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REPORT OF THE FORTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE IPCC 
 

Paris, France,  13 – 16 March 2018 
 
 
 

1.  OPENING OF THE SESSION 

The Chair of the IPCC introduced the provisional agenda as contained in document  
IPCC XLVII/Doc.1. 

Mr Hoesung Lee, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), called the 
47th Session of the IPCC (IPCC-47) to order on Tuesday 13 March 2018 at 10 a.m. at the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) headquarters in 
Paris. He welcomed participants and expressed gratitude to the Government of France for 
hosting the meeting. In his opening statement, the Chair thanked the Working Group Bureaux 
and Technical Support Units for their efforts in developing the lists of authors for the Sixth 
Assessment Report (AR6), commending the high quality of expertise and welcoming the 
improvements in the number of developing country authors as well as gender balance. The 
Chair noted that 2018 marked the 30th anniversary of the IPCC; both the year and the AR6 
cycle as a whole are characterized by unprecedented ambition with the release of eight 
reports over five years. This shows that IPCC will continue to be the voice of climate science, 
contributing to evidence-based policymaking. The IPCC is reinventing itself with this 
challenging body of work, e.g. with greater representation of authors from the social sciences, 
and through increasingly cross-cutting and cross-disciplinary approaches to its assessments. 
The previous week’s CitiesIPCC conference in Edmonton, Canada, reflected the IPCC’s 
particular focus on cities in this cycle, and the growing role of non-state actors in addressing 
climate change. The Chair concluded by wishing all participants a productive meeting and 
declared the 47th Session of the IPCC open. 

Ms Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, welcomed the IPCC delegates. She 
recalled the responsibility of UNESCO to work on strengthening cooperation and global 
citizenship, based on the belief that all human activities are intertwined. No problem can be 
solved without acting in related fields such as education. No single country can tackle the 
challenges alone. The fight against climate change requires a holistic approach. She 
described how UNESCO’s programmes inform the public about climate change, which poses 
a threat to cultural heritage. She recalled UNESCO’s work with media to strengthen their 
coverage of climate change; and with member states to develop educational policies taking 
environmental questions into account. 

Mr Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
congratulated the meeting for celebrating the world’s greatest achievement in communicating 
science - the IPCC. The global community has been able to adopt the Paris Agreement in 
large part thanks to the solid scientific findings of the IPCC. He underscored the commitment 
of the IPCC’s parent bodies WMO and UN Environment Programme (UN Environment). He 
highlighted the role of national meteorological and hydrological services in understanding 
climate change. He noted with concern that action to implement the Paris Agreement was not 
on course to hit the 1.5-2.0ºC targets. It was important for the IPCC to continue presenting its 
messages to decision-makers especially in the context of the forthcoming Special Report on 
Global Warming of 1.5°C. He expressed hope that in 30 years it will be possible to celebrate 
the IPCC’s 60th anniversary by looking back on the successful implementation of the Paris 
Agreement. 
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Ms Anne Le More, Chief of Staff, delivered a statement on behalf of Erik Solheim, Executive 
Director of UN Environment. She praised the IPCC for delivering robust, independent 
evidence that shapes policy and action. Its work underpinned a global agreement on climate 
change that was unimaginable 30 years ago. Its credibility resonates as much with individual 
citizens as it does with political leaders. The findings of the incredible men and women behind 
the work of the Panel are crucial for the UN to unite governments and the private sector 
around policies and measures shifting the world towards sustainable progress. There is no 
doubt that looking back 30 years, the IPCC has done a lot, and looking ahead, there is more 
to do as the world prepares for the implementation of the Paris Agreement, striving to help cut 
the dangerous gap between the Paris targets and actual emission reductions. 

Ms Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), said everyone who has contributed to the work of the IPCC in the past 
three decades deserves to be recognized. She recalled that the IPCC First Assessment 
Report in 1990 was integral to the agreement of the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. Since then all achievements by Parties to the Convention have been directly 
informed by the IPCC. The forthcoming Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 °C cannot 
come at a better time as governments will finalize the operating manual under the Paris 
Agreement Work Programme and hold the 2018 Talanoa Dialogue. IPCC science will be 
instrumental to raise ambition in the next round of nationally determined contributions and will 
give stakeholders an evidence-based path forward. She added that the work of the IPCC is 
vital to achieving success for the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Agenda.  

Ms Frédérique Vidal, Minister of Higher Education, Research and Innovation of France, 
recalled that the IPCC was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and is globally recognized as a 
model of an intergovernmental body of experts. The IPCC enables a large number of people 
to understand complex issues and spurs political action. The IPCC presents the state of 
knowledge on the climate, taking into account the diversity of countries and highlights areas of 
uncertainty showcasing where future research should be focused. With this set of values and 
pursuing gender balance and an inter-disciplinary approach, the IPCC has embarked on the 
production of the AR6. She concluded by saying that international cooperation is the way 
forward. 

Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, said the IPCC has become 
the scientific and intellectual conscience of political commitment to combat the threat of 
climate change. He recalled that the President of France, Mr Macron, had reminded the world 
on several occasions that climate change is the most crucial challenge we face. The 30th  
anniversary of the IPCC is an occasion to recall that science represents one of the most 
powerful drivers to accomplish transformation. Only thanks to science has the world learned 
that climate change is of anthropogenic origin and that action is cheaper in the long run than 
inaction. He recalled that President Macron had promised that the IPCC would not lack a 
penny to continue its work. He said that France will provide € 1 million per year to the IPCC 
trust fund until the publication of the AR6 in 2022, in addition to its support for the Working 
Group I Technical Support Unit. He called on all countries to maintain, initiate or increase their 
support to the IPCC. Mr Le Drian thanked all for their presence and shared commitment. 

2.   APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 46TH SESSION OF THE IPCC 

The draft report of the 46th Session of the IPCC as contained in document IPCC-XLVII/Doc.5, 
Rev.1 was presented and approved without changes. 
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3.  IPCC TRUST FUND PROGRAMME AND BUDGET  

3.1 Budget for the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 

In introducing the item, document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 2, Rev. 1 on the IPCC Trust Fund 
Programme and Budget Ms Kerstin Stendahl, Deputy Secretary of the IPCC, informed the 
meeting that the document had been revised based on comments received from members. 
She said that in preparing the budget, savings and cost cutting measures had been 
considered. She thanked countries that have hosted or have offered to host meetings and 
noted cost-saving efforts in the Secretariat as regards travel. The panel was asked to discuss 
and approve the revised budget for 2018 and the proposed budget for 2019 and to note the 
indicative budgets for 2020 and 2021.  

The Chair established the Financial Task Team (FiTT) to address this item and asked that it 
report back to the Panel on 16 March 2017 in the afternoon. The FiTT is open-ended with a 
core membership  of Germany, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the United States of America and 
it is co-chaired by Amjad Abdulla (Maldives) and Helen Plume (New Zealand). The FiTT held 
a pre-briefing and met four times.   

Ms Helen Plume, Co-Chair of the FiTT presented the recommendations of the FiTT to the 
Plenary on 16 March 2018 in the afternoon. The IPCC approved the budget for 2018 and 
2019 and noted the indicative budgets for 2020 and 2021 and adopted Decision IPCC-XLVII-2 
on the IPCC Trust Fund Programme and Budget contained in Annex 1. 

3.2  Resource mobilization  

In introducing the item, Mr Abdalah Mokssit, Secretary of the IPCC presented document 
IPCC-XLVII/INF. 8. He thanked all the countries who have made contributions to the IPCC 
Trust Fund as well as those who made in-kind contributions. He gave a summary of the fund- 
raising efforts during the 23rd Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change.  

He highlighted the savings that had been made, including during recent meetings.  He noted 
the recent increase in contributions and said  that although there was no immediate financial 
concern for the IPCC,  there is still a need to ensure that IPCC is financially sustainable in the 
medium to long term.  

The European Union (EU), Norway, France, Luxemburg, Japan, Morocco, Republic of Korea 
and China took the floor. They thanked the Secretary for the presentation and also all those 
countries who have contributed to the trust fund. All the members that spoke noted with 
satisfaction the improved financial situation for the short term and agreed with the Secretary 
that sustainability of the financial situation is needed for the medium to long-term. The EU 
specified that in the next three years its contribution is expected to increase from 4 million to 5 
million in 2019 and the total contribution in three years will be 7.9 million Euros. This would be 
in grants with various durations and the average contribution should remain around 2.5 million 
Euros per year. The representative of the EU requested that the full list of EU member 
countries be shown in the contributions list.  

Norway indicated that their contribution for 2018 of 900,000 CHF had been paid. France  
clarified that part of their contribution for 2018 will go towards the cost of hosting the  
47th Session of the IPCC,  therefore about 700 000 Euros will be transferred to the Secretariat 
for this year and thereafter France will contribute 1 million Euros per year for the remaining 
part of the AR6 cycle.  Luxembourg informed the meeting that they will transfer their pledge of 
15,000 CHF for 2017 and will be contributing the same amount for 2018 which will be 
transferred as soon as possible. 

 

 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/120320180135-Doc.%202,%20Rev.%201Budget.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180604-INF.8-Mob.pdf
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Japan informed the Plenary that it will continue to host the Technical Support Unit of the Task 
Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories and that they are considering increasing their 
contribution to the IPCC Trust Fund by 50%. Japan also emphasized the importance of 
efficient use of the budget. Morocco informed the Plenary that they made a first time 
contribution of 15,000 CHF and have committed the same amount for every year throughout 
the AR6 cycle. The Republic of Korea informed the Plenary that they will host the 48th Session 
of the IPCC and will contribute to the establishment of the AR6 Synthesis Report. China 
informed the Plenary that they will host two Lead Author Meetings, one for the Working Group 
I contribution for AR6 and another for the Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
Changing Climate.  

The Chair thanked all the countries who have made contributions and increased their 
contributions, as well as first time contributors and those who have contributed in kind.  

The Panel took note of the document.   

4. AD HOC TASK GROUP ON FINANCIAL STABILITY  

The Chair of the IPCC opened the Agenda Item 4, document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 10, Rev.1 on 
the Ad Hoc Task Group on Financial Stability of IPCC (ATG-Finance) and asked the  
Co-Chairs of the Task Group to introduce the item.  
 
In introducing the item, Ms Thelma Krug, IPCC Vice Chair and Co-Chair of the ATG-Finance 
provided information on recent consultations with IPCC member governments on fundraising 
options as well on contacts with the Office UN Secretary General, WMO and UN Environment. 
As mandated by the Panel, they also explored the potential of IPCC receiving support from the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF) and Green Climate Fund (GCF) and have been advised by 
members of the group to explore a high level meeting with the Co-Chairs of GEF and GCF.   
 
Mr Youba Sokona, IPCC Vice-Chair and Co-Chair of ATG-Finance noted that because of the  
low response rate for the questionnaire sent out to members it had not been possible to 
present the Plenary with conclusive results at this session. He noted that ATG-Finance had 
held a face-to-face meeting during IPCC-47 and as a follow–up would prepare a work plan 
identifying the short, medium and long term goals and collect further information on the 
options in order to come up with recommendations for the Panel, including identifying the 
barriers for contributing to the IPCC. He noted the distinction between the short-term 
budgetary problems of the IPCC and need to ensure financial sustainability in the long-term.   

