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REPORT OF THE 58TH SESSION OF THE IPCC BUREAU 

 
Electronic session, 19-20 May 2020  

 
 
 
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION  
 
Mr Hoesung Lee, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), welcomed the 
members of the Bureau and government representatives and invited participants to observe a 
minute’s silence in memory of former Co-Chair of the Working Group I  Sir John Houghton. 
  
The Chair explained the technical procedures for the meeting, the first virtual Session to be held by 
the IPCC Bureau.The Chair invited Mr Abdalah Mokssit, Secretary of IPCC Secretariat to 
summarize written comments received in advance. 
  
The Secretary said that written comments had been received from Andreas Fischlin, Vice-Chair of 
Working Group II; Sergey Semenov, Vice-Chair of Working Group II, Germany; United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland; and Switzerland.  
  
These requested the inclusion under Any Other Business of items related to Secretariat staffing, 
translation and publications. They also included a discussion of the agenda, the scientific role of the 
Bureau, an upade on the schedule of the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) and the Synthesis Report, 
as well as a request to discuss the timing of the next Session of the Panel in October 2020 which 
overlapped with the rescheduled meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) Subsidiary Bodies. Some of these were replied to ahead of the meeting. 
  
Written comments were also received on agenda item 3.1 (Delegation of authority by WMO) and 3.2 
(Review of the Principles Governing IPCC Work). 
  
The Chair said that given the limited time for the virtual meeting, the agenda item on Any Other 
Business would be postponed to the next Session.  
  
The Bureau adopted the provisional agenda as contained in document BUR-LVIII/Doc.1. The 
Agenda is attached as Annex 1. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 57TH SESSION OF THE BUREAU  

 
The Chair invited the Secretary to introduce this agenda item.  
 
The Secretary, recalled that the Draft Report of the 57th Session of the Bureau contained in 
document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 4 was open for comments on the Bureau Portal in advance of the  
58th Electronic Session. Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III; Ms Debra Roberts, Co-Chair 
of Working Group II; Switzerland and the United Republic of Tanzania submitted comments. These 
included appreciation of the work of the Secretariat, proposals for editorial changes and views 
regarding facilities for the 50th Session of the IPCC. Detailed comments are available in the Bureau 
Portal.  
 
The Bureau approved the draft report of the 57th Session of the IPCC Bureau with minor editorial 
changes and pending the inclusion of comments made in the Bureau Portal.  
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3. REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING IPCC WORK   
 
The Swiss IPCC Focal Point proposed the inclusion of a sub-agenda item on Enhancement of 
support and some elements of Delegation of Authority (DoA) from the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) to the IPCC Secretariat under the agenda item on the Review of the IPCC 
Principles Govening IPCC Work  including a  request for a presentation by the WMO Secretary-
General on  the measures that WMO is proposing to enhance support to the IPCC Secretariat which 
could be appended to the master agreement without renegotiating the whole. This would improve 
the functioning and efficiency of the IPCC Secretariat to serve the IPCC process and its operational 
autonomy extended.   

 
3.1 Delegation of authority by WMO  

 
Following the proposal made by the Swiss IPCC Focal Point,  Mr Paul Egerton, Director of Cabinet 
of the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and Ms Brigitta 
Exterkate, Director, Legal Counsel and Administration, Governance Services Department of WMO, 
delivered a presentation under this agenda item on Delegation of Authority by the WMO on behalf of  
Mr Petteri Taalas, WMO Secretary-General. 
 
Mr Egerton introduced the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between  WMO and United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) establishing the IPCC and its Secretariat  based on the 
the mandate given by the governing bodies of  WMO and UNEP (Resolution 9 of the Tenth World 
Meteorological Congress; UNEP Governing Council decision 14/20 of 18 June 1987). The United 
Nations General Assembly endorsed the action of UNEP and WMO to jointly establish IPCC 
through its resolution 43/53 of 6 December 1988.  
 
Mr Egerton said that WMO Secretary-General and the UNEP Executive Director are fully supportive 
of the work of the IPCC and its objectives, and the important role of the Panel is also recognized by 
the United Nations Secretary-General. WMO commitment is shown by significant financial and in-
kind contributions to the IPCC in the past 30 years, comprising: providing and financing of the IPCC 
Secretary, while the Deputy Secretary is provided and financed by UNEP;  cash contributions to the 
IPCC Trust Fund; human resources services; office space for the IPCC Secretariat; conference 
facilities; and the support of  WMO Legal Counsel following the retirement of the IPCC Legal Officer 
through the recruitement of the new Legal Officer. He noted that UNEP has also decided recently to 
increase its financial contribution.  
 
Mr Egerton added that the legal basis for the establishment of the Panel is through the MoU 
between the two organizations. The IPCC Trust Fund was established to meet the needs of the 
IPCC, administered under WMO financial regulations, and the IPCC Secretariat offices were located 
in  WMO headquarters in Geneva. The MoU will remain into force for as long as the activities of the 
IPCC continue. Ms Exterkate said that under the MoU the copyrights of IPCC products are vested in  
WMO and UNEP. Any ammendment to the MoU  requires mutual consensus of UNEP and WMO. 
Mr Egerton said that there is a strong legal basis through the MoU for the establishment of the 
Panel and the Secretariat and that there is a strong commitment both from the WMO and UNEP to 
support the IPCC. He said that amending the MoU could pose risks or undermine the legal status of 
the IPCC. Operational enhancements or improvements can be made without amending the MoU.  
He added that  WMO has been working on enhancing support to IPCC business in the past couple 
of months following discussions with the IPCC Chair, Vice-Chairs and Co-Chairs. Areas for 
improvements WMO is reviewing are recruitment, procurement, translations, publications and 
printing, and travel.  
 
Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Taha Zatari, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; 
Germany; Norway and Switzerland took the floor.  
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They requested further clarification of the delegation of authority, including implications for the IPCC 
Bureau, which has its own Terms of Reference. The current discussion focused on how to improve 
the administrative support provided to the IPCC by WMO under the existing MoU to allow the IPCC 
Secretariat greater autonomy to enhance its efficiency. Such changes do not involve amendments 
to the MoU, and neither the Bureau nor Panel have requested such amendments. If revisions to the 
MoU are under discussion, it was requested that the IPCC should be involved in the process.  
 
Mr Egerton said his words should be understood in the context of enhancing support to the IPCC on 
the current strong legal basis. He noted that the IPCC Secretary like other WMO Directors already 
has a delegation of authority on financial matters to a certain ceiling, among other areas.  
 
The Chair said that the delegation of authority is a matter between  WMO and the IPCC Secretariat 
concerning the authority the Secretary has as delegated by WMO Secretary-General. He concluded 
the discussion by saying that the IPCC needs a strong Secretariat and encouraged WMO and IPCC 
Secretariat to continue the discussions about the delegation of authority in the areas mentioned.  

 
3.2 Review of the Principles Governing IPCC Work   

 
A pre-recorded video by the Secretariat was made available on the IPCC Bureau Portal presenting 
document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 3 on the Review of the Principles Governing IPCC Work for the 58th 
Session of the IPCC Bureau. The Principles Governing IPCC Work1 (hereafter referred to as the 
‘Principles’) contain information about the IPCC’s role, organization, participation, and procedures. 
The Principles stipulate that they shall be reviewed at least every five years and amended as 
appropriate. Furthermore, the Panel has established a practice to review parts of the Principles, 
including its Appendixes2, whenever needed. In accordance with this, the Principles as well as the 
Appendixes have been updated several times since their respective adoptions. The latest 
amendment was to Appendix C in 2015. The next review and possible amendments of the 
Principles were expected in 2020. At its 52nd Session in February 2020, the Panel initiated a 
discussion about the Review. An informal consultation took place in the margins of the Session. The 
Panel decided to request the Secretariat to produce “a summary of the views of Member countries  
based on the discussions on the Review of the Principles during the 52nd Session and the informal 
consultation” and to request the Bureau to consider this summary prepared by the Secretariat and 
to make recommendations regarding the review of the Principles, as appropriate, for consideration 
of the Panel at the 53rd Session3. 
 
As per the request of the Panel, the Bureau considered the summary prepared by the Secretariat 
and contained in document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 3 at its 58th Session. The Chair invited the Secretary of 
the IPCC to summarize the comments received in advance of the Session on this topic4. The Chair 
thanked those who contributed in advance, suggested that a discussion channel on the Bureau 
Portal remained open to submit further views in writing, and opened the floor for comments. 
 
Mr Eduardo Calvo,  Co-Chair of the Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI); Mr 
Andreas Fischlin, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Nagmeldin Goutbi Elhassan Mahmoud, Vice-
Chair of Working Group III; Ms Valerie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair of Working Group I; Mr Carlos 
Mendez, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Ms Joy Jacqueline Pereira, Vice-Chair of Working Group 
II; Mr Ramon Pichs Madruga, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner, Co-Chair of 
Working Group II; Mr Andy Reisinger, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Ms Debra Roberts, Co-Chair 

 
1 Principles Governing IPCC Work.  
2 There are three Appendixes: Procedures for the preparation, review, acceptance, approval, adoption and publication 
of IPCC reports (Appendix A);  Financial procedures for the IPCC (Appendix B); and Procedures for the Election of the 
IPCC Bureau and Any Task Force Bureau (Appendix C). 
3 Decision IPCC-LII-7. Review of the Principles Governing IPCC Work. 
4 As this was the first IPCC electronic Bureau Session, to facilitate discussions the Secretariat upgraded the Bureau 
Portal, allowing participants to submit comments before and during the meeting.  

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/09/ipcc-principles-appendix-a-final.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/09/ipcc-principles-appendix-b.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/09/ipcc-principles-elections-rules-3.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/12/IPCC-52_decisions-adopted-by-the-Panel.pdf
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of Working Group II; Mr Roberto Sánchez Rodríguez, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Jim Skea, 
Co-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Sergey Semenov, Vice-Chair of Working Group II;  Mr Youba 
Sokona, Vice-Chair of the IPCC;  Mr Kiyoto Tanabe, Co-Chair of the TFI; Ms Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, 
Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Ms Carolina Vera, Vice-Chair of Working Group I; Mr Pius Yanda, 
Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Noureddine Yassaa, Vice-Chair of Working Group I; Mr Taha 
Zatari, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Argentina; France; Germany; India; Norway; Switzerland; 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; United Republic of Tanzania and the United 
States of America took the floor and/or submitted comments in the Bureau Portal. 
 
