REPORT OF THE 36™ SESSION OF THE IPCC
Stockholm, Sweden, 26 September 2013

OPENING OF THE SESSION

Document: IPCC-XXXVI/Doc.1

The session convened on 27 September 2013 after the completion of the Working Group |
Twelfth Session (23-26 September 2013) that same morning (the agenda is attached as
Annex 1).

APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 33rd SESSION

Document: IPCC-XXXVI/Doc.2

Ms Renate Christ, Secretary of the IPCC presented the draft report and reminded
delegates that it incorporated changes suggested by members of the Panel (IPCC-
XXXVI/Doc.2). The Panel approved the revised draft report of IPCC-35 without changes.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE TWELFTH SESSION OF WORKING
GROURP |
Document: IPCC-XXXVI/Doc.3, IPCC-XXXVI/Doc.4

The Chair invited the Panel to accept the actions of the 12" Session of the Working Group |
(WGI). The Panel accepted the Summary for Policymakers of the WGI contribution to the
IPCC Fifth Assessment Report and noted the changes to the underlying scientific-technical
assessment to ensure consistency between the underlying report and the approved
Summary for Policymakers. The Chair voiced his gratitude to the Working Group | Co-
chairs and authors, to the Governments and others who had contributed to the successful
conclusion of the report. Delegations took the floor to express their appreciation for this
important achievement.

The representative of the Republic of Korea informed the Panel that his country could not
accept the reference "Sea of Japan" for the sea area between the Republic of Korea and
Japan in the Working Group | assessment report and that the names “Sea of Japan” and
“East Sea” should be used concurrently. He had already expressed his disagreement at the
Working Group | Session on the issuing of the corrigenda to use “Sea of Japan” in
Chapters 3 and 13 of the underlying report.

The Secretary explained that the corrigenda were issued in accordance with the legal
opinion received from the Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) of the United Nations (UN), which
indicated that it is the practice of the UN to use the term “Sea of Japan” in UN reports and
on UN maps for the sea area concerned. She furthermore informed the Panel that it is also
the practice of the UN to include a standard disclaimer in its documentation that reads: “The
designations employed and the presentation on maps do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the UN concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its
frontiers or boundaries.”

The representative of Japan stated that the name “Sea of Japan” is the only internationally
established name for the sea area concerned and that it is the standard geographical term
used by the UN Secretariat in its documents.

The Chair informed the representatives of the Republic of Korea and Japan that in

accordance with Principle 10 of the Principles Governing IPCC Work, the Secretariat would
reflect the statements of their countries in the report of IPCC-36 (see Annexes 2 and 3).
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OTHER BUSINESS

One delegation suggested that the IPCC include in future reports a standard note
explaining that errors that may be found in IPCC reports would be corrected as per the
IPCC Protocol for Addressing Possible Errors in IPCC Assessment Reports, Synthesis
Reports, Special Reports or Methodology Reports.

TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

The Chair announced that the 37" session of the IPCC would be held from 14 - 18 October
2013 in Batumi, Georgia.

One delegation suggested to the Chair that delegates be informed in advance when each
agenda item is likely to come up at the upcoming 37" session of the IPCC. The Chair
acknowledged this concern, while noting the need to be flexible. The Secretary of the IPCC
provided a tentative plan regarding the order of agenda items to be considered at that
session.

CLOSING OF THE SESSION

After renewed expressions of gratitude, including to the Government of Sweden for hosting
the meeting, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:46 AM, 27 September 2013.
PARTICIPANTS

The Twelfth Session of Working Group | and 36" Session of IPCC was attended by 217

delegates from 100 national delegations, and 50 observers from 15 organizations, including
3 UN Organizations (the list of participants is attached as Annex 4).


http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/ipcc_error_protocol.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/ipcc_error_protocol.pdf
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA

(Submitted by the IPCC Secretariat)

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
The session will convene after the completion of the Working Group | Twelfth Session.

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 35" SESSION

3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE TWELFTH SESSION OF
WORKING GROURP |

4, OTHER BUSINESS
5. TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

6. CLOSING OF THE SESSION
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ANNEX 2

Consideration of the Approval of the Underlying Scientific/technical Assessment in the Working
Group 1 contribution to the IPCC 5" Report (WG-1:12"/DOC.2b)

Statement on the issue of geographical terms
Intervention of the delegation of the Republic of Korea

Mr. Co-Chair,

First of all, let me join others in congratulating the approval of SPM. Even though we had the very
long and extended session early until this morning, | need to report back to you on the outcome of
the trilateral consultation between Korea, Japan and IPCC secretariat as well as bilateral between
Korea and the secretariat.

But, before elaborating on that, | have to say that | was very much surprised that when | first
discovered that the Corrigenda (WG-1:12th/Doc.2b, Chapter03, Add.1 and WG-1:12"/Doc.2b,Add.1
(22.1X2013). They were submitted to the member states of the Working Group to remove the “East
Sea” from the text of the original final draft.

With regard to this, | would like to ask for a clarification on the following points: by whom, with what
mandate, and by which procedures such Corrigenda were submitted under the Working Group 1.

Mr. Co-Chair, | believe that this is not in line with your suggestion and the spirit of compromise to
conduct sincere consultations between the delegations of Korea and Japan to resolve the problem
at hand.

My delegation has been engaged in a ftrilateral meeting with Japanese colleagues and the
Secretariat in good faith, in order to produce a constructive and mutually satisfactory agreement, but
to my disappointment, it proved to be very elusive.