The Chair noted the need for the ATG-Finance to continue its work and asked that the Panel 
extend the mandate of the ATG-Finance.   

Belgium, Germany, Hungary, Japan, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom,  Working Group III Vice-Chair Amjad Abdalah  and Working  Group I Vice-Chair 
Edvin Aldrian took the floor. They thanked the Co-Chairs for their report and expressed 
satisfaction that the short term financial crisis has been averted. They were generally 
supportive of extending the work of the ATG-Finance to address IPCC’s financial 
sustainability. Many expressed agreement with the three fund-raising priorities identified in 
response to the questionnaire: (1) increasing voluntary contributions from Member 
Governments; 2) contributions from UN entities and international financial institutions; and 3) 
voluntary and assessed contributions in the UN system and contributions from scientific, 
research and philanthropic institutions) and agreed that the group needed to continue its work 
on this basis. Some delegations signaled that there was a need to correct the way their 
responses were reflected in the table indicating ratings among the fund-raising options.  Many 
that spoke  supported the extension of the mandate until the 49th Session of the IPCC. They 
supported the list of priorities and having back to back meetings during plenaries. 
Submissions from the countries were requested to be put on Papersmart so that they are 
accessible to everyone.  Several delegations expressed concern over  the low level of replies  
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on this important topic, and one noted the correlation of responses with contributing countries.  
Several delegations noted that more work needs to be done with UN agencies and 
recommended raising the communication with GCF and GEF to include the IPCC Chair,  
Co-Chairs of the GCF and GEF and perhaps the UN Secretary General. One delegation noted 
that they were not in favor of assessed contributions, in light of previous experiences in other 
fora. They recommend maintain voluntary contributions from governments but in a certain 
framework. A suggestion was made for the Secretariat to send individual letters on 
contributions to each Focal Point indicating that the country could refer to the UN assessed 
scale when considering their contribution. Many cautioned against contributions from private 
entities. Some noted the need to explore an option between voluntary and mandatory 
contributions.   

Several delegations underscored the need to broaden the contribution base and in order to do 
this, it was essential to understand barriers to doing so. One delegation encouraged building 
on the relationship with WMO resource mobilization to further learn and use their expertise to 
reach out to governments who have not contributed. 

In responding, the Co-Chairs of ATG-Finance that it would be useful for another questionnaire 
with more in-depth questions that would help in understanding the barriers that governments 
face and that the Task Group would also continue to explore experiences from other UN 
organizations on dealing with similar challenge. Youba Sokona encouraged delegations to 
share further ideas with the Secretariat.  

The Panel decided to extend the mandate of the Ad-Hoc Task Group on Finance until the  
48th Session of the IPCC.   

5.  IPCC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 

Ms Ko Barrett, IPCC Vice–Chair and Chair of the IPCC Scholarship Programme Science 
Board introduced document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 6. She thanked the funding partners who have 
continued to support the IPCC Scholarship Programme and said that in the current fourth 
cycle of awards (2017-2019), seven scholarships were awarded through funding provided by 
the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation. Six candidates were selected to be funded by the 
Cuomo Foundation. Certain challenges were encountered when vetting the submissions made 
by three of the Cuomo Foundation candidates. Ms Barrett and the Secretary of the IPCC 
engaged the Cuomo Foundation to discuss challenges related to the three candidates and 
other  issues encountered in the implementation of the Scholarship Programme. The Panel 
was invited to provide guidance on better ways to achieve the goal of supporting young 
scientists from developing countries and bringing them into the IPCC process.  
 
During the ensuing discussion, the following delegations took the floor; Australia, Canada, 
Chad, China, Ecuador, Germany, India, Mali, Norway, Republic of Tanzania, South Africa, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
 
The Science Board was requested to provide the legal instruments and decisions which 
established the Scholarship Programme to help delegates in assessing the governance 
structure to provide a basis for strengthening its administration. Delegates observed that the 
objectives for establishing the programme by the IPCC to develop scientific capacity in 
developing countries and Small Islands Developing States remain valid, emphasized the need 
for strengthening the programme, and supported the continuation of funding to support 
fundamental research through PhD fellowships. It was suggested that measurable outcomes 
and benefits for the programme should be presented to the Panel. Other suggestions made by 
delegates included: exploring the possibility to fund short-term visits to IPCC TSUs to increase 
the exposure of early career scientists and to strengthen internal networking within the IPCC; 
introducing online training programmes to build capacity in IPCC processes; developing 
partnerships with academic institutions or academies of science to help identify potential 
beneficiaries to be co-sponsored; establishing networks of IPCC scholarship recipients to 
provide peer support and to integrate them into the work of the IPCC; extending the duration  

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180354-Doc.%206-SPO.pdf
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of the award cycle from two years to three years; supporting Masters candidates; soliciting 
additional administrative support externally; further discussing in subsequent meetings, the 
involvement and role of Chapter Scientists in the IPCC process and budget implications.           
 
IPCC Bureau Members who made interventions included: Edvin Aldrian, Andreas Fischlin, 
Gregory Flato, Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Hans-Otto Pörtner, Jim Skea and Carolina Vera.  
 
Suggestions were made to use the Scholarship Fund to support Chapter Scientists to work 
with Lead Authors in the preparation of the AR6. The TSUs would help with the selection of 
Chapter Scientists and related administrative issues. Working Group III experience in selecting 
and supporting Chapter Scientists could be used as a starting point to engage them in the 
process. It was noted that IPCC procedures are silent with respect to the role of Chapter 
Scientists in the preparation of assessment reports. A publication by some Fifth Assessment 
Report (AR5) Chapter Scientist which discusses their experiences, lessons learnt and 
recommendations is available for reference1. A concern was raised that, currently, the review 
process for scholarship applications is disconnected from the processes in the academic 
institutions hosting the applicants and that there is insufficient follow up of the outcome of the 
PhD training. A suggestion was made to present success stories of previous scholarship 
recipients, to possibly include a criterion in the selection of IPCC authors which would allow for 
their identification and to include them as potential candidates of the WMO Research Award 
for Young Scientists.         
 
Ms Barrett proposed that the Panel adopt a decision to support Chapter Scientists from 
developing countries from the IPCC Scholarship Fund in the near term, while exploring ways 
to strengthen the programme in the long term.  
 
Government delegates who commented on Ms Barrett’s proposal were: New Zealand, 
Switzerland and Zimbabwe.     
 
The Science Board was requested to provide a document to the Panel detailing the proposal 
and financial implications for funding Chapter Scientists. Concerns were raised to the effect 
that the Panel was not yet at a point to make the decision owing to several unresolved issues 
such as the burden which supporting Chapter Scientists will place on the Scholarship Fund, 
whether the Fund is sufficient to support all the Chapter Scientists, the manner in which the 
distribution of funds between Chapter Scientists and PhD scholarships will be maintained. A 
suggestion was made to solicit external funding to support the involvement of Chapter 
Scientists in order to sustain the Scholarship Programme, which supports PhD candidates 
whose research attempts to fill existing scientific knowledge gaps in developing countries.     
 
IPCC Bureau Members who responded to the proposal made by Ms Barrett include: Valérie 
Masson-Delmotte, Hans-Otto Pörtner, Jim Skea and Pius Yanda.   
 
Bureau members emphasized the urgency of the Panel’s approval for funding to support 
Chapter Scientists noting that deferring the decision to a later IPCC session would be late for 
the work under the AR6 cycle. The FITT was requested to develop a budget for the support of 
Chapter Scientists. Developed countries who host Coordinating Lead Authors contributing to 
AR6 were encouraged to provide funding to support the involvement of Chapter Scientists. 
Working Group III Co-Chair offered to provide information which would be helpful in 
constructing a budget for the support of Chapter Scientists.  
 
TGICA Co-Chair Timothy Carter mentioned the opportunity of involving early career scientists 
in the work undertaken by the IPCC Data Distribution Centres (DDCs) to enable them learn 
about the types of data and scenario information used in the IPCC assessment process. This 
would support the DDC in their work such as the preparation of various data and scenario 
materials, archiving, distribution and outreach, and developing and maintaining DDC 
webpages.             

                                                           
1 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2015.06.012 

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2015.06.012
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Ms Barrett acknowledged that she did not have answers to the questions raised by Panel 
members and did not expect that establishing a Contact Group would resolve the concerns. 
She added that current and other potential funding partners had not been consulted to find out 
their willingness to support Chapter Scientists. However, she noted that because of the timing, 
it would be crucial that the Panel agrees in principle that the Scholarship Fund could be used 
to support the involvement of Chapter Scientists on condition that a comprehensive proposal 
detailing the specifics will be presented at the 48th Session of the IPCC. She further mentioned 
that a decision at the 47th Session would enable the Science Board to reach out to the partner 
organization and other potential donors to solicit additional support for the Scholarship 
Programme.        
 
Ms Barrett requested to consult Working Group Co-Chairs and interested government 
delegates and submit a proposal to the Panel.  
 
Following the informal consultative meeting, Ms Barrett presented the draft decision for the 
Panel’s adoption. She highlighted that while embracing the idea of supporting developing 
country Chapter Scientists, the Scholarship Programme will continue to support PhD students 
in developing countries. The support for Chapter Scientists of about CHF15,000 per person, 
per year, would involve funding their travel to three Lead Author Meetings and provide an 
honorarium up to CHF 10,000. This would support about 10 to 15 developing country Chapter 
Scientists. The Science Board committed to fundraise around this concrete idea to ensure its 
success.       
 
Member countries which commented on the draft decision text were: Bolivia, Botswana, Chad, 
Comoros, Costa Rica, Cuba, Germany, Malawi, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Tanzania, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe.   
 
Delegates emphasized the need to mobilize additional resources from external sources in 
order to sustain and strengthen the programme and requested that the Science Board takes 
concrete actions to achieve this. It was suggested that Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 
should be included in the decision text. A request was made to provide Panel members with 
the role and functions of Chapter Scientists.  
 
Bureau Members who made comments to the draft decision text include: Thelma Krug, Pius 
Yanda, Noureddine Yassaa, Taha Zatari.  
 
A proposal was made to explicitly mention early career scientists in the draft decision. A 
suggestion was made to explore ways to invite academic IPCC Observer Organizations to 
support the programme. It was suggested that IPCC Focal Points should be involved in the 
selection of Chapter Scientists to ensure transparency.   
 
The draft decision text was revised and subsequently, Decision IPCC-XLVII-6, was adopted by 
the Panel. 