Participants thanked the Secretariat for the documentation, video and preparations. Some asked 
about the recruitment of the IPCC Legal Officer, including the process and IPCC involvement. The 
Secretary reported that the process had been initiated, and that IPCC is involved.  
 
Participants discussed the initiation, need and timeframe for the Review and possible update of the 
Principles, with some speakers calling for a process to be started as soon as possible while others 
said a Review was not necessary as IPCC business was running smoothly. Some argued for 
postponing a Review to the Seventh Assessment Report cycle given the additional need to focus on 
delivering the remaining products of the Sixth Assessment Report cycle in view of the additional 
challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic. Technical limitations could make it difficult for all to 
participate in a Review remotely. Others argued in favour of starting a Review by electronic means, 
even if the work was continued during the next cycle. 
 
It was noted that many elements for consideration were covered in document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 3. 
Some new elements were proposed such as:  footnotes in a report when a Member country 
disagrees with a part of the report; the establishment and functioning of TSUs; defining the 
Programme of Work; timing issues related to approval, publication and dissemination; decision-
making practices; elections and terms of appointment. Many speakers emphasized the importance 
of ensuring a smooth transition toward the next cycle and developing an IPCC Code of Conduct.  
 
Different approaches were considered to ensure a focused Review. Some proposed prioritizing a 
list of elements drawn from BUR-LVIII/Doc. 3 and from those suggested by the Bureau. It was 
agreed that in addition to the Principles there were some operational practices that should be 
documented so that the IPCC has a clear understanding and record of how things are done from 
one cycle to the other, given the importance of precedents in the IPCC. This could serve as a 
precursor to the Review of the Principles especially as some of the matters discussed may not 
belong to the Principles but more to these practices and experiences. 
 
On the way forward some suggested establishing an informal group that can work between Bureau 
Sessions, highlighting the importance of the intergovernmental nature of the IPCC. Previously the 
Panel established a Task Group to conduct the Review, but some said the Secretariat should lead 
the process, which must be inclusive. The Secretariat should compile existing principles and 
procedures, terms of references and other relevant information into a single consolidated document.  
The views of the Co-Chairs, TSUs and Bureau members should be collected on areas where it 
might be useful to have a single document of past practice and experience. Such a Review should 
help to improve the quality of the assessments and not interfere in their delivery. It was highlighted 
that any change considers the need to be as inclusive as possible and to continue working on the 
consensus built. 
 
Many emphasized that this was a starting point of the discussions and more time was needed to 
work on a Review. Moreover, considering also the technical challenges and limitations, it was 
agreed that it would be possible to continue submitting comments on this topic after the Session of 
the Bureau.  
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Finally, it was agreed that the Secretariat will: 
 

• Prepare a background note containing a summary of views and recommendations 
expressed in consideration of document BUR-LVIII/Doc.3, based on the discussions during 
the live Session of the Bureau and in the Bureau Portal as well as the comments and 
discussions in the Bureau Portal before and after the meeting; 

• Share the draft background note with Bureau members and government representatives and 
seek their further views and comments; 

• Revise the initial background note accordingly and submit to the Bureau for consideration at 
its 59th Session so that it can be presented to the Panel at its 53rd Session. 

4. SELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CORE WRITING TEAM FOR THE AR6 SYR 
 
The Chair  introduced the document BUR-LVIII/Doc.7. He informed that IPCC Bureau that on  
16 March 2020, he invited IPCC Working Group Co-Chairs to send recommendations for possible 
candidates of the Synthesis Report (SYR) Core Writing Team (CWT). The invitation was for each 
Working Group to recommend six authors who are involved in the preparation of the main AR6 or 
those who were involved in the AR Special Reports and two Review Editors (REs) taking into 
consideration the IPCC required criteria for selection of authors and the necessary balances. It was 
subsequently decided to increase the number of recommended authors to ten and REs to three per 
Working Group (WG). After receiving the recommendations from the WGs, the Chair held a 
teleconference with the WG Co-Chairs on 16 May 2020 to identify possible gaps in the proposed 
CWT members. On 18 May 2020, the final list of nominated candidates was compiled and sent to 
each Working Group  Bureau. The Chair presented the nomination list and its summary statistics, as 
contained in document BUR-LVIII/Doc.7.         
 
The Chair responded to the questions submitted online before the Bureau session: The recruitment 
process for the Head of the SYR Technical Support Unit (TSU) was ongoing. The interviews for 4 
applicants were held during the first week of May 2020. The interview panel comprised the IPCC 
Chair and high-level officials representing the two Korean Ministries overseeing the funding and 
climate agenda.The final vetting was being conducted. The decision would be taken sometime in 
June 2020; and the Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) of the SYR will be open to all the IPCC 
Bureau members except those who serve as RE of the SYR.    
 
Interventions were made by Mr Edvin Aldrian, Vice-Chair of Working Group I;  Mr Eduardo Calvo 
Buendia, Co-Chair of the TFI; Mr Hans Otto-Pörtner, Co-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Ramón 
Pichs-Madruga, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Sergey Sermenov, Vice-Chair of Working 
Group II; Ms Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Pius Yanda, Vice-Chair of 
Working Group II; Mr Taha Zatari, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; China; France; Germany; Japan; 
Norway and Saudi Arabia. 
  
