections or participate to bureau meetings. He also 
mentioned that the EU Lisbon Treaty would not have a substantive impact on the status of the EC under the 
IPCC when it enters into force. Upon requests from delegates, he pointed to other UN fora under which the 
EC has been given a full participant status, which include the Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD), the United Nations Forum on Forest (UNFF), the Rio Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED), etc. 
  
During the discussions, several delegates supported the EC proposal as put forward while some others didn’t. 
The delegates from US, Venezuela and Russia put forward alternative proposals in writing to address the EC 
status. They will all be submitted to the Secretariat for the record and possible future reference. The new 
texts put forward all contain useful elements addressing some of the interests raised by Members in the 
discussion while trying to accommodate the EC proposal. However, the new texts also differ substantially 
from one another. In particular, an important issue to address is the balance between opening up an enhanced 
observer status also to other regional integration organizations and the need to avoid the IPCC being flooded 
with an unlimited number of special observers. 
  
The group discussed the opportunity to engage in a drafting exercise to try to develop a compromise text but 
the general feeling was that this might be premature at this stage since more Members than those present at 
the contact group would need to be involved in the discussion in order to come to an agreement. Besides, 
several delegates are not ready to adequately deal with this issue in this session because of their diversified 
views and engagement in the election process. 
  
On this basis, the group felt it would be appropriate for the Co-Chairs to report to the Plenary on the 
substance of the discussions that took place and suggested that the Panel continue its discussion on this issue 
at the next session and invite Member countries to provide their views, comments, questions on the EC 
proposal in due time ahead of the next IPCC plenary. This would inform the discussions at our next meeting 
and allow for a more in depth consideration of the issue with a view to coming to a decision on it. 
 
We ask the secretariat to include this report in the report of the session. 
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BULGARIA 
Dear Mrs. Christ, 

 Refer to your letter (No: 4958-09/IPCC/OBS) , dated 14 of January allow 
me, in my capacity as IPCC National Focal Point, to express my point of view 
on the proposal by EC, the IPCC to recognizes a special observer status of 
the EC REIOs. 

I support such decision to be taken by the IPCC Plenary and I think that 
such status will bring mutual benefits of the EC and IPCC because: 

-      The  EC already gained essential and varied experience on all aspects 
of the combat against the climate change, because the EC climate 
change legislation, policy and environment initiatives are developed, 
apply and monitor both at the Community level and at the level of the 
Member States, any of them with own national peculiarities;  

-    The EC funding a lot of studies, analysis, scoping meetings, seminars 
and other similar initiatives, related with climate change issues; 

-    The   EC has unique experience on how is possible commitments on 
emission limitation and reduction under the Kyoto Protocol to be 
implemented jointly by several Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (Article 4 
of the Kyoto Protocol); I think that such experience probably will be 
very useful after the first committed period under Kyoto Protocol, when 
new agreements have to be implemented from both Annex I and Non-
annex I countries and some of them would prefer to fulfill their 
commitments jointly.  

-     The    EC is a Party to the UNFCCC/Kyoto Protocol, has own rights 
on that agreements and using beneficial this status, when on 
international level different decisions in terms of climate change policy 
have to be taken. 

Taking into account that mentioned above, I think that the opinion of EC 
REIOs, expressed as full participant at all activities of the Panel, would be 
very useful for IPCC work. 

Yours sincerely, 

Teodor Ivanov 
IPCC National Focal Point, Bulgaria 
 
24.02.2009 
Sofia 
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MINISTRY OF ECOLOGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

T I I E  S T A T E  H Y D R O M E T E O R O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E

TeU Fax: 373 22 773529
Telex: 163219 PGDSU
E-mail: intem@meteo.md

193, Grenoble Str.
MD 2043 Chiqindu

Republic of Moldova

Nb: l l l  260
Date: 05102/2009

To: Renate CHRIST, Secretary of the IPCC,
Cc: Mr Andrej Kranjc (Slovenia)

Mr Hiroshi Ono (Japan)
Fax :  *  3732277  3529

Dear Mr. Renate CHRIST

Regarding your letter No: 4958-09/IPCC/OBS

Republic of Moldova considers that this is a greatmoment to grant the status

of the special observer for the Regional Economic Integration Organizations of the

European Community,that are Parties to the UNFCCC and the Kyoto protocol,

due to the positive effect that this change will have on the Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change( IPCC ) and its activities.

The State Hydrometeorological Service takes this opportunity to renew to the

IPCC Secretariat the assurance of its highest consideration.

Valeriu CAZAC Director,
IPCC Contact Point in Moldova
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