6.   PROGRESS REPORTS 

6.1 Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C 

Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Working Group I Co-Chair introduced document IPCC-
XLVII/INF. 6 on the status of the special report. She also mentioned that the Third Lead 
Author Meeting (LAM3) was held in Malmo, Sweden and thanked the Government of Sweden 
and the Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute for hosting the meeting. She also 
thanked everyone who responded to the survey on the design and framing of Frequently 
Asked Questions. The Second Order Draft (SOD) of the Special Report on Global Warming of 
1.5°C (SR1.5) and the First Order Draft (FOD) of the Summary for Policymakers (SPM) were 
drafted under the supervision of Working Group Co-Chairs and Coordinating Lead Authors 
(CLAs) of the five chapters and noted the addition of Contributing Authors were added to 

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180459-INF.6-ReportSR%2015.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180459-INF.6-ReportSR%2015.pdf
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contribute in the preparation of the SR1.5. A total of 25,476 review comments on the SOD 
were received from 567 respondents. Ms Masson-Delmotte thanked the Government of 
Botswana for offering to host the Fourth Lead Author meeting (LAM4). Six Lead Authors (LAs) 
and Review Editors (Res) stepped down. Two Review Editors and four LAs were selected as 
replacements. One LA was elevated to become CLA. A three-day SPM writing meeting is 
required in order to accelerate the finalization of the SPM for government distribution. She 
thanked the Technical Support Units (TSUs) for the operational support.                  

Member countries who made comments included: India, Mali, Philippines, Russian Federation 
and Zambia.   

Delegates inquired about the possible reasons associated with the stepping down of the six 
authors. One delegate inquired if there were salient points from the review comments received. 
Ms Masson-Delmotte reported that the authors who had stepped down cited different personal 
reasons. She mentioned that most of the comments requested shorter and clearer text and 
more clarity on the expression of confidence related to statements. One observer organization 
suggested that the SPM could effectively reflect important new research highlighted in the five 
chapters.   
 
The Panel took note of the report.   
     
 

6.2 Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate 
 
Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner, Co-Chair of Working Group II presented document IPCC-XLVII/INF. 11. 
He informed the Panel that the First Lead Author meeting (LAM1) for the report was held in 
Naji, Fiji, in October 2017 and thanked the government of Fiji for hosting the meeting. The 
LAM1 provided a substantive start to the report. A media briefing and two outreach events 
were also held. The internal draft of the Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
Changing Climate (SROCC) underwent informal expert review from 15 December 2017 – 19 
January 2018. The draft was reviewed by 34 experts who submitted 1606 comments. The 
review comments were discussed by the author team during the Second Lead Author meeting 
(LAM2) which was held in Quito, Ecuador in February 2018. A media dialogue, a bilateral 
meeting between the Minister of Environment and the IPCC and an outreach event were held 
during the LAM2. Mr Pörtner thanked the government of Ecuador for hosting the meetings. 
The FOD of the SROCC is in preparation and is scheduled for review from 4 May – 29 June 
2018. The Third Lead Author meeting (LAM3) will be held in July 2018 in Lanzhou, China. 
Chapter Scientists have been appointed for every chapter. The glossary is under development 
and will be incorporated into the common glossary for all three Working Groups. Frequently 
asked questions (FAQs) are also under development.  

 
One observer organization thanked the IPCC for selecting some authors they nominated and 
inviting them to review the internal draft. The SROCC will be used for the preparatory process 
of the United Nations Decade on Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030).   

 
The Panel took note of the report. 

 
6.3 Special Report on Climate Change and Land 
 

Mr Priyadarshi Shukla, Working Group III Co-Chair presented document  IPCC-XLVII/INF. 1. 
He informed the Panel that the FOD which was held in Oslo, Norway in October 2017 initiated 
the work by developing the chapter outlines and dealing with cross-cutting issues. The Zero 
Order Draft (ZOD) which was completed in January 2018 was reviewed by 31 experts. A total 
of 131 applications were received in response to the call for volunteer Chapter Scientists from 
developing countries. Seven scientists were selected. To address cross-cutting issues, two 
Task Groups were established to deal with the glossary and scenarios.  

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/010320181107-INF.11-SROCC.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/190220180831-INF.%201-ReportLand.pdf


   

9 
 

One observer organization inquired if the SOD would be reviewed by both experts and 
governments.  

Mr Shukla confirmed that governments will also be invited to review the SOD. 

The Panel took note of report.  

6.4 Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories  
 

Mr Eduardo Calvo-Buendia, Co-Chair of the Task Force on National Greenhouse gas 
Inventories (TFI) introduced document  IPCC-XLVII/INF. 4. He informed the Panel that about 
190 authors and REs are working on the 2019 Refinement of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. The LAM2 was held in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe in 
September 2017. Mr Calvo-Buendia thanked the government of Zimbabwe for hosting the 
LAM2. About 853 experts registered to review the FOD from 4th December 2017 – 11 
February 2018. The LAM3 is scheduled for April 2018 in Cairns, Australia. The SOD will be 
available for government and expert review from 2nd July 2018 – 9th September 2018. The TFI 
continues its work in maintaining, improving and promoting the Emissions Factor Database 
(EFDB) and the IPCC Inventory Software. The 15th EFDB Editorial Board Meeting and the 
Expert Meeting on data for the EFDB were held in Paris in December 2017, co-organized with 
the International Energy Agency.     

Mr Kiyoto Tanabe, Co-Chair of the TFI reported that the selection of new members of the 
EFDB Editorial Board was ongoing. As part of improving the Inventory Software, some Tier 2 
worksheets for certain sectors have either been already incorporated or are close to 
completion. The Expert Meeting on Short Lived Climate Forcers, organized by the TFI and 
Working Group I will take place in Geneva in May 2018. The TFI continues to work in 
collaboration with the UNFCCC to help inventory compilers to better understand and use TFI 
products.  

The Panel took note of the report. 

6.5 Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact and Climate Analysis 
 

Mr Timothy Carter, Co-Chair of the Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact and 
Climate Analysis (TGICA) presented a progress report highlighting recent activities of the 
group and the IPCC Data Distribution Centre (DDC), document IPCC-XLVII/INF. 9. He 
reported that TGICA held their last meeting in Exeter, United Kingdom in July 2017. He 
thanked the Hadley Centre, UK Met Office and the UK government for hosting and supporting 
the meeting. TGICA had a full teleconference on 20th October 2017 and subsequent smaller 
subgroup teleconferences, which will continue in order to advance ongoing work. Main 
developments include: formation of a new DDC support group, which involves DDC Managers 
and Working Group TSU representatives; initiation of a process to curate IPCC summary 
figures and tables for AR6 products; archiving of AR5 materials; preparation of general 
guidelines on the use of scenario data for climate impacts and adaptation assessment and a 
fact sheet on downscaling; statistics of user sessions of the DDC which show an increase in 
using the resources at the DDC; and updating TGICA webpages on the main IPCC website.  

The Panel took note of the report. 

6.6 Communication and outreach activities 
 
In introducing the item, Mr Jonathan Lynn, IPCC Senior Communications Manager,  
presented the report on communication and outreach activities (document IPCC-XLVII/INF. 7) 
and highlighted the swift and effective response to leaks of the Second-Order Draft of the 
Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ºC in January 2018. He said that a standby contract 
with a crisis communications consultant had been concluded recently, as required by the 
Implementation Plan of the IPCC Communications Strategy. He described the 
Communications Handbook for IPCC Scientists developed on the initiative of the Working 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/120220180407-INF.4-ReportTFI.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/160220180542-INF.9-TGICA.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180603-INF.7-Coms.pdf
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Group I Technical Support Unit, which has met a positive response from authors. He also 
reported that the IPCC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations 
Foundation, which will support the IPCC in areas such as website development and media 
training, and thanked the UN Foundation for their support. 
 
Mr Lynn reported on communications activities at the CitiesIPCC conference held in 
Edmonton, Canada, the previous week, which had greatly raised the IPCC’s visibility. During 
the conference more than 4,300 tweets were sent using the #CitiesIPCC hashtag, more than 
7,000 people followed the conference remotely via Facebook Live or livestream, and more 
than 90 articles were published in the media, including Reuters, National Geographic and 
Canadian Press. He recalled events held by the governments of France and Italy to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the IPCC. He said the Secretariat was ready to support 
other members planning such events, and pointed to resources posted on the IPCC website 
to support such events: http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/30years.shtml . Lastly, Mr Lynn 
showed the new IPCC website that is under development. 
 
The Chair of the IPCC thanked the Secretariat and invited delegations to take the floor.  
 
Norway, Mali, Chad, Guinea, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Tanzania took the floor.    
Delegations expressed their appreciation for the work undertaken on communications and 
outreach. 
 
One delegation asked about the proposal to postpone the Expert Meeting on the Science of 
Science Communication previously planned for 2018 and said such a meeting may still be 
useful later in the cycle. One delegation supported by others recalled the important 
contribution made to the IPCC’s communication and outreach activities by the National Focal 
Points and suggested that the Secretariat issue certificates to the National Focal Points 
acknowledging this work. One delegation raised the need for planning for communications 
around the release of the Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ºC and Several delegations 
said they were planning to hold events marking the IPCC’s 30th anniversary. 
 
In responding to the comments made, Mr Lynn said the proposal to postpone the Expert 
Meeting on the Science of Science Communication was due not only to the difficulty of 
scheduling it in 2018. It also recognized the enhancement of communications capacity 
through e.g. the recruitment of communications specialists in the Working Group Technical 
Support Units. The Co-Chairs had found the Expert Meeting on Communication held in Oslo 
in 2016 to be particularly useful because it came at the start of the assessment cycle and 
believed a new expert meeting could be most effective early in the next cycle. He said the 
communications specialists from the Secretariat and Working Group Technical Support Units 
were working on detailed planning for communications around the Special Report on Global 
Warming of 1.5ºC. He emphasized the Secretariat’s willingness to work with National Focal 
Points on their communications activities. 
 
The IPCC took note of the report on communication and outreach activities.  

7. REPORT BY THE WORKING GROUP BUREAUX ON THE SELECTION OF 
COORDINATING LEAD AUTHORS, LEAD AUTHORS, AND REVIEW EDITORS FOR THE 
SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT 
 
Working Group I, II and III Co-Chairs reported on the selection of Authors, held on 29-30 
January 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland presented in documents IPCC-XLVII/INF. 5; 
IPCCXLVII/INF.2 ; IPCC-XLVII/INF. 3. 

Working Group I Co-Chair, Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte informed the Panel that out of 911 
nominations considered by the WGI Bureau, 231 experts were selected as Coordinating Lead 
Authors (CLAs), Lead Authors (LAs) and Review Editors (REs) for the 12 Working Group I 
AR6 Chapters and the Atlas. Of these, 8 declined and would be replaced. Each chapter has 2 

http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/30years.shtml
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/070320180433-INF.%205authors%20WGI.pdfhttp:/www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/070320180433-INF.%205authors%20WGI.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/070320180433-INF.%202authors%20WGII.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/070320180433-INF.%202authors%20WGII.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/070320180433-INF.%203authors%20WGIII.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
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or 3 CLAs, 2 or 3 REs and between 9 and 15 LAs. Of those selected, 27% are female and  
42% are from developing countries and countries with economies in transition (EITs). Of the 
63 different authors’ citizenships, 39% are from Europe; 20% from Asia; 14% from North 
America, Central America and the Caribbean; 11% from Africa; 8% from South America and 8% 
from Southwest Pacific. About 61% of the selected authors have no previous IPCC experience. 
The median year of completing their PhD is 2002.          