Broadly, Bureau members and government representatives appreciated the selection of the SYR 
CWT. There were concerns about imbalances including developing versus developed country 
experts, underrepresentation of women, intra-regional imbalances in regions such as Asia where 
one country had 4 selected experts whereas other countries within the region were not represented, 
and Europe where the Nordic and Eastern European countries were either not or under-
represented, as well as Small Island Developing States. Most interventions welcomed the 
suggestion to have the whole Bureau in the SYR SSC. On the other hand, some suggested that 
each Working Group selects Bureau members to form part of the SSC instead of the whole Bureau. 
It was noted that if the whole Bureau becomes SSC members, certain people might play a dual role 
of SSC members and REs. There was a concern that certain Bureau members have been 
appointed REs in AR6 products more often than others.  
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The Chair concluded that it was difficult to have the ideal balance particularly at Working Group 
level considering the available limited slots. The CWT which was presented to the Bureau had been 
painstakingly selected taking into consideration all requirements and constraints. He assured the 
Bureau that the identified imbalances and gaps would be addressed when the extended CWT is 
formed.  
  
The IPCC Bureau agreed on the AR6 SYR CWT as presented in document BUR-LVIII/Doc.7 
(Annex 2) and took note of the approach proposed by the Chair on the extended CWT.  
 
5. SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT SCHEDULE UPDATE DUE TO COVID-19 
 
The Chair invited the Secretary to introduce the item and present BUR-LVIII/Doc. 6. 
  
A video introducing the agenda item and document was played. 
  
The Secretary noted that no written comments had been received ahead of the session as the 
document, which was the product of intense discussion, had only been posted the previous day. 
The Secretariat invited the Bureau to welcome the urgent actions implemented by the ExCom since 
the 52nd Session of the Panel regarding the AR6 schedules and provide guidance to the Secretariat 
as responsible for refining the strategic planning schedule. 
  
Mr Taha Zatari, Vice-Chair of Working Group II pointed out that, it was not appropriate for the 
Bureau to be invited to welcome the decisions of the Executive Committee.  
  
Mr Andy Reisinger, Vice-Chair of Working Group III;  Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair of 
Working Group I; China; France and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland took 
the floor. 
  
Speakers raised the risk of lack of cohesion between Working Groups, the difficulty of updating the 
work programme when the short-term outlook is uncertain, the need for the IPCC to communicate 
with governments on the criteria it will apply in making decisions, including on sequencing, decision-
making under uncertainty, and decisions not to proceed with a previously agreed step, whether the 
preference was to remain as close as possible to the original schedule with overlapping review 
periods or to keep separate review periods implying a longer delay, the survey of Focal Points 
conducted by Working Group I and resulting actions, the value of sharing survey results with Focal 
Points, the need for consistent approaches across Working Groups, options for supporting authors 
to ensure the scientific robustness of reports, the importance of communication to help governments 
manage the financial implications, the need to support the impact and relevance of IPCC reports by 
considering the needs of the various processes awaiting them, and the way governments can 
contribute to the preparation of reports. 
  
Mr Jonathan Lynn, Head, Communications and Media Relations, briefed the Bureau on the process 
undertaken to review and update the work programme and develop the document under 
consideration. 
 
Mr Panmao Zhai, Co-Chair of Working Group I and Chinastressed the need to consider the dates of 
major Chinese holidays when scheduling sessions of the Panel and Bureau and major activities 
involving author participation. 
  
Mr Hans-Otto Pörtner, Co-Chair of Working Group II; Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte Co-Chair of 
Working Group I and Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III, provided further details of the 
thinking of the Working Groups in revising their work programmes. The Bureau was invited to advise 
on the modalities for assessing emerging literature on COVID-19 in the report.  
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Mr Taha Zatari, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Edvin Aldrian, Vice-Chair of Working Group I; 
Germany; India; Switzerland; United Republic of Tanzania; and the United States of America took 
the floor. 
 
Speakers emphasized the need for Working Groups to consult with each other, with governments, 
and the UNFCCC, the value of addressing COVID-19 in the assessment, and the use of precise 
language when communicating possibly tentative updates to the work programme. The IPCC 
should plan for the contingency of a swift resumption of business while being aware of the risk to 
participants in the coming years. There should be a formal process for consultation with 
governments on the timetable, especially for dates in which governments are involved such as 
Sessions of the Panel. 
 
Mr Ramón Pichs-Madruga, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working 
Group III; Mr Pius Yanda, Vice-Chair of Working Group II;  Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair 
of Working Group I and Norway took the floor.  
  
Speakers said it was important to evaluate the experience of virtual meetings, and consider what 
can be handled in virtual meetings, what is best in in-person meetings, and the role of possible 
hybrid meetings. They said it was important to continue ensuing virtual meetings are inclusive, and 
thanked the Secretariat in this regard for its efforts for the current Bureau session. Technical 
problems that can affect the participation of people from developing countries may be offset by the 
avoidance of problems with visas and travel that can be obstacles at in-person meetings. Working 
Group III is evaluating its virtual “eLAM” but initial findings show a higher than usual participation 
from developing countries and greater engagement with other Working Groups and with 
Contributing Authors. The in-person format may be preferable for some meetings. 
  
The Chair said the schedule for preparing the Synthesis Report would be affected by the timing of 
the availability of the Working Group second-order drafts and approval of the Working Group 
contributions. 
  