Mr. Co-Chair,

As mentioned several times, the official position of the United Nations regarding the name of
geographical features is not the internal practice of the UN Secretariat. UN Secretariat has no
position to make a decision on the important issue on behalf of the UN. If the IPCC Secretariat
genuinely wishes to seek the official position of the UN, it must seek the decision of the body that
has the right mandate to do so. | believe that the UNCSGN (UN Conference on Standardization of
Geographical Names) is the right body with primary responsibility. The UNCSGN adopted the
resolution on the concurrent use of geographical names, that is, East Sea and the Sea of Japan.

We are extremely disappointed that the IPCC Secretariat continues to ignore the position of the
UNCSGN in favor of a mere internal practice of the UN Secretariat. The practice indicated by the
UN Secretariat is just for its administrative and bureaucratic convenience. It has no legal effect. UN
is @ member-driven organization. Its Secretariat has no mandate to decide on the geographical
names whatsoever.

As such, the Korean delegation cannot accept the suggestion of the Secretariat to use solely “Sea
of Japan”, while going to the extent of deleting the “East Sea”, despite our repeated request for the
concurrent use of both names.



Mr. Co-Chaiir,

I would like to draw your attention to paragraph 2 of Section 4.5 of the Procedures for the
Preparation, Review, Acceptance, Adoption, Approval and Publication of IPCC Reports. The
procedures state that “The content of the authored chapters is the responsibility of the Lead
Authors, subject to Working Group or Panel acceptance.” This means that the Secretariat has no
authority to make arbitrarily changes other than grammatical or editorial changes regarding any
substantial issue including geographical names.

My delegation stands firm in its position that the concurrent use of the “East Sea” and the “Sea of
Japan” is the most logical and impartial solution at this stage. We object to any alternative.

[Second Intervention]

| feel sorry to take the floor again. However, my delegation could not accept the underlying
scientific/technical assessment report in the Working Group 1 with its current formulation on the use
of names between Korea and Japan, including 2 new corrigenda just prior to the start of this
meeting. We believe that this issue should be left to the relevant international organizations with
proper mandate and competence.

My delegation has been, and will make every effort to resolve this issue in a constructive manner
until the whole package of AR5 final report is accepted next year. | hope that the Korean
government can closely work together with IPCC Secretariat and other party directly concerned.

That said, my delegation strongly requests that detailed position of my delegation are faithfully
reflected in the report of the meeting to be finalized at a later stage.



ANNEX 3

Intervention of Japanese delegation on the "Sea of Japan" issue

(2013. 9. 27 at the Twelfth Session of the IPCC Working Group | and
the Thirty-Sixth Session of the IPCC)

1. At the plenary of the Twelfth Session of the IPCC Working Group |, Japanese delegation made
an intervention as follows, responding to Korean delegation’s intervention.

| am very sorry to hear that Korean delegation make intervention about this issue again.

The name Sea of Japan is the only internationally established name for the sea area concerned.
Note has been presented by the WMO, superior body of the IPCC that "Sea of Japan" is the
standard geographical term used by the Secretariat of the United Nations, in its own documents.
The IPCC has also presented that it follows the UN practice. To take these into account, this matter
shouldn’t be discussed in this meeting any more.

2. At the plenary of the Thirty-Sixth Session of the IPCC, Japanese delegation made an intervention
as follows, responding to Korean delegation’s intervention.

We would like to ask secretariat of IPCC to record our intervention in the report of this session.
Republic of Korea has mentioned UNCSGN Resolution and IHO Technical Resolution, but neither
resolution includes any recommendation to use "East Sea" alongside Sea of Japan. These
resolutions presume that the geographical feature concerned is under the sovereignty of two or
more countries, such as in the case of a bay or strait, and does not apply to the high seas such as
the Sea of Japan. Thus there’s no ground for the assertion made by the Republic of Korea. If
multiple names were to be used by mere objection by one of the countries bordering the Atlantic or
the Pacific were to raise an objection to the names of these oceans, it would lead unmanageable
confusion. The international community cannot accept an argument that leads to such confusion.
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	The session convened on 27 September 2013 after the completion of the Working Group I Twelfth Session (23-26 September 2013) that same morning (the agenda is attached as Annex 1).  
	Ms Renate Christ, Secretary of the IPCC presented the draft report and reminded delegates that it incorporated changes suggested by members of the Panel (IPCC-XXXVI/Doc.2). The Panel approved the revised draft report of IPCC-35 without changes.
	The Chair invited the Panel to accept the actions of the 12th Session of the Working Group I (WGI). The Panel accepted the Summary for Policymakers of the WGI contribution to the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report and noted the changes to the underlying scientific-technical assessment to ensure consistency between the underlying report and the approved Summary for Policymakers. The Chair voiced his gratitude to the Working Group I Co-chairs and authors, to the Governments and others who had contributed to the successful conclusion of the report. Delegations took the floor to express their appreciation for this important achievement. 
	One delegation suggested that the IPCC include in future reports a standard note explaining that errors that may be found in IPCC reports would be corrected as per the IPCC Protocol for Addressing Possible Errors in IPCC Assessment Reports, Synthesis Reports, Special Reports or Methodology Reports. 
	The Chair announced that the 37th session of the IPCC would be held from 14 - 18 October 2013 in Batumi, Georgia.
	One delegation suggested to the Chair that delegates be informed in advance when each agenda item is likely to come up at the upcoming 37th session of the IPCC. The Chair acknowledged this concern, while noting the need to be flexible. The Secretary of the IPCC provided a tentative plan regarding the order of agenda items to be considered at that session.
	After renewed expressions of gratitude, including to the Government of Sweden for hosting the meeting, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:46 AM, 27 September 2013.