Delegates who made comments included: Bolivia, Ecuador, Mali, Mexico, Poland, Saudi 
Arabia, Togo and Zambia.    

Some delegates emphasized the need to maintain intra-regional balance in the selection of 
authors, particularly between eastern and western Europe, and east and west Asia. Other 
delegates requested that the list of selected authors could be made available to IPCC Focal 
Points. One delegate inquired whether IPCC Focal Points were contacted to submit new 
nominations for three chapters in Working Group I. It was suggested that means should be 
devised to avoid discouraging potential contributors from participating.  

Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte reported that during the selection process, attention was paid to 
intra-regional balance based on the nominations received. She requested IPCC Focal Points 
to encourage experts to participate in the review process of draft reports with the likelihood to 
involve them as Contributing Authors, who are selected by the Lead Author team.  

The Panel took note of the report by the Working Group I Co-Chair.  

Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner, Co-Chair of Working Group II reported that from the 1037 nominations 
received, 262 experts from 67 countries were selected. Of these, 57% are from developed 
countries and 43% are from developing countries; and 68% are male and 32% are female. 
The geographic distribution is 30% from Europe; 16% from Asia; 14% from North America, 
Central America and the Caribbean; 14% from Southwest Pacific; 10% from Africa; and 7% 
from South America. Those who have not been previously played similar IPCC roles make up 
to 52%. 

Governments which made interventions were Japan and Mali. It was noted that certain 
selected authors were not nominated by the IPCC National Focal Points. One delegate 
inquired if the nine replacements who were invited to substitute the authors who declined were 
covering certain chapters in which Africa is not well represented.       

Bureau Members who made comments were Sergey Semenov and Diana Ürge-Vorsatz. A 
concern was raised that in the Europe Chapter of Working Group II, east Europe is not well 
represented. It was noted that on the basis of the nominations received, the Bureau took 
careful consideration of the previous concern about intra-regional imbalance within Europe.        

Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner clarified that procedurally, in addition to IPCC Focal Points, Bureau 
Members and IPCC Observer Organizations are eligible to submit nominations to the IPCC. 
He advised IPCC Focal Points to always carefully consider the approved outline when 
nominating experts.   

The Panel took note of the report by the Working Group II Co-Chair. 

Mr Jim Skea, Working Group III Co-Chair informed the Panel about the process they used to 
select the author team. Of the selected authors, 52% are from developed countries and 48% 
are from developing countries and EITs; 69% are male and 31% are female. The regional 
distribution was affected by the fact that more than 60% of the nominations received were 
from Europe and Asia.  

One member country suggested that experts who were not selected could be given some 
explanation about the selection process. They implored developed countries to consider 
supporting all IPCC authors resident in their countries independent of their citizenship and 
who nominated them.  

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
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One observer organization commended the efforts made by the IPCC to select experts with 
non-traditional academic backgrounds as AR6 authors.  

Mr Jim Skea noted the difficulty associated with providing detailed explanation why nominated 
experts were not selected. The letter which is sent to non-selected authors explains the 
difficulty of selecting people from a large number of nominations and that not being selected 
does not reflect a deficiency in the scientific qualifications and skills of the candidate.  The 
letter further encourages non-selected authors to participate in IPCC work in different 
capacities in future.       

The Panel took note of the report by the Working Group III Co-Chair.  

8. AR6 OUTLINE MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
In introducing the item, the Secretary of the IPCC explained that the Secretariat had received 
a letter from an IPCC member requesting that the AR6 outline be considered at the 47th 
Session of the IPCC.  Upon the invitation from the Chair, the delegation informed the Panel 
that the reason for including this item was that some members of its delegation had been 
unable to attend the 46th Session of the IPCC (IPCC-46) due to visa problems and had thus 
not been able to be present when the AR6 outline had been approved.  At IPCC-46 the 
delegation had noted that it reserved the right to revisit the discussion on the AR6 outline, 
specifically the outline of chapter 15.   

Upon the proposal by WGIII Co-Chair Jim Skea and after interventions by Saudi Arabia, the 
United States, Switzerland and India, the Chair requested the Working group III Co-Chair and 
the delegation that had raised the issue to consider revising the annotation to the Chapter 
(Document WG-III :13th/INF. 1) as a way forward to solve the issue.   

After consultations, the Working Group III (WGIII) Co-Chair reported that constructive 
discussions had been had and that a solution had been found whereby the revised annotation 
now reflected the discussions in Montreal and addressed the concerns raised. The revised 
text reads as follows: 

Chapter 15, Investment and finance, will deal with the role of investment and finance 
supporting climate change action at the global and regional scales and in developing countries. 
The focus will be on scenarios of and needs for investment and financial flows related to 
mitigation pathways. There are multiple ways to finance climate action investments. The 
assessment will cover public climate finance flows, including multilateral and bilateral 
international flows, as well as national and sub-national finance mobilisation. The chapter will 
document developments in financial mechanisms and public-private partnerships that move 
needed resources to achieve climate mitigation strategies and objectives, as well as the 
enabling conditions for changing finance and investment patterns. It will also cover emerging 
trends such as community involvement in climate finance, and sustainable investment criteria 
applied by institutional investors.  Finally, linkages between financing mitigation and 
adaptation will be assessed. This discussion will focus on synergies and trade-offs between 
mitigation and adaptation financing and sustainable development priorities, especially in 
developing countries. This chapter will include case studies highlighting examples of 
mobilisation of finance flows for mitigation and adaptation strategies. In interpreting the bullet 
points associated with this chapter, authors should take care to apply terminology in a neutral 
and non-prescriptive manner, reflecting the scientific use of terms in the underlying literature, 
including any grey literature which is cited. 
 
The Chair thanked the Co-Chair of WGIII and the delegations involved and Plenary took note 
of the outcome.   

 

 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/47/040820170317-WGIII_inf1_background_Information.pdf


   

13 
 

9. ADMISSION OF OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS 
 
In introducing the item, Ms Sophie Schlingemann, IPCC legal officer, presented document 
IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 3 related to this topic and informed the Panel that at the request of the 
Bureau at its 54th Session the Secretariat reviewed and updated the list of observer 
organizations. One organization was removed from the list since it had ceased to exist, 
namely the International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP). The Secretariat also 
checked the participation of observer organizations in IPCC Sessions since 2012, when the 
last review was done, which was indicated in document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 3.  She furthermore 
noted that since the 46th Session of the IPCC (Montréal, 6-10 September 2017) seven 
applications from organizations for IPCC observer status had been submitted in accordance 
with the IPCC Policy and Process for Admitting Observer Organizations. After screening by 
the Secretariat, the IPCC Bureau positively reviewed the applications at its 55th Session 
(Geneva, 31 January 2018). Subsequently the Panel admitted by consensus the following 
seven organizations:  

(1) Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI), (2) International Union of 
Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) (3) Rutgers University (USA), (4) SouthSouthNorth Projects 
Africa (SSN), (5) Oasis (Republic of Serbia), (6) IEA Greenhouse Gas R&D Programme 
(IEAGHG), and (7) InterAcademy Partnership (IAP). 

10. REPORT OF THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST (COI) COMMITTEE 
 
Mr Youba Sokona, the Chair of the IPCC Conflict of Interest (COI) Committee gave a brief 
verbal report on the   activities of the COI Committee. He informed the Panel that the 14th COI 
Committee meeting was held in Geneva on 31 January 2018 in the margins of the 55th Bureau 
Session. At that meeting the COI Committee reviewed the updated information in the COI 
forms submitted by the IPCC Bureau and Task Force Bureau members, which they are 
required to provide annually in accordance with the IPCC COI Policy.  

The Chair informed the Panel that all updates were found in order and that no conflict of 
interest was found. The Panel took note of the report.  

11. REPORT BY THE AD HOC TASK FORCE ON THE FUTURE OF THE TASK GROUP ON 
DATA AND SCENARIO SUPPORT FOR IMPACT AND CLIMATE ANALYSIS 
 
The Ad hoc Task Force on the Future of the Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for 
Impact and Climate Analysis (ATF-TGICA) Co-Chairs Andreas Fischlin and Edvin Aldrian 
introduced the item by presenting the report by the ATF-TGICA as contained in documents  
IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 9,  Doc. 9.Add1-ATF-TGICA-interview batch  and  Doc. 9.Add2-ATF-TGICA-
focal points batch. 

In introducing the documents, the Co-Chairs recalled the mandate, membership and modus 
operandi of the ATF-TGICA.  They explained that the group had been able to complete its 
tasks, bar a few outstanding issues regarding the long-term vision of the future TGICA.  They 
expressed gratitude to the members of ATF-TGICA, the TGICA Co-Chairs and the Secretariat 
for collegial and constructive collaboration and noted that it would be now for the Plenary to 
take note of the report from the Task Force, decide on the future of TGICA and consider next 
steps for a longer term vision, and in so doing address the few outstanding items that would 
benefit from discussions in a smaller group.   

The Chair thanked the Co-Chairs of ATF-TGICA as well as the members of the Task Force for 
an excellent report and requested that an open-ended contact group be established to 
address the remaining few brackets in the report.  The Co-Chairs reported back on the work of 
the contact group 16 March in the morning.  

Zambia, Germany, Mali, Saudi Arabia, and the United Kingdom made interventions 
addressing the need to resolve the issue of sustainable resourcing of the work of the future 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/120220180318-Doc.3-Observer.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/120220180318-Doc.3-Observer.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/020320180441-Doc.%209-ATF-TGICA.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/050320180438-interview%20batch.xlsx
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/050320180438-focal%20points%20batch.xlsx
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/050320180438-focal%20points%20batch.xlsx
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/050320180438-focal%20points%20batch.xlsx
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TGICA and the DDCs. Many noted the importance of TGICA and the DDCs for developing 
countries.   

The Chair requested the Co-Chairs to work with governments to draft a revised proposal 
where the concerns as regards sustainable financing be included. After some further 
discussions the revised proposal  was approved and the decision on the future of the TGICA, 
from now on called "Task Group on Data Support for Climate Change Assessments” (TG-Data) 
was adopted (Decision IPCC-XLVII-9). 

12. ALIGNING THE WORK OF THE IPCC WITH THE NEEDS OF THE GLOBAL STOCKTAKE 
UNDER THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
  
In introducing the item, Mr Mxolisi Shongwe, Programme Officer,  informed the Panel that 
document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 8 contained the proposed Terms of Reference (TORs) for the 
Task Group on the Alignment of the work of the IPCC with the Global Stocktake which were 
compiled on the basis of submissions by governments and the European Union.  
 
France, as Co-Chair of the Task Group, invited the Panel to consider the proposed TORs and 
make comments which would form a basis for a discussion in a Contact Group to finalize the 
proposal to be presented to the Panel for a decision.  
 