The Secretary said that alternative dates to early October 2020 would be considered for the 53rd 
Session of the Panel. Savings on travel this year could be used to support telecommunications 
costs for some participants in virtual meetings, but there is also a risk that the pandemic will lead 
some governments to reduce or drop contributions. The Secretary confirmed that under IPCC 
procedures the Panel is the sovereign body, but the ExCom may take action on urgent matters 
between Sessions of the Panel and report on it to the Panel. 
  
Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair of Working Group I; France; Norway and the United 
Republic of Tanzania  took the floor. 
  
Speakers recommended identifying activities that can be conducted virtually, e.g. for a virtual 
Session of the Panel with a simplified agenda, and their implications, and identifying questions on 
which decisions by the Panel are required by the end of the year, e.g. the Budget. 
 
The Secretary said he had noted the guidance to involve governments in the decision-making on 
the schedule, and to consult with members of the Bureau and ExCom. He noted the concerns 
expressed about the timing of the next Session of the Panel and said the Secretariat would consult 
with governments on the next Session to ensure it provided the necessary conditions for efficient 
work, including discussions on the budget. 
 
The Chair concluded that the paramount goal was to maintain confidence in the IPCC and the 
quality of IPCC products at the highest levels. Universal participation is essential for the quality of 
IPCC products. The COVID-19 pandemic has constrained the ability of authors to complete the 
assessment to the agreed timetable and with the necessary quality. The ExCom met several times 
to review the schedules in these circumstances. The Chair acknowledged that the Bureau had 
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provided valuable suggestions, and thanked it for its guidance to the Secretariat in refining the 
schedule for the Sixth Assessment Report. The Chair invited the Bureau to continue to provide 
guidance to the Secretariat for the strategic planning schedules. 
  
The Bureau took note of the revised schedule set out in the document. 
 
6. APPROVAL OF TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR TWO POSTS 

 
The Chair invited the Secretary to introduce the item and present BUR-LVIII/Doc. 5. 
  
The Secretary said that written comments had been received in advance from Mr Andeas Fischlin, 
Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Ms Debra Roberts, Co-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Jim Skea, 
Co-Chair of Working Group III; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United 
Republic of Tanzania. The Secretariat had replied to some of these in advance. 
  
The comments were all supportive, and some also proposed minor adjustments, including to modify 
the Terms of Reference of the P4 post to ensure the role supports in coordination with the Task 
Group on Data Support for Climate Change Assessments (TG-Data) and the IPCC’s Data 
Distribution Center (DDC) the migration and archiving of information from the Technical Support 
Units for knowledge transfer and continuity at the end of assessment cycles. 
 
Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair of Working Group I; Norway and the United Republic of 
Tanzania took the floor. 
  
Speakers expressed support for the proposal and suggested adjustments to the Terms of 
Reference and their format. They encouraged the new roles to develop technical solutions for the 
translation of reports. 
 
With these comments, the Bureau accepted the proposal. 
 
7. ADMISSION OF OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS 
 
The Chair recalled that this agenda item was open for comments in advance of the Electronic 
Session and invited the Secretary to introduce the relevant document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 2 and 
summarize the views received in the Bureau Portal.  
 
The Secretary informed the Bureau that since the 52nd Session of the IPCC (Paris, France, 24 – 28 
February 2020), three organizations had requested IPCC observer status and were included in 
document BUR-LVIII/Doc. 2: (1) European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists 
(EAERE); (2) Integrated Carbon Observation System, European Research Infrastructure 
Consortium (ICOS ERIC); (3) Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC). These three organizations are 
already accredited as observer organizations with the UNFCCC. In accordance with Rule I.5 of the 
IPCC Observer Policy, these organizations do not need to submit additional documentation. The 
application of the Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI), Hsinchu is still pending. The 
discussion on the request of the Holy See for admission to the IPCC as a non-member Observer 
State was initiated during the 52nd Session of the IPCC and due to time constraints was deferred to 
the next Plenary. 
 
Ms Debra Roberts, Co-Chair of Working Group II; Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III; 
France and Germany submitted comments on the Bureau Portal regarding this agenda item. 
Support was expressed for the three requests. There was a suggestion that at the next Session of 
the IPCC the Legal Officer may need to clarify some questions about the request of the Holy See as 
a non-member Observer State. There was a request to receive the report of the 52nd Session of the 
IPCC as soon as possible. 
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The Chair concluded that the applications of the three organizations (1) European Association of 
Environmental and Resource Economists (EAERE); (2) Integrated Carbon Observation System, 
European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ICOS ERIC); (3) Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) 
that applied for IPCC Observer Status would be presented to the Panel at its 53rd Session for a 
decision.  
 
8. PROGRESS REPORTS 

 
8.1 Working Group I Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 
 

Ms Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Co-Chair of Working Group I presented document BUR-LVIII/INF. 5 
through a video presentation. The report covered activities undertaken by Working Group I after the 
52nd Session of the IPCC, when the last progress report was presented. Salient activities were: 
government and expert review of the Second Order Draft (SOD) of the Working Group I (WGI) AR6, 
whose deadline was extended by a period of six weeks. Over 1500 invitations to review the SOD 
were sent out to certain experts and also announced widely through social media platforms. Over 
3000 experts and government representatives registered to review the SOD. About 216 people had 
submitted more than 5006 comments.  Also reported were deferring the WGI Fourth Lead Authors 
Meeting (LAM4) tentatively to the first quarter of 2021 and implementing pre-LAM activities over a 3-
month period (1 June – 31 September 2020), which involve virtual meetings, chapter meetings, 
CLA-Bureau meetings, and TSU/Bureau trainings; revision of the WGI strategic schedule which was 
done in consultation with the relevant scientific community, WGI CLAs and LAs, WGI Bureau and 
detailed consideration of operational aspects; and communication activities which involved in-depth 
interviews of SPM figures and a project commissioned by WGI TSU in collaboration with Climate 
Outreach.  
  
The Bureau took note of the progress report.  

 
8.2 Working Group II Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 

 
Mr Hans Otto-Pörtner, Co-Chair of Working Group II introduced the document BUR-LVIII/INF. 4 
which provided information on most recent activities undertaken and meetings held by Working 
Group II (WGII) in support of the preparation of their AR6 contribution, and challenges arising from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and means of addressing them. The activities mentioned included 
organization of a IPCC-IPBES Co-Sponsored Workshop on Biodiversity and Climate Change which 
was coordinated through the support of the IPBES Secretariat and the IPCC Working Group II TSU; 
and the development of the Second Order Draft of the WG II AR6. The Expert and Government 
Review of the SOD and first drafts of the Technical Summary and the Summary for Policymakers 
was tentatively rescheduled from 4 December 2020 through 29 January 2021.    
  
In preparation of their strategy to address the challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
in order to meet the needs of the author team while ensuring a high quality product, Mr Otto-Pörtner 
mentioned that a survey was conducted involving WGII Lead Authors (Las) and Review Editors, 
WGII Bureau members, Chapter Scientists and TSU staff. About 317 people were invited to 
participate in the survey and 255 of these had responded at the time of reporting. WGII timelines 
were ultimately adjusted in close consultation with other IPCC Working Groups and the IPCC 
ExCom.  
  
The Bureau took note of the progress report.     

 
8.3 Working Group III Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 

 
Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair of Working Group III (WGIII)  presented the document BUR-LVIII/INF. 3. He 
reported that the First Order Draft (FOD) of the WGIII AR6 report was submitted for expert review 
from the 13 January to 8 March 2020. A total of 2,154 experts registered to review the report. 
Amongst them 825 expert reviewers submitted almost 22,000 comments. Also, he mentioned that  

https://climateoutreach.org/
https://climateoutreach.org/
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the WGIII Bureau and TSU organised the first IPCC virtual Lead Author Meeting (e-LAM), which 
took place on 14 – 19 April 2020, followed by a workshop on the Summary for Policymakers on 20 
April 2020. The e-LAM3 was attended by over 250 participants. There was strong collaboration 
between the WGs, with WGI and WGII Lead Authors and Bureau Members attending and 
contributing to discussions. A comprehensive evaluation report of the WGIII e-LAM3 was being 
compiled which would be sent to IPCC Focal Points and Bureau members. Additionally, in 
February-March 2020 WGIII as part of their stakeholder engagement activities, a set of 
workshop/webinar sessions were conducted with representatives of Environmental and Business 
Industry NGOs. These activities were coordinated with help from the International Chamber of 
Commerce on the Climate Action Network, which intended to run more webinars to raise awareness 
on how the IPCC works. Mr Skea concluded by highlighting activities undertaken to implement the 
AR6 communications strategy.    
  
Germany suggested that government representatives in the IPCC could also benefit from the 
workshops/webinars.     
  
Mr Skea responded that they would appreciate ideas from governments on how they could engage 
with them in depth during the next review segment (i.e. SOD) of the WGIII AR6. He invited 
governments to contact the WGIII to discuss this issue further.   
  
The Bureau took note of the progress report. 

 
8.4 Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 

 
Mr Kiyoto Tanabe, Co-Chair of the TFI presented the progress report contained in the document 
BUR-LVIII/INF. 2. Topics he mentioned were: preparatory work on the Methodology Report on 
Short-lived Climate Forcers (SLCF). Expert meetings on SLCF emissions from sources in the 
relevant sectors were planned for late 2020 but had to be postponed to a later date to be 
determined; and selection of new members of the Editorial Board of the Emission Factor Database 
(EFDB). 
  
The Bureau took note of the TFI progress report.     

 
8.5 Task Group on Data Support for Climate Change Assessments 

 
Mr Sebastian Vicuna, Co-Chair of the Task Group on Data Support for Climate Change 
Assessments (TG-Data)  introduced the document BUR-LVIII/INF. 1 through a recorded video 
presentation. The report covered: updated information on the TG-Data membership; activities 
undertaken by the Task Group; and meetings in which the Task Group was involved in. In terms of 
activities, Mr Vicuna reported that: a team was established to review the code underpinning the WGI 
AR6 Interactive Atlas. Procedures for reviewing code which could be applied to other chapters and 
cases in future were being drafted; and the preparation of the FAIR5 Guidelines, which would 
possibly be integrated into a single cross-Working Group document were at an advanced stage. 
Strategies to implement them across the three Working Groups were being formulated. The 
immediate next steps were to prepare cost estimates for the activities included in the TG-Data 
workplan which was approved by the Panel at the 52nd Session of the IPCC, pursue efforts to 
establish external partnerships and support to the Data Distribution Centre (DDCs) and discuss the 
fate of the next face-to-face meeting of the Task Group.  
  