During the ensuing discussions, government delegates who made submissions and/or 
interventions were: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chad, China, Germany, Ghana, 
Hungary, India, Iran, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Luxembourg, Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Norway, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, South Africa, Sudan, 
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom and United States of America.   
 
Delegates suggested that the work of the IPCC should be kept independent of that of the 
UNFCCC. The IPCC should continue to provide comprehensive assessments of the state of 
knowledge regarding climate change for a broad audience, including decision makers at all 
levels beyond the needs of multilateral climate discussions. Some delegates suggested that it 
would be appropriate for the IPCC to receive an official request from the UNFCCC detailing 
the information needs for the global stocktake, whose modalities are still being negotiated. 
Other delegates suggested that to remain policy relevant, the IPCC should anticipate 
information needs of the UNFCCC and continue to provide information necessary to support 
deliberations by Parties, including the global stocktake.    
 
Concerns were raised that the recommendations by the Task Group should not be considered 
in connection with the revision of IPCC procedures. Others noted that the work of the Task 
Group should not take place in isolation but should be linked to other groups which the IPCC 
may establish and should be cognizant of external developments. It was noted that the IPCC 
should not take short cuts in the development and review of its reports which could potentially 
reduce their quality. To ensure adequate time for assessment products to be developed and 
reviewed, it would be important to consider the timing of elections relative to the finalization of 
the AR6, the time available for authors to develop the content of future reports, and the value 
in timing of any Synthesis Report. The IPCC would benefit from the experience gained in 2018 
and 2023 to inform decisions regarding future assessment cycles.  
 
Delegates objected to limiting the membership to 20, and suggested that all governments 
should be invited to form part of the Task Group. It was suggested that the process should 
preferably be government driven with IPCC Bureau Members and Technical Support Units 
(TSUs) playing advisory roles.     
 
Delegates supported the proposal that the Task Group starts working immediately after the 
47th Session of the IPCC and concludes its work in 2020.  
 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/160220180605-Doc.8-Aligning.pdf
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IPCC Bureau members who made comments were: Andreas Fischlin, Valérie Masson-
Delmotte, Andy Reisinger, Sergey Semenov, Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, Carolina Vera, Noureddine 
Yassaa and Taha Zatari.   
 
It was proposed that Bureau Members and TSU representatives could become either full 
members or ex-officio members of the Task Group to share their ideas and expertise on the 
science-policy interface and to guide against possible risks associated with tightening 
workloads. Alternatively, the TORs could provide explicitly for an opportunity for Bureau 
Members and TSUs to provide routine structured input to the deliberations of the Task Group. 
The Panel was informed that the Working Group I Bureau explored the various options for the 
alignment of IPCC cycles taking into consideration possible opportunities, risks and 
operational challenges for the preparation of reports. Some of the considerations which could 
be shared by Bureau Members with the Task Group include developing a new model for 
synthesizing IPCC findings and preparing Supplementary Reports which could update key 
findings in previous IPCC reports based on a short assessment of the most recent literature 
as has been recently done by the Royal Society.        
 
One observer organization submitted that the TORs could include considerations of the rate of 
change in nature.  
 
The Panel established a contact group to deliberate on the mandate and the TORs for the 
Task Group.  
 
Co-Chair María Amparo Martínez Arroyo presented the outcome of the Contact Group 
meetings highlighting that the title required further discussion. The Contact Group reconvened 
for another deliberation. Subsequently, Co-Chair Éric Brun presented the draft proposal and 
draft decision.  
 
The Panel adopted the Terms of Reference for the Task Group as contained in Annex I to 
Decision IPCC-XLVII-8. The list of Member countries which expressed interest in contributing 
to the work of the Task Group is available at: http://www.ipcc.ch/organization/gst.shtml .  

13. GENDER 
 

In introducing the agenda item, Ms Kerstin Stendahl presented document IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 7. 
and recalled Goal 5 of the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals that refers to 
the need to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. She further highlighted 
how UN entities like WMO, UN Environment and the UNFCCC have adopted action plans on 
gender equality.  She noted the IPCC has paid attention to gender in electing members of the 
Bureau and the selection of its authors including those for the Special Reports being prepared 
in this cycle and the Sixth Assessment Report. She informed the meeting that in recent years 
IPCC members have held discussions on gender, including during a side event at 22nd 
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP22) to the UNFCCC in November 2016 
organized by the Working Group I Technical Support Unit and the Association Marocaine des 
Sciences Regionales and at another side event just before the 46th Session of the IPCC in 
September 2017.  

She said that the document presented to the Plenary contained a proposal for the Panel to set 
up a task team to develop a framework of action to improve gender balance within the IPCC’s 
structures. The Task Team would report on progress to the Panel’s 49th  Session.   

Benin, Canada, Kenya, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Working Group I Vice Chair Carolina Vera, 
Working Group III Vice Chair Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, and Working Group I Co-Chair Valerie 
Masson-Delmotte took the floor. They all supported the proposal to set up a task team on 
gender.   

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_valerie_masson-delmotte.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/organization/gst.shtml
http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/130220180354-Doc.%207-Gender.pdf
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Some delegations asked that the mandate of the task team be broadened to include gender 
mainstreaming and reporting on the evolution of gender balance for IPCC structures and 
among the authors. Several delegations noted that the IPCC should consider aligning this 
initiative with the work of other UN bodies on gender including the UNFCCC in order to learn 
from best practices. Several delegations expressed the need for terms of reference for the 
group that would be concrete and ambitious with clear goals and should include all levels of 
the IPCC. Many who spoke were appreciative of the efforts made to increase the participation 
of women so far, especially for women in developing countries, especially efforts to raise the 
number of female authors for the current assessment cycle in comparison with the previous 
assessment cycle. Some noted the need to clarify how a task group on gender would be 
resourced and noted ways to save on costs, such as organizing back to back meetings with 
plenaries. One delegation shared its experience in increasing the number of female 
nominations it submitted for the AR6 which helped increase nominations of female authors 
from 21% to 37%.   

WG I Vice-Chair, Carolina Vera, noted that the number of female authors is still low for the 
Working Group I contribution to AR6 even after efforts from the Working Group Bureau to get 
more female authors. WGI Co-Chair, Valerie Masson-Delmotte, welcomed the focus on 
gender issues given her experience as a Coordinating Lead Author. She said that there has 
been an improvement in the percentage of AR6 female authors but the Panel must be aware 
that this might stagnate as it is influenced by the situation of women in science which is 
outside of the scope of the IPCC. She suggested that perhaps IPCC could consider mentoring 
programmes for Focal Points to share knowledge on nominating high profile women scientists. 
IPCC could also consider issues of reduced work load for female authors through chapter 
scientists, reduced teaching workloads in their institutions etc.  Working Group III Vice-Chair, 
Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, agreed with the WGI Co-Chair and noted even though there is an 
increase in female authors in this cycle there are still significant concerns in the higher 
structures like the IPCC Bureau and Coordinating Lead Authors.   

The Deputy Secretary proposed that a small contact group meet later that day to finalize a 
proposal for terms of reference for the Panel’s consideration. The contact group chaired by  
Ms Christiane Textor, Germany, met and drafted the proposal for the terms of reference which 
Ms Textor presented to the Panel for consideration the next day.    

Belgium, Norway, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Venezuela and IPCC Vice-Chair and IPCC 
Vice-Chair Ko Barrett made interventions.  Many noted that the terms of reference should be 
broadened to include gender related issues in order not to limit the Task Group’s mandate.  
Also several delegations mentioned that the developing country element should not be left 
out. IPCC Vice-Chair Ko Barret thanked the contact group for including Bureau members as 
potential members of this group and wanted clarity on how the group will be constituted. One 
delegation asked for clarification on how the group will be resourced bearing in mind IPCC’s 
current financial constraints.  Another delegation raised the need to clarify the aims and goals.  

Ms Textor, in providing a summary of the discussion in the contact group, suggested adding to 
the terms of reference that the group would also address gender related issues in order to 
broaden the mandate of the Task Group. She explained that lessons could be learnt from how 
Task Groups were constituted during the reform process and the way the ATF-TGICA was 
constituted with members and friends all of whom could take part in meetings. She noted that 
the Task Group will work on a framework to be submitted to the 49th Session of the IPCC for 
its consideration. She further noted that at the moment the Task Group will not have any 
additional costs as its meetings will be electronic and face to face meetings will be held along 
the sidelines of plenary meetings.   

The Panel adopted the decision and the Term of Reference (Decision IPCC-XLVII-7) as 
contained in (Annex 1) with the suggested changes.   

 

http://www.ipcc.ch/nominations/cv/cv_urge_vorsatz.pdf
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14. REVIEW OF PRINCIPLES GOVERNING IPCC WORK 
 
The IPCC Secretary informed the Panel that while the Principles Governing IPCC Work 
indicate that the Principles should be reviewed every five years, the IPCC has established a 
practice to review parts of the Principles, including its three Appendices, whenever needed. 
This approach has proven to be both practical and effective. No major issues had been 
brought to the attention of the Secretariat. Furthermore the last amendment of Appendix C to 
the Principles, the Procedures for the Election of the IPCC Bureau and any Task Force 
Bureau, was done in 2015. This would imply that a next review, if any, would have to take 
place in 2020. The Chair asked the Panel to take note of the verbal report and to agree with 
the clarification and suggestions made by the IPCC Secretary, to which the Panel agreed. 

15. PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN IPCC ACTIVITIES 

In introducing the agenda, Mr Mxolisi Shongwe, Programme Officer presented document 
IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 4 and mentioned that the survey conducted after the half-day pre-Plenary 
Briefing Session during IPCC-45 indicated general support for the briefing session as well as 
suggestions for improvement. The Panel was invited to provide guidance on the way forward 
regarding the briefing sessions and other feasible ways to improve the effective participation 
of developing countries in IPCC activities.  

Delegations which made interventions included: Australia, Bahamas, Bolivia, Botswana, 
Canada, Ethiopia, India, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, Netherlands, Norway, Republic of 
Tanzania, South Africa, South Sudan, Swaziland, Togo and Ukraine.  

There was general support by Panel members for the continuation of the pre-Plenary briefing 
sessions in future IPCC meetings. It was suggested that the briefing sessions could be 
coordinated more effectively with clear measurable indicators and outcomes which should be 
used to continuously assess their effectiveness and usefulness. A proposal was made that the 
briefing sessions should be low cost, preferably without interpretation, a not repeatedly make 
the same presentations, particularly material which is publicly available on the IPCC website. 
Instead, they should focus on sharing of experiences, lessons learnt and best practices 
between IPCC Focal Points and delegates in relation to the nomination process of experts 
who participate in IPCC work.    

The Netherlands announced that the initiative which was first introduced at the 44th Session of 
the IPCC by Dr Leo Meyer on behalf of the University College London and collaborating 
partners is being implemented through an e-learning course aimed at improving the 
contribution by experts and governments from developing countries in the review of IPCC 
draft reports. The project is funded through the Future Climate for Africa Programme of the 
South South North Organization based in Cape Town. Webinars and interactive training 
sessions are expected to take place in June 2018, the review period for the IPCC Special 
Report on Climate Change and Land, and the government review period for the SPM of the 
Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 °C. Botswana, Germany, Kenya and the Republic of 
Tanzania, thanked the government of the Netherlands for the announcement and supported 
the proposal to publish it on the IPCC website.     