During the online Session, Secretary of the IPCC reported that the TG-Data Co-Chairs did not 
participate in the session because the initial plan was not to discuss the progress report. Regarding 
the comments received before the Session, he mentioned that the work of the TG-Data was 
commended. Further, one government representative noted the geographic imbalance in the  
 

 
5 findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable  
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membership of the TG-Data and that there were certain Ex-Officio members who were neither TSU 
nor DDC staff and therefore ineligible according to Article 3.5 of the TG-Data Terms of Reference 
which states that “The DDC managers and relevant TSU staff are ex-officio members of the TG-
DATA invited to share their views and experiences.” 
 
Mr Gregory Flato, Vice-Chair of Working Group I; Mr Andreas Fischlin, Vice-Chair of Working Gorup 
II; and the United Republic of Tanzania made interventions. The issue of ineligible Ex-Officio 
members was raised as a violation to Article 3.5 of the TG-Data TORs. It was discussed in as much 
it is appropriate that the TG-Data Co-Chair continue to report to the Panel as was done at the 52nd 
Session of the IPCC. A Bureau member reminded the Bureau that TG-Data has to report according 
to Article 6.1 of its TOR. One Bureau member observed that there was no universal understanding 
of Article 6.1 of the TG-Data TORs, which states that “TG-DATA is accountable to the Bureau and 
reports through the IPCC Bureau to the Panel“. It was suggested that the Secretariat should 
prepare a document for the 53rd Session of the IPCC to seek the Panel’s guidance on the 
procedural matters raised during the Bureau Session. 
  
The Bureau took note of the progress report. 

 
8.6 Communications and outreach activities 

 
The Secretariat submitted the document BUR-LVIII/INF. 6  as a progress report on communications 
and outreach activities. 
  
Besides a report on activities since the last Session of the Bureau, the report included as annexes 
the AR6 Communications Strategies of each Working Group. 
  
Written comments from  Ms Debra Roberts, Co-Chair of Working Group II;  Mr Jim Skea, Co-Chair 
of Working Group III; and Germany were received in advance.  
  
Ms Roberts and Mr Skea acknowledged the progress report.   
 
Germany requested that changes to the AR6 schedule should be notified to National Focal Points 
before they are published, and asked the Secretariat to ensure the website is kept up to date. 
 
The Bureau took note of the progress report.   
   
9. PLACE AND DATE FOR THE 59TH SESSION OF THE IPCC BUREAU 

 
The Chair invited the Secretary to introduce this item.  
 
The Secretary said that initially the 59th Session of the Bureau was planned to take place back-to-
back to the 52nd Session of the IPCC hosted by UNEP in Nairobi, Kenya, in October 2020. However, 
it was uncertain that this was still possible because of COVID-19. If it is not possible to have an in-
person meeting, then another electronic Bureau Session could take place at a date to be proposed 
later.  
 
Mr Evdin Aldrian, Vice-Chair of Working Group I; Mr Andreas Fischlin, Vice-Chair of Working Group 
II;  Mr Nagmeldin Goutbi Elhassan, Vice-Chair of Working Group III; Ms Valerie Masson-Delmotte, 
Co-Chair of Working Group I;  Ms Joy Jacqueline Pereira, Vice-Chair of Working Group II; Ms Diana 
Ürge-Vorsatz, Vice-Chair of Working Group III as well France; Germany; Saudi Arabia; the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America took the floor. 
Some said Bureau sessions  would have more value if they take place a few weeks before Panel 
Sessions. Views were expressed also that in these uncertain times it would be important to hold 
Bureau sessions  more often, even if virtually, especially with the success of this one. However, 
others said in-person meetings were more efficient due to the technical limitations of virtual 
meetings on participation. Different options were suggested about when the next Bureau session 
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will take place. The Secretary emphasized the need for more time available for the meeting 
preparations given its in virtual format and that the Secretariat would propose to Bureau members 
the dates in a due course with the view to check their availability. 
 
The Secretary said that the Secretariat would inform the Bureau about the place and date for the 
59th Session of the Bureau in due time taking into account the views expressed. 
 
10. CLOSING OF THE SESSION 
 
The Chair declared the session closed at 16:00 p.m.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
13 

 
ANNEX 1 

 
 

  
     
 
 
 

 
 

IPCC BUREAU – FIFTY-EIGHTH SESSION 
Electronic Session, 19 – 20 May 2020 

 
BUR-LVIII/Doc. 1 

(29.IV.2020) 
Agenda Item: 1 

ENGLISH ONLY 
 

 
PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 
 
 
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION  

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 57TH SESSION OF THE BUREAU 

3. REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING IPCC WORK   
 
3.1  Delegation of authority by WMO  
3.2  Review of the Principles Governing IPCC Work   

4. SELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CORE WRITING TEAM FOR THE AR6 SYR 

5. SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT SCHEDULE UPDATE DUE TO COVID-19 

6. APPROVAL OF TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR TWO POSTS 

7. ADMISSION OF OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS  

8. PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
8.1  Working Group I Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 
8.2  Working Group II Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 
8.3  Working Group III Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report 
8.4  Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 
8.5  Task Group on Data Support for Climate Change Assessments  
8.6  Communications and outreach activities  

9. PLACE AND DATE FOR THE 59TH SESSION OF THE IPCC BUREAU 

10. CLOSING OF THE SESSION 
 
 



14 

ANNEX 2 
 
 
 
 

COMPOSITION OF THE CORE WRITING TEAM TO THE AR6 SYNTHESIS REPORT 
As Agreed by the 58th Session of the IPCC Bureau, 19-20 May (electronic meeting) 

 
Working Group Authors  
WG Nr Nominated Authors 

for SYR CWT 
Gend

er 
Role in AR6 Ch. Country 

 

 
 I  1 Sörensson Anna F AR6-WGI CLA 10 Argentina 

I 2 Otto Friederike  F AR6-WGI LA 11 United Kingdom 

I 3 Krinner Gerhard M AR6-WGI LA 9 France 

I 4 Chris Jones M AR6-WGI LA 4 United Kingdom 

I 5 Lee June-Yi F AR6-WGI CLA 4 Republic of Korea 

I 6 Armour Kyle M AR6-WGI LA 7 USA 

I 7 Malte Meinshausen M AR6-WGI LA 1 Australia 

I 8 Diongue Niang Aïda F AR6-WGI LA 1 Senegal 

I 9 Thorne Peter M AR6-WGI CLA 2 Ireland 

I 10 Alex Ruane M AR6-WGI CLA 12 USA 

 
II 11 Paulina Aldunce F AR6-WGII LA 7 Chile 

II 12 William Cheung M SROCC CLA 5 Canada 

II 13 David Dodman M AR6-WGII CLA 6 Jamaica 

II 14 Matthias Garschagen M SROCC LA/ 
AR6-WGII LA 

1/16 Germany 

II 15 Bronwyn Hayward F SR15 LA/ 
AR6-WGII CLA 

5/8 New Zealand 

II 16 Rodel Lasco M AR6-WGII CLA 5 Philippines  

II 17 Aditi Mukherji F SROCC RE/ 
AR6-WGII CLA 

 2/4 India 

II 18 Aromar Revi M SR15 CLA/ 
AR6-WGII CLA 

4/18 India 

II 19 Chris Trisos M AR6-WGII CLA 9 South Africa 

II 20 Zinta Zommers F SRCCL LA/ 
AR6-WGII RE 

7/17 Latvia 
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III 21 Gabriel Blanco M AR6-WGIII CLA 16 Argentina 

III 22 Kate Calvin F AR6-WGIII LA 3 USA 

III 23 Dipak Dasgupta M AR6-WGIII LA 15 India 

III 24 Fatima Denton F AR6-WGIII CLA 1 Ghana 

III 25 Oliver Geden M AR6-WGIII LA 12 Germany 

III 26 Frank Jotzo M AR6-WGIII LA 13 Australia 

III 27 Joyashree Roy F AR6-WGIII CLA 5 India 

III 28 Detlef van Vuuren M AR6-WGIII LA 3 Netherlands 

III 29 Yi-Ming Wei M AR6-WGIII CLA 6 China 

III 30 Harald Winkler M AR6-WGIII CLA 4 South Africa 

 
Review Editors to the SYR  
WG Nr Nominated Review 

Editors  
Gend
er 

Role in AR6 Ch. Country  
 

 
I 1 Nathan Gillett M AR6 WGI   

CLA 
3 Canada 

I 2 Maisa Rojas F AR6 WGI 
CLA 

1 Chile 

I 3 Nourredine Yassaa M AR6 WGI 
RE 

6 Algeria 

II  4 Mark Howden M SR15 RE 4 Australia 

II 5 Joy Pereira  F AR6-WGII RE 
SR15 RE 
SROCC RE 

103 
3 
4 

Malaysia 

II 6 Roberto Sánchez-
Rodríguez 

M SR15 RE 5 Mexico 

III 7 Mercedes  
Bustamante 

F AR6-WGIII LA 7 Brazil 

III 8 Nagmeldin Mahmoud M AR6-WGIII RE 16 Sudan 

III 9 Yamina Saheb  F AR6 WGIII LA 9 France (Algeria) 
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E-mail: leehoesung@gmail.com 
 
Amjad ABDULLA 
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Tel.:+62 21 4246321 
E-mail: e_aldrian@yahoo.com 
 
Ko BARRETT 
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National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
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Climate Program Office 
Silver Spring, MD 
United States of America 
Tel.:+1 301 734 1204 
E-mail: ko.barrett@ipcc.ch 
 
Eduardo CALVO 
TFI Co-Chair 
UNMSM 
Jr. Nicanor Arteaga 549 San Borja 
Lima 41 
Peru 
Tel.:+51 1 346 2299 
E-mail: e13calvo@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Carlo CARRARO 
Vice-Chair WG III 
University of Venice 
Ca Foscari, Dorsoduro 3246 
Venice 
Italy 
Tel.:+39 (0) 412 348211 
E-mail: carlo.carraro@feem.it 
 
Diriba DADI 
Vice-Chair WG III 
USGS/Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
P.O. Box 17403 Addis Ababa Ethiopia 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.:+251 116 620217 
E-mail: dkorecha@yahoo.com 
 
Fatima DRIOUECH 
Vice-Chair WG I 
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E-mail: greg.flato@canada.ca 
 
Jan FUGLESTVEDT 
Vice-Chair WG I 
CICERO 
PO Box 1129 Blindern 
Oslo 
Norway 
Tel.:+47 22858764 
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