IPCC Bureau members who made comments were: Amjad Abdulla, Edvin Aldrian, Eduardo 
Calvo-Buendía, Ramón Pichs-Madruga, Youba Sokona, Noureddine Yassaa and Taha Zatari.   

It was noted that during approval sessions of IPCC reports, developing country delegates 
leave before the session is concluded because of their travel arrangements. To avoid this 
happening, it was recommended that consideration could be made to extend the stay of 
participants funded from the IPCC Trust Fund during approval sessions of IPCC reports.   

Some delegates suggested that more efforts should be made to facilitate the acquisition of 
entry visas by participants attending IPCC meetings. Others proposed that countries which 
issue visas on arrival or electronically should preferably be selected as hosts of IPCC 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/120220180332-Doc.%204%20-%20Part.DVCs.pdf
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meetings. The IPCC Secretariat was requested to investigate reasons behind the consistent 
absence of certain countries in IPCC Sessions and identify possible remedial measures.  

The Secretary of the IPCC informed the Panel that the Secretariat is continuing to work with 
host countries to help, to the extent possible, to enable the acquisition of entry visas by 
delegates participating in IPCC meetings. The WMO is also helping in this effort.  

The Secretariat presented the Decision IPCC-XLVII-4, which the Panel adopted without 
amendments.  

16. MATTERS RELATED TO UNFCCC AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES  

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat 
representative presented document IPCC-XLVII/INF. 10. on the outcomes of the last 23rd 
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP-23) to the UNFCCC of relevance to the IPCC, 
as well as on forthcoming activities that would benefit from support from the IPCC.  

India, Norway, Saudi Arabia, and Luxemburg took the floor.  One delegation noted that 
matters addressed under this agenda item should also pertain to synergies with the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. Especially the Special 
Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC) and the Special 
Report on Climate Change and Land (SRCCL) have specific links to these other international 
processes. Several delegations discussed the need for additional information on decisions 
taken in UNFCCC that would be of relevance to the future work of the IPCC.   

The Panel took note of the document.     

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No issue was raised under this agenda item. 

18. PLACE AND DATE FOR THE 48TH PLENARY SESSION OF THE IPCC 
 
The Secretary informed the Plenary of the generous offer of the Government of the Republic 
of Korea to host the 48th Session of the IPCC. The Panel gratefully accepted the offer to hold 
the next Panel Session in Incheon, Republic of Korea, in 2018. The Government of Japan 
expressed its willingness to host the 49th Session on the IPCC in Kyoto, in 2019. 

19. CLOSING OF THE SESSION 
 
The Chair of the IPCC thanked the Government of France for hosting a successful  
47th Session of the IPCC. He thanked government representatives of member countries, 
Bureau members, the Secretariat and the interpreters for a successful meeting and gaveled 
the meeting to a close at 17.30 pm on Friday 16 March 2018. 

 

 

http://www.ipcc.ch/apps/eventmanager/documents/49/230220180401-INF.10-UNFCCC.pdf
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 ANNEX 1 

 
 

47TH SESSION OF THE IPCC 
13 – 16 March 2018, Paris, France  

 
Decisions adopted by the Panel 

 
 

Decision IPCC-XLVII-1 Adoption of the provisional agenda 

Documents:  IPCC-XLVII/Doc.1. and IPCC-XLVII/Doc.1. Add 1.Rev. 1 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session adopts the provisional 
agenda as contained in document IPCC-XLVII/Doc.1. 

 

Decision IPCC-XLVII-2  IPCC Trust Fund Programme and Budget for the years 2018,2019, 
2020 and 2021 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc.2, Rev. 1 
 

Based on the recommendations of the Financial Task Team (FiTT), the 47th Session of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: 
 
1. Appreciates the support that the Secretariat of the IPCC provides to the IPCC process; 

 
2. Approves the revised budget for 2018, as contained in Annex 1; 

 
3. Approves the proposed budget for 2019, as contained in Annex 2; 

 
4. Notes the forecast budget for 2020, as contained in Annex 3; 

 
5. Notes the indicative budget for 2021, as contained in Annex 4; 
 
6. Welcomes with gratitude all contributions and pledges from members, especially from 

developing countries, and Intergovernmental Organizations, and encourages all members of the 
IPCC to maintain or increase their financial support, also through multiyear pledges, so as to 
ensure the financial stability of the IPCC; 

 
7. Encourages members to make first time contributions to the IPCC Trust Fund in order to 

broaden the donor base; 
 
8. Expresses its gratitude to members that  support the Technical Support Units (TSUs) and a 

number of IPCC activities, including data centres, meetings and outreach actions; 
 
9. Encourages members to transfer  funds as soon as practicable, while noting that contributions 

from IPCC members are due on 1 January of each calendar year, noting that  when transferring 
funds to WMO, members should indicate that the contribution is “for the IPCC Trust Fund” to 
ensure proper identification of the recipient; 
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10. Expresses its gratitude to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations 
Environment Programme  (UNEP)  for financing one Secretariat position each, and to WMO for 
hosting the Secretariat and for its contribution to the IPCC Trust Fund; 
 

11. Expresses its gratitude to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change for its 
contribution to the IPCC Trust Fund; 

 
12. Decides to continue preparing the budget of the IPCC Trust Fund using the standard costs, 

bearing in mind that expenditures may be lower than the budget; 
 
13. Requests the Secretariat to report on its efforts to continue reducing costs in the secretariat and 

to prepare a proposal for the level of the working capital reserve of the IPCC and to report back 
at IPCC-49; 

 
14. Requests that the Secretariat presents, in addition to statements according to IPSAS, the 

statement of financial position and financial performance on a modified cash basis   which 
categorizes expenditure per activity as well as  by natural account; 

 
15. Requests the Secretariat to provide the panel with interim statements of expenditure covering 

the first six months of the year, as well as the projection of expenditure for the rest of the year 
(this decision supersedes para 12 of Decision IPCC/XLVI-1). 
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ANNEX 1

Activity Purpose DC/EIT support
Other

 Expenditure
Sub-total

IPCC-47* Programme and budget 480,000 0 480,000
4 days various 120 journeys
IPCC-48* Programme and budget 480,000 100,000 580,000
4 days Acceptance SR1 120 journeys
Bureau 2 sessions 288,000 150,000 438,000
5 days 72 journeys
Executive Committee 2 sessions and 0 0 0
4 days consultations
TFB 1 session 0 6,120 6,120

0 journeys
UNFCCC 80,000 0 80,000
and other UN meetings 20 journeys

1,584,120

WG I AR6 CLA/LA 400,000 68,000 468,000
LA 1 100 journeys
WG II AR6 CLA/LA 0 0 0
LA 1 (move to 2019) 100 journeys
SR 1 (1.5°C) CLA/LA 200,000 34,000 234,000
LA 4 50 journeys
SR 1(1.5°C) 60,000 0 60,000
First SPM Drafting Meeting 15 journeys
SR 1(1.5°C) 60000 0 60,000
Second SPM Drafting Meeting 15 journeys

SR 2 (Land) CLA/LA 512,000 43,520 555,520
LA 2 and LA 3 128 journeys
SR 3 (Oceans) CLA/LA 360,000 61,200 421,200
LA 2 and LA 3 90 journeys
WG I Expert Meeting - Assess 1 meeting 240,000 0 240,000
climate info for regions 60 journeys
Expert meeting - Science of 1 meeting 0 0 0
Communicating Science 20 journeys
Workshop on Cities 1 workshop 200,000 34,000 234,000
(co-sponsored) (moved from 2017) 50 journeys
TFI Methodological devt. 1 meeting 60,000 10,200 70,200
Science meeting (contingency) 15 journeys
TFI Methodological devt. 2 meetings 672,000 57,120 729,120
Lead Author meetings 168 journeys
TFI and WGI Expert meeting on 1 meeting 160,000 27,200 187,200
Short-Lived Climate Forcers 40 journeys
TGICA 1 meeting 48,000 8,160 56,160

(contingency) 12 journeys
EFDB Editorial Board 1 meeting 96,000 16,320 112,320

24 journeys
EFDB Data meeting 1 meeting 40,000 6,800 46,800

10 journeys
EFDB and Software Users 1 meeting 44,000 0 44,000
Feedback (Japan) 11 journeys

3,518,520

2006 GL software maintenance/development 6,000

EFDB maintenance update/management 7,000
Publications/Translations     IPCC publications (SR 1.5) 150,000
Communication AR6 material/travel/events 320,000
Distribution IPCC publications 100,000
IT Infrastructure web hosting/cloudflare/upgrades 13,128
External Audit fee 20,000
Advisory Services Conflict of Interest 15,000
Co-Chairs support 200,000

831,128
Secretariat
Secretariat staff costs/misc expenses 1,912,500
Resource Mobilization travel costs (Phase I: 2017-2019) 15,600
SUB-TOTAL 1,928,100

7,861,868
* Host country confirmed.
TOTAL

REVISED 2018 BUDGET ADOPTED BY IPCC-XLVII

Governing bodies

SUB-TOTAL
Lead Authors, scoping, expert meetings and workshops  

SUB-TOTAL
Other Expenditures 

SUB-TOTAL

CLA, drafting authors, Co-
Chairs
CLA, drafting authors, Co-
Chairs- held back-to back 
with P48
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ANNEX 2

Activity Purpose DC/EIT support Other
 Expenditure Sub-total

IPCC-49* Programme and budget 480,000 100,000 580,000
4 days Acceptance MR 120 journeys
IPCC-50** Acceptance SR 2 (Land) 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days 120 journeys

IPCC-51* Acceptance SR3 (Oceans) 480,000 100,000 580,000
4 days 120 journeys

Bureau 2 sessions 288,000 120,000 408,000
4 days 72 journeys
Executive Committee 2 sessions and 0 0 0
4 days consultations
TFB 1 session 36,000 6,120 42,120

9 journeys
UNFCCC 80,000 0 80,000
and other UN meetings 20 journeys

2,450,120

WG I AR6 CLA/LA meeting 800,000 136,000 936,000
LA 2 and LA 3 200 journeys
WG II AR6 CLA/LA meeting 800,000 136,000 936,000
LA 1 and LA 2 200 journeys
WG III AR6 CLA/LA meeting 800,000 136,000 936,000
LA 1 and LA 2  200 journeys
SR 2 (Land) 72000 0 72,000
SPM Drafting meeting 18 journeys

SR 3 (Oceans) 48000 0 48,000
SPM Drafting meeting 12 journeys

SR 2 (Land) CLA/LA meeting 292,000 49,640 341,640
LA 4 73 journeys
SR 3 (Oceans) CLA/LA meeting 180,000 30,600 210,600
LA 4 45 journeys
SYR AR6 Scoping meeting 2 160,000 27,200 187,200

40 journeys
SYR AR6 CWT-1 meeting 60,000 10,200 70,200

15 journeys
TGICA 1 meeting 48,000 8,160 56,160

(contingency) 12 journeys
EFDB Editorial Board 1 meeting 96,000 16,320 112,320

24 journeys
EFDB Data meeting 1 meeting 40,000 6,800 46,800

10 journeys
EFDB and Software Users 1 meeting 44,000 0 44,000
Feedback (Japan) 11 journeys
TFI Methodological devt 1 prep meeting before 64,000 0 64,000

Plenary (moved from 2017) 16 journeys
TFI Expert meeting 1 meeting 100,000 17,000 117,000

(contingency) 25 journeys
4,177,920

2006 GL software maintenance/development 6,000
EFDB maintenance & 
production of offline 
version 

update/management 20,000

Publications/Translations     IPCC publications (MR & SRs) 500,000
Communication AR6 material/travel/events 260,500
Distribution IPCC publications 100,000
IT Infrastructure web hosting/cloudflare/upgrades 13,128
External Audit fee 20,000
Advisory Services Conflict of Interest 15,000
Co-Chairs support 200,000

1,134,628
Secretariat
Secretariat staff costs/misc expenses 1,912,500
Resource Mobilization travel costs (Phase I: 2017-2019) 15,600
SUB-TOTAL 1,928,100

9,690,768

* Host country identified.
** Host country TBC.

TOTAL

 PROPOSED 2019 BUDGET ADOPTED BY IPCC-XLVII

Governing bodies

SUB-TOTAL
Lead Authors, scoping, expert meetings and workshops  

SUB-TOTAL
Other Expenditures 

SUB-TOTAL

 CLA, drafting authors, Co-
Chairs (held back-to back with 
P50)
 CLA, drafting authors, Co-
Chairs (held back-to back with 
P51)
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ANNEX  3

Activity Purpose DC/EIT support
Other

 Expenditure
Sub-total

IPCC-52 Programme and budget 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days 120 journeys
IPCC-53 Programme and budget 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days 120 journeys
Bureau 2 sessions 288,000 120,000 408,000
4 days 72 journeys
TFB 1 session 36,000 6,120 42,120

9 journeys
UNFCCC 80,000 0 80,000
and other UN meetings 20 journeys

2,050,120

WG I AR6 CLA/LA meeting 400,000 68,000 468,000
LA 4 100 journeys
WG II AR6 CLA/LA meeting 800,000 136,000 936,000
LA 3 and LA 4 200 journeys
WG III AR6 CLA/LA meeting 800,000 136,000 936,000
LA 3 and LA 4 200 journeys
Expert meeting - Science of 1 meeting 80,000 13,600 93,600
Communicating Science 20 journeys
SYR AR6 CWT-2 meeting 60,000 10,200 70,200

15 journeys
SYR AR6 CWT-3 meeting 0 0 0

(moved to 2021) 0 journeys
TGICA 1 meeting 48,000 8,160 56,160

contingency 12 journeys
EFDB Editorial Board 1 meeting 96,000 16,320 112,320

24 journeys
EFDB Data meeting 2 meetings 80,000 13,600 93,600

20 journeys
EFDB and Software Users 1 meeting 44,000 0 44,000
Feedback (Japan) 11 journeys
TFI Expert meeting 1 meeting 100,000 17,000 117,000

contingency 25 journeys
2,926,880

2006 GL software maintenance/development 6,000

EFDB maintenance update/management 7,000
Publications/Translations     IPCC publications 200,000
Communication AR6 material/travel/events 260,500
Distribution IPCC publications 100,000
IT Infrastructure web hosting/cloudflare/upgrades 13,128
External Audit fee 20,000
Advisory Services Conflict of Interest 15,000
Co-Chairs support 200,000
SUB-TOTAL 821,628
Secretariat
Secretariat staff costs/misc expenses 1,912,500
Resource Mobilization travel costs (Phase II:  2020-2022) 15,800
SUB-TOTAL 1,928,300

7,726,928
All activities subject to Panel approval in IPCC-52

TOTAL

 FORECAST 2020 BUDGET NOTED BY IPCC-XLVII

Governing bodies

SUB-TOTAL
Lead Authors, scoping, expert meetings and workshops  

SUB-TOTAL
Other Expenditures 
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ANNEX  4

Activity Purpose DC/EIT support
Other

 Expenditure
Sub-total

IPCC-54 Programme and budget 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days Acceptance AR6 WGI 120 journeys
IPCC-55 Acceptance AR6 WG III 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days 120 journeys
IPCC-56 Programme and budget 480,000 280,000 760,000
4 days Acceptance AR6 WG II 120 journeys
Bureau 2 sessions 288,000 120,000 408,000
4 days 72 journeys
TFB 1 session 36,000 6,120 42,120

9 journeys
UNFCCC 80,000 0 80,000
and other UN meetings 20 journeys

2,810,120

SYR AR6 CWT-3 meeting 60,000 10,200 70,200
15 journeys

SYR AR6 CWT-4 & CWT-4 bis meetings 120,000 20,400 140,400
30 journeys

TGICA 1 meeting 48,000 8,160 56,160
contingency 12 journeys

EFDB Editorial Board 1 meeting 96,000 16,320 112,320
24 journeys

EFDB Data meeting 2 meetings 80,000 13,600 93,600
20 journeys

EFDB and Software Users 1 meeting 44,000 0 44,000
Feedback (Japan) 11 journeys
TFI Expert meeting 1 meeting 100,000 17,000 117,000

contingency 25 journeys
633,680

2006 GL software maintenance/development 6,000

EFDB maintenance update/management 7,000
Publications/Translations     IPCC publications (WG I/II/III) 600,000
Communication AR6 material/travel/events 260,500
Distribution IPCC publications 100,000
IT Infrastructure web hosting/cloudflare/upgrades 13,128
External Audit fee 20,000
Advisory Services Conflict of Interest 15,000
Co-Chairs support 200,000
SUB-TOTAL 1,221,628
Secretariat
Secretariat staff costs/misc expenses 1,912,500
Resource Mobilization travel costs (Phase II:  2020-2022) 15,800
SUB-TOTAL 1,928,300

6,593,728
All activities subject to Panel approval in IPCC-54

TOTAL

 INDICATIVE 2021 BUDGET NOTED BY IPCC-XLVII

Governing bodies

SUB-TOTAL
Lead Authors, scoping, expert meetings and workshops  

SUB-TOTAL
Other Expenditures 
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Decision IPCC-XLVII-3 Admission of Observer Organizations 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 3 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session decides to grant the following 
observer organizations observer status, in accordance with the IPCC Policy and Process for 
Admitting Observer Organizations: 
 

1. Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI) 
2. International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) 
3. Rutgers University (USA) 
4. SouthSouthNorth Projects Africa (SSN) 
5. Oasis 
6. International Energy Agency Greenhouse Gas R&D Programme (IEAGHG) 
7. InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) 

 
 
Decision IPCC-XLVII-4  Participation of developing countries in IPCC activities 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 4  
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session: 
 
1.    Notes that the survey conducted indicates support for pre-plenary briefing sessions, while also 

offering suggestions for improvement. 
 
2.    Recommends that the Secretariat continues to organize pre-plenary briefing sessions which 

should be low cost, preferably without interpretation, be open to all registered delegates and be 
periodically assessed to improve their usefulness and efficiency. 

 
3.    Requests that the Secretariat continues with efforts to facilitate acquisition of entry visas for 

delegates attending IPCC meetings. 
 
4.   Requests the Secretariat to consider means to extend the stay of delegates funded from the 

IPCC Trust Fund during approval sessions of IPCC reports.  
   
 
Decision IPCC-XLVII-5 Approval of the draft report of the 46th Session 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc.5, Rev. 1 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session approves the report of the  
46th Session of the IPCC. 
 
 
Decision IPCC-XLVII-6 IPCC Scholarship Programme 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 6  
 
Based on the recommendations of the Science Board of the IPCC Scholarship Programme and 
discussions taking place before and during the 47th Session of the IPCC, the Panel:  
 
1. Expresses its gratitude to the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and the Cuomo Foundation 

for their financial support in providing for ten new scholarships to developing country recipients 
during the 4th round of scholarship awards (2017-2019). 
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2.   Recognizes the importance of the Scholarship Programme in advancing its dual objectives of: 
providing scholarships for young post-graduate or post-doctoral students from developing 
countries, especially least developed countries, for research advancing the scientific 
understanding of the scientific basis for climate change; and supporting other capacity building 
activities in developing countries, in line with the general aim of the Nobel Peace Prize Fund 
(“the Fund”) as agreed by the IPCC. 
  

3.  Requests the Science Board to continue to prioritize the funding of post-graduate or post-
doctoral scholarships in developing countries and to explore ways to further enhance the 
Scholarship Programme, including by continuing to learn from and collaborate with other 
scholarship programmes, academic institutions, and donors to increase the funding provided to 
developing country scientists and to address administrative challenges encountered by the 
Scholarship Programme to date. 
  

4.  Notes that having developing country scientists function as Chapter Scientist for the AR6 
assessment cycle is a good way to build the capacity of these scientists, engage them in the 
work of the IPCC, provide for participation in a peer network that can support their professional 
growth and advance their careers as respected scientists in their field. 
  

5.  Requests the Science Board to consider using the IPCC Scholarship Programme to 
supplement the ongoing support for PhD students by also funding travel and honoraria for 
developing country scientists to function as Chapter Scientists for the AR6 cycle. Chapter 
Scientists should be selected through an open and transparent solicitation and selection 
process managed by the Technical Support Units of the IPCC Working Groups. 

 
 
Decision IPCC-XLVII-7 Gender 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 7  
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session decides: 
 
1.  To establish a task group with the aim of developing a framework of goals and actions to 

improve gender balance and address gender-related issues within the IPCC. 
  
2.   The task group is open to IPCC members, Bureau members and Technical Support Unit staff 

and will select two co-chairs and a rapporteur from its members at its first meeting. One of the 
Co-Chairs should be from a developed country and another from a developing country/EIT. One 
of the Co-Chairs should be female. 

  
3.    The work of the task group is supported by the Secretariat. 
  
4.    The task group will: 
  

● prepare a report on gender balance and gender related issues within the IPCC; 
● solicit, from the members and observer organizations of the IPCC, submissions on relevant 

national and international gender policies and strategies; 
● consult other relevant organizations; 
● propose recommendations for further action. 

  
5.   The task group’s mode of working will be through various electronic means and face to face 

meetings during IPCC plenaries. 
  
6.   The task group will present a report with recommendations to the 49th Session of the IPCC.  
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Decision IPCC-XLVII-8 Aligning the work of the IPCC with the needs of the Global stocktake 
under the Paris Agreement  
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc.8  
 
With reference to Decision  IPCC/XLVI-5 on the alignment of the cycles of the IPCC and the global 
stocktake, which was adopted at the 46th Session of the IPCC, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change at its 47th  Session decides:  
 
1. To adopt the terms of reference for the Task Group, henceforth named “Task Group on the 

organization of the future work of the IPCC in light of the global stocktake”. Its terms of 
reference are in Annex 1.  
 

2. The Task Group must operate with the resources available in the IPCC. 
 

3. From the next sessions on  the agenda item will be named “Organization of the future work of 
the IPCC in light of the global stocktake”.  
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ANNEX 1 
 

PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE TASK GROUP 
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE FUTURE WORK OF THE IPCC 

IN LIGHT OF THE GLOBAL STOCKTAKE 
 

 
PURPOSE 
To identify issues and options for consideration by the Panel on the organization, including timing, 
of the future work of the IPCC, including with particular regard to the seventh assessment cycle, 
taking into account the scientific information needs of the global stocktake and of the UNFCCC 
more generally, as well as audiences and purposes served by IPCC assessments, in accordance 
with principles governing IPCC work, and with respect to the rate of progress in the state of 
knowledge of various aspects of climate change. 

• The Task Group will consider the pros and cons of different options, including quality of 
reports and implications for operations, resourcing, budget and contributions of the research 
community. 

• The identified options will preserve the scientific integrity and the independence of the IPCC, 
and robustness, scope and depth of its products.  
 

TERM  
• The Task Group should start its work following the approval of its TORs by the Panel at the 

47th Session of the IPCC. The Task Group should present progress reports at Panel 
Sessions and comply with IPCC procedures and ensure transparency and inclusiveness. 
The Task Group should deliver the outcomes of its work and report in due time for the first 
2020 plenary. 

 
MEMBERSHIP  

• Co-chaired by France and Mexico. 
• The Task Group is open to the participation by the members of the IPCC2 and consist of 

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chad, Chile, 
China, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, European Union, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom, United States of America, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe.    

• IPCC Bureau members and TSU representatives are invited to advise the Task group in 
carrying out its activities.  

• Two ‘rapporteurs’ to take note of discussions and help draft proposals. 
• Secretariat support. 

 
MEETINGS AND REPORTING   

• Between plenaries and ensuring inclusiveness: mail exchanges, cooperative work, 
teleconferences, call for submissions, with an option for possible physical meetings in 
between panel sessions if appropriate. 

• Hold physical meetings during plenary sessions, starting from the 49th Session. 
• The Secretariat will circulate the draft final report  to Governments for comments before 

submitting to the Panel. 
• Present a progress report at each Panel Session. 

  

                                                           
2  and IPCC Observer Organizations with the right to introduce proposals 



   

29 
 

Decision IPCC-XLVII-9 Future of the Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact 
and Climate Analysis 
 
Document: IPCC-XLVII/Doc. 9 
 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session decides to: 
 
1.  Take note of the work of ATF-TGICA as contained in document IPCC-XLVII/Doc.9 that was 

submitted to the Panel at its 47th Session. 
 
2.   Rename the Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact and Climate Analysis 

(TGICA) to "Task Group on Data Support for Climate Change Assessments (TG-Data)". 
 
3.   Adopt the new Terms of Reference for TG-Data as contained in Annex 1 to this document. 
 
4.  Adopt the Guidance for DDC as contained in Annex 2 to this document. 
 
5.  Take note that current in-kind contributions for the DDC as described in IPCC-XLVII/Doc.9 are 

not sufficient to fully implement the activities of the DDC identified in Annex 2 to this document 
and that these in-kind contributions are not long-term commitments. The Panel requested the 
Secretariat to work with the IPCC Bureau to seek additional and more  sustainable resourcing 
options. 
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Annex 1 
  
Terms of Reference and Mandate of the IPCC Task Group on Data Support for Climate 
Change Assessments (TG-Data) 
  

  
1  PURPOSE 
  
The purpose of the TG-Data is to:  
  
1.1  Provide guidance to the IPCC’s Data Distribution Centre (DDC) in order to provide curation, 
transparency, traceability and stability of data and scenarios related to the reports of the IPCC. 

1.2  Facilitate, in cooperation with the DDC, the availability and consistent use of climate change 
related data and scenarios in support of the implementation of the work programme of the IPCC. 

1.3  Facilitate in cooperation with the DDC the availability and use of climate change related data 
resulting from the activities of the IPCC in accordance with the mandate of the IPCC. 
  

  
2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
  

With respect to IPCC’s Data Distribution Centre (DDC) the TG-DATA will:      
 

2.1  Provide oversight of the DDC’s activities, in close liaison with the three IPCC Working Group 
Bureaus (WGBs). 

2.2  Identify in close liaison with the Co-Chairs or their representatives of the three Working Groups 
(WGs) relevant external sources of data, scenario information, and external data partnerships. 

2.3  Provide in close liaison with the Co-Chairs or their representatives of three WGs guidance to 
incorporate consistently and efficiently relevant regional data and scenario information into the IPCC 
assessment work by developing and proposing policies and structures that will help to link and 
curate data as needed and used by the Co-Chairs or their representatives of the three WGs. 

2.4  Recommend partnerships with external organisations to ensure the stability of the IPCC data 
sets they hold. 
  

With respect to the use of data and scenarios the TG-DATA will:         
 

2.5  Provide expert information on data and scenarios in support of the implementation of the work 
programme of the IPCC. 

2.6  In cooperation with the Co-Chairs or their representatives of the three WGs, develop and 
update good practice guidance materials related to data and scenarios, targeting IPCC authors who 
lack familiarity with the IPCC process and/or the relevant data and scenarios. 

2.7  Contribute to building capacity in the use of data and scenarios for climate-related research, 
particularly in developing and transition-economy regions and countries. e.g. through encouraging 
activities such as expert meetings and liaison with relevant academic institutions to address the 
requirements of developing countries. To achieve this, TG-DATA may work with organizations and 
activities that have training as their core mandate but would not develop training programmes on 
their own. 
  

Furthermore, the TG-DATA will:   
 

2.8  Explore in close consultation with the Co-Chairs or their representatives of the three WGs 
options for a sustainable structure, functioning, and resourcing for the DDC building upon the 
material contained in Annex 9 to the present report. 
3  MEMBERSHIP 
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3.1  Members including the TG-DATA co-chairs will be selected by the IPCC Bureau. 
  
3.2  Members will be selected from nominations of experts solicited by the IPCC Secretariat from 
governments and observer organisations. 
  
3.3  TG-DATA will be composed of approximately 12 members, but not more than 15. The 
composition of the TG-DATA shall aim to reflect to the extent possible: 

a) the range of scientific, technical and socio-economic views and expertise as needed to fulfil 
its role and responsibilities; 
b) geographical representation, experts from developed and developing countries and from 
countries with economies in transition, 
c) a mixture of experts with and without previous experience in IPCC; 
d) gender balance; 
e) experts with a background from relevant stakeholder and user groups. 

 
3.4  The TG-DATA shall have two Co-Chairs with suitable experience, one from a developed 
country and another from a developing country/EIT. At least one of the Co-Chairs should preferably 
be female. 
 
3.5  The DDC managers and relevant TSU staff are ex-officio members of the TG-DATA invited to 
share their views and experiences. 

 
4  TERM 
  
4.1  The term of membership on the TG-DATA is to be linked to the assessment cycle of the IPCC 
and be refreshed at latest with the author selection process of a new comprehensive assessment, 
though with contingency for members to serve shorter terms. 

  
5  MODUS OPERANDI 
  
5.1  Within the framework of the purpose and the roles and responsibilities, the TG-DATA, in 
consultation with the WG Co-Chairs, will prepare its draft workplan for duration of its term, including 
a list of activities and meetings, associated deliverables and respective timelines. The workplan is 
subject to review by the IPCC Bureau and presented to the Panel for approval, contingent on the 
availability of funds. 

5.2  TG-DATA should have one face to face meeting in a year. Additional meetings will be 
preferably held through teleconferencing and/or in combination with existing IPCC meetings where 
TG-DATA members will be present. The TG-DATA may convene expert meetings on an as needed 
basis. Teleconferencing arrangements will be provided from the IPCC Secretariat. 

5.3  The TG-DATA Co-Chairs are responsible for preparing meeting agendas and minutes, with 
support from the IPCC Secretariat. 

  
6 REPORTING 
  
6.1  TG-DATA is accountable to the Bureau and reports through the IPCC Bureau to the Panel. 
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Annex 2 
  
  
Guidance for the core functions of the IPCC Data Distribution Centre (DDC) 
  
  
1  PURPOSE 
  
1.1  The purpose of the IPCC Data Distribution Centre (DDC) is to archive and provide 
transparency, traceability, and stability of data and scenarios that are relevant in the context of the 
IPCC. 
  
  
2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
  
The DDC will, contingent on the availability of resources:   
 

2.1  Archive and provide transparency, traceability, and stability of data and scenarios used by the 
IPCC in its reports, available at the DDC or elsewhere. 

2.2  Archive and provide transparency, traceability, and stability of data and scenarios underpinning 
key figures and tables, and headline statements in the IPCC reports. 

2.3  Collaborate as appropriate with data centers that hold data or provide functions relevant to the 
IPCC in a transparent manner, under the guidance of the TG-DATA and the Working Group 
Bureaus (WGBs), to provide information via IPCC websites relevant to data and scenarios. 

2.4  Curate new data sets unavailable elsewhere and link to external data sets of relevance. 

2.5  Improve accessibility to Data Distribution Centre materials for supporting IPCC authors and 
external users, especially in developing countries. 

2.6  Contribute to a sustainable structure established and approved by the IPCC to provide 
observed and model data and information relevant at regional scales. 
  
  
3  REPORTING 
  
3.1 TG-DATA reports on DDC's activities to the IPCC Bureau. 
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Decision IPCC-XLVII-10  Ad hoc Task Group on Financial Stability  

Document:  IPCC-XLVII/Doc.10 
 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its 47th Session: 

1. Notes with appreciation the report from the Co-Chairs of the Ad hoc Task Group on Financial 
Stability. 
 

2. Acknowledges the valuable work of the ad hoc task group. 
 

3. Recognizes that while the financial situation of the IPCC for the forthcoming years has 
improved, there is still a need to discuss options for sustainable financing for the IPCC for the 
medium and long term. 
 

4. Decides to extend the mandate of the Ad hoc Task Group on Financial Stability of the IPCC and 
requests that it reports back to the 48th Session of the IPCC.  
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E-mail: cambio.climatico@ambiente.gob.do 
 
ECUADOR 
 
Rosa Ana GONZALEZ BENITEZ 
Ministry of Envivornment 
Madrid 1159 and AndaluciaA 
Quito 
Ecuador 
Tel.: + 593 9 95602981 
E-mail: rosa.gonzalez@ambiente.gob.ec 
 



 

 
42 

 

EGYPT 
 
Kamel ELABASEERY 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
30 Misr - Helwan Agr. Road, Maadi,  
Cairo 11728  
Egypt 
Tel.: +2 022 5246162 
E-mail: abaseery77@hotmail.com 
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E-mail: plzmic@korea.kr 
 
Hyungjin KIM 
Republic of Korea 
Delegate 
APEC Climate Center 
12 Centum 7-ro, Haeundae-gu 
Busan 
Republic of Korea 
Tel.: -4668 